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Discourse i. 



PART I. 

Philippians ii. 6, ^, 8, 9, 10, 11. 

/F>&^, ieifig in theF'ormofGod^ thought knot 
'Robbery to be equal with God: But made 
himfelf of no Reputation, and took upon him 
the Form of a Servant^ and wai made in 
the Likenefs of Men : And being found in 
'Fajhion as a Man^ he humbled himfelf and 
became obedient untoT) eat h^ event he Death 
of the Crofs^ Wherefore God alfo hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a Name, nvkich 
is above every Name, that at the Name of 
yefus every Knee Jhould bow , of Things in 
' Heavdn^ and Things in Earth, and Things 
Under the Earth ; and that every Tongue 
fhoutdcbnjefs^ that Jefus Chrijl is Lord, to 
the Glory of God the Father. 

1*"?^?^ HE. Words now read to. you .h^ivc 
f> T ^ been ftrongly debated by Chrifti- 
\i^^^£}stjk ans differing in Opinion about the 
Perfon and Dignity of our blefied Saviour \ 
and, as they are often handled, leaq more 
. Vol, IV. B certainly 
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2 DISCOURSE t 

certainly ^ to the Knowledge of th® Inter- 
preter's Opinion than of the Apoftle's. 

I intend not to preiV them into the Ser- 
vice of any particular Opinion, but fairly to- 
expound them; and to infer nothing from 
them, but what may evidently be fliewn ta 
be in them^ even by the NecefEty of the 
Apoftle's Argument. To avoid Obfcurity 
and Confnfion,. I fhall proceed iti the fol- 
lowing Method : 

Firft,. I fhall reprefent to you the Apoftlc's 
Argument entire and by itfelf. 

Secondly^ I fhall confider the feveralj 
Things implied in it ;: which, with refped: 
to this particular Argument,, we may calV 
the Principles upon which the Apoftlc 
reafonsw 

, Thirdly. By comparing one Part with 
another, I fliall endeavouF to lay before yoa 
the true Seafe and Meaning of each Part^ 

Firfl then, I fhall reprefent to you the 
Apoflle's Argument entire and by itfelf.* 

At the Beginning of ihis fecond Chapter,. 
St. Paul exhorts the Pbikppians to be at 
Peace and Unity among themfelves,, to love 
one another^ and to be of the fame Mind,, 
mutually aiding and aflifling each other in 
all Things. Hear his own Words : If there 

be: 
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DISCOURSE h 3 

^ therrfore any Confolatton in CJbrt/l, if any 
Comfort of Love, if any Fellowjhip of the 
Spirit y if any Bov^ls and Mercies 5 fulfil ye 
my Joy^ that ye he like minded^ having the 
fame Lwe^ being ofoneAccordy (f one Mind ^ 
And then> like a wife Phyfician^ he fearches 
to the Bottom of the Evil, which he would 
cure I and, well knowing that Pride and 
Vain-glory are the perpetual. Sources of 
Strife and Contention, the Bane of mutual 
LoV« and Charity, he exhorts them to fly 
from thcfe Evils, jM-efles them to Lowlinefs 
of Mind, and admonifties them not to over- 
value thtmfelves, nor undervalue others 1 
but that they fliOuld pradtife rfumility 
towards one another, each qfteeming other 
better than themfelves. Thus far he ad- 
vances in the two next Verfcs : Lei nothing 
be done through Strife or Fain-gJory; but, in 
Lowlinefs ofMind^ let each efieem other better 
than themfelves : Look not every Man en his 
omn things y but every Man alfo on the Things^ 
<f others. 

To fupport this Dodrine, and to enforce 
their Obedience to it, he fets before them 
the Example of Chrift ; and in lively Co- 
lours reprcfents his great Humility : He 
{facws them how much below himfelf he 
B 2 defcended 
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4 DISCOURSE L ' 

delcended For their Sakes; how truly great 
he was, and how truly low he made hini-i 
fclf ; by Nature, how much higher than, 
the higheft; by Choice, how much lower, 
than the loweft. Let this Mind, fays he, be 
in you^ which was alfo in Chrifi J ejus -, whoj 
being in the Form of. God^ thought it not Rab-- 
bery to be equal with God\ but made himfelf, 
of no Reputation^ and took Upon him the Form 
of a Servant 9 and was made in the Likenefs 
of Men: And being found in Fajhion as a 
Many he humbled himf elf and became obedient, 
unto Death y even the Death of the Crofs. , 
And that their Obedience might want no- 
due Encouragement, he fets before t^em, 
from the fame Exarnple, what glorious- 
Rewards they might promife themfelvcS: 
hereafter, for their prefent Humility and 
Lowlinefs of Mind : For this abandoned,, 
this crucified Jefus, was not left to fink under 
the Obfcuri ty of his voluntaryHumility 5 but, 
as a Reward of his Humility and Sufferings, 
he was raifed to the higheft Pitch of Dig- 
nity and Power : Wherefore^ fays he, God 
alfo hath highly exalted him^ and given him a 
Name^ which is above every Name: T!hat at 
the Name ofj^us every Knee jhould bowy of 
Things in Heaven ^ and Things on Enrih^ and 
6 TJ;ings 
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DISCOURSE !• 5 

Things under the Earth ; and that every 
Tongue Jbould confefs, that Jefus Chrijl is 
ijordf to the Glory of God the Father. This 
then i^ the Whole of thcApoftle's Argument. 

Let us now, in the fecond Place, con- 
iider the feveral Things implied in it ; 
which, with refpcdt to this particular Ar- 
gument, we may call the Principles upon 
which the Apoftle reafons, 

And.firftyQumayobfervc,ThattheApoftle 
here evidently points out to us threedifFerent 
States and Conditions of Chrift : The firft is 
hisStateofDignity, from which hewillingly 
defcended, exprefled in thofe Words, Who 
heing in the Form of God: The fecond is the 
State of Humility, to which he defcended, in 
thofe Words, HemadehimfelfofnoReputation^ 
The third is his State of Glory and Exal- 
tation, intimated in thofe Words, Wherefore 
Godalfo hath highly exalted him. Thefe three 
StatesorConditions of Chrift are eflential to 
the Apoftle's Argument : For take away any 
one of theni, and the Example which the 
Apoftle would propofe is loft; not only the 
Force of the Argument is leflened, but the 
Argument itfelf entirely deftroyed. For In- 
ftance: If you remove the firft State, that 
of his natural Dignity and Excellence, the 
' ' B 3 fecond 
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6 DISCOURSE L 

fecond State will be no Ipnger a State of 
Hqmiliation, nor Chrift any long^ an Ext 
ample of Humility : For, if be was not 
better than a Servant before he was a Ser* 
vant, his being a Servant was his Lot and 
Condition, not his Choice; it was owing tq 
the Order of Nature and Providence; and 
not to his Humility ; and be was no more 
humble in being born to be a Servant, than 
others are who are born to the fame State j 
and often too without the Humility which 
is proper and neceflary to their Condition* 
Secondly, It is implied in the Argumentt 
That he was in Poffeffion of whatever be-r 
ponged to his State of Dignity and ExccJt 
Jence, before )ie underwent any Thing that 
belonged to his State of Humiliation : For 
his voluntarily defcending from hisPignity, 
lo a lower and meaner Condition, is the very 
Adt and real Ground and Foundation of hi> 
Humility ; and therefore whatever is meant 
by his being in the.Form of God, or what- 
ever is meant^ by his being made in the 
Likenefs of Men, thus much at leaft is evi- 
dent, that he was in the Form of God^ 
before he was made in the Likenefs of 
Men ; becaufe his being madein theLike-r 
Ijefs oi Men is given as one great Inft^nc^ 
■■'■■. -of 
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DISCOURSE I. 7 

of his Humility : But his being in the Form 
,.of God was his very Dignity and Excel- 
lence: A'ri^i therefore, as it is neceflarily fup- 
pofed that his Dignity was antecedent to his 
Humility, it is likewife ueceflary to aflert^ 
that he was in the Form of Go J, before hp 
was made in the Likene/s of Man. 

Thirdly, It is necefiarily implied in the 
Argument,Thathe underwent whatever be- 
longed to his State of Humiliation, before 
he enjoyed any Thing that belonged to 
his State of Exalution ; becaufe his ExaU 
tation was the EfFed- and Rewatd of his 
Humility; and being purchafed and ob*taine(i 
i>y his Humility, it could not be antecedent 
to it: Confe,quently it neceiTarily follows. 
That his natural State of Dignity, and his 
acquired 3tate,of Exaltation, are two per- 
fedJy dif&r^nt and diftinft States; .finccone 
was evidently antecedent to, the other as 
evidently confequcnt to his Humiliation; 
iFronj whence it follows. That his being iu 
the J'orw of Qo4, being the Dignity which 
„be w^ pofleflcidpf befpre his Humihation, 
dQcs nftt belong to him in virtue of any 
Tbiog he did qr fuifercd ; nor is any Part 
fif tl^t Clory to which he was exalted, or 
J3 4. which 
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8 DISCOURSE L 

which he received after or upon account of 
his Sufferings, 

This ought to be the more particularly 
infifted on, becaufe it is a common Miftake 
to think;, that becaufe Chrift was exalted to 
Glory at his Refujrrec^ion, and Jor tBeSufr 
fering of Death crowned with Glory and 
Honour J as the Apoftle to the Hebrews 
fpeaks, that therefore all Glory and Honour, 
and all Dignity and Excellence, which are 
ever afcribed to him, belong to him only 
in confequence of his Suffering and Obe- 
dience. From hence it is, that fome Men 
think it a fufficient Anfwerto all Arguments 
drawn from the Attributes pf Power and 
Knowledge, and the like, to prove thp 
Eternity and Divinity of the Logos, to fay, 
;hat Chrill received his Glory at his Refur- 
reftion, and was made perfefl: through Suf-" 
ferings j and therefore the Glory and Power 
which are any-vyhcre afcribed to him, are 
not his fiaturalPerfedions^ but his acquired 
Honours, and of no antienter 4 Date' than 
the Redemption : But this is not to anfwer 
the Arguments, but to confound the diftinft 
States of Glory which belotig to Chrift; the 
l^lory which he had with the Father before 
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DISCOURSE I 9 

fhe Worlds, and the Glory which he re- 
ceived from the Fadier at the Redemption ; 
One the Glory of Nature j the other the 
Glory of Office ; One the Glory of the 
eternal Logos j the other the Glory of the 
Son of Man. 

Thus, for Inftanpe, we find the Glory 
which he had with the Father before the 
Worlds to be exprefly fopnded upon his 
.creating the Worlds : ^&o is the Image of 
the tnijifible Gody tbeFirJi-born qfevtryCrea-^ 
ture; for by bim were ail Things created that 
are in Heaven , and that are in Earthy vi/ible 
and invifble ; whether they be Thrones^ or 
J)ominionSj or Principalities^ or Powers. All 
Things were created by him^ and for him ; 
and he is before all Things y and by him all 
Things confjiy Coloff. i, 15, 16, 17. And 
in the very next Verfe the Apoftle mentions 
an Honpijr belonging to his State of Exalta-r 
^ion, and founds it exprefly upon his Re- 
furreftion, as he has done what went before 
upon his Power of Creation : And he is^ 
fays he, the Head of the Body^ the Church; 
fuoho is the Beginnings the Firji-bornfrom the 
Dead^ vcr. 18. As Lord of all, he is ftyled 
(b? ^i^Ji'born of every Creature -y as Head of 

(h§ 
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lo DISCOURSE I. 

the Church> Firjl-bornfrom tAe Dead.Th^C^ 
then are different States, and founded in dif- 
ferent Charafters. 

. Thus in St. John v^t may often obfervc 
the fame Difference. To raife the Dead is 
a Power equivalent to that of Creation; and 
therefore St. John tells nSjT'heHour is comings 
and now is, when the Dead fiall hear the Voice 
of the Son of God, John v. 25. In the very 
pext Vcrfe but one, fpeaking of his being 
Judge of the World, which belongs to hirh 
in virtue of the Redemption, and is one of 
the Glories of his Exaltation, he fays, that 
tbePatherhatb given him Authority to execute 
jfudgment alfo^ becaufe he is the Son of Man^ 
Surely it is not for nothing that St. yohn^ in 
the Compafs of four or five Lines, fpeaks of 
hini under different Charafter^ 5 atid what 
call the Reafon be, but that there are diftin<^ 
Powers and Glories belonging to hi« diftin^ 
States ? And therefore when <h^ Evang^lift 
pientions the Powers pf oRe Kind, it was 
neceffary to mention the proper C|)ara<3:cr 
from whence- they flowed ; when he men- 
tioned the Powers <rf the other Kind, it was 
peceffary to mention the other Oharafter t6 
which they belojiged 5 Jtfld therefore it \^ 
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DISCOURSE I. II 

that he fays, the Dead fliall be raifed by th? 
Voice of the Sfm ofGad^ but they (hall b? 
judged by the Voice of th.e &on of Man. 

The fame likewife may be obfcrved ii) 
the firft Chapter of the Hebrev^s. Ih the 
feco^d and third Verfe? the Apoftle defcribc$ 
the Digaity and Excellence of the Perfon 
whom God feat to QW JR,edemption : He 
bath in the/i lafi Days J^oken unto us by bU 
$oni njohom be b(tb appointed Heir of -all 
Tbings ; by wbpm alfoke made the ff^orldsi 
wbo being the Bright nefs of his Glory j ^ndthe 
P^^ift. l^^g^ of bis Perfo9t^ an4 tipbol^n^ all 
Tubings ly the Word of bis Power: Thus far 
Jusevidently defcribes the Glory whichChrift 
had withtheFather before the Worlds; for 
ih\s is the Character of the Perfon whom he 
fent to rcdepm us. Then it follows. When 
be badly himf elf purged our Sins^ fat down on 
the Rigbt^Handof the Majejiy on highf being 
made fo much better than the Angels^ as he 
hath by Inheritance obtained a mare excellent 
^ame tha^ they. The Apoftle, who had 
before fpoken of the State of Dignity whicl^ 
he had before the Worlds, now fpeaks of 
his State of Exaltation, which he received 
jifter his Sufferings : According to the Dig- 
nity 
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P2 DISCOURSE I 

riity of Nature, he vri^theBrightn^fs bfhis 
Father's Glory ^ and th^ txptefs Image of his 
Per/on^ and the Upholder of all things by the 
Wdrdof his Power: But, according to the 
H6iiburof hisOfEce, after he hzdpurgedour 
Sins, he fat down on the Right-Hand of the 
Majefiy dn high, being made fo much better 
than the Angels, ns he hath by Inheritance 
obtained a mote excellent Name than they. 

, In the ninth Vcrfe of the fecond Chapter 
the Apcftk fays, that Jefus was made a little 
lower than the Angels ; and yet here he fays 
he was made better than the Angels : If he 
was made lower, in order to redeem us, it 
feems to imply he was really and by Nature 
higher; and if he was made higher, it 
feems to imply he was really and by Nature 
lower: But thisDifficukyvahifties, by rightly 
diftinguifhing his three States of Dignity, of 
Humiliation, and of Exaltation; which you 
fee evidently mentioned in the PhiHppians, 
the Place now under Confidcration^ and fo 
often fuppofed and referred to in other Parts 
of Holy Writ. According to this Key, we 
may expound the Apoftle to the Hebrews, by 
the Apoftle to*the Philippians: For, when 
he, who was in the Form of God, made 

himfelf 
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himfelf df no Reputation, and took upon 
him the Form of a' Servant, and was made 
in the Likenefs of Man, he was then in 
thefe feveral Refpeds made lower than the 
Angels: But when, after his fufFering Death 
upon the Crofs, he was exalted by God, and 
had a Name given him above every Name, 
then was he made fo much better than the 
Angels J as he bad by Inheritance a more ex-- 
cellent Name than they ; a Name to which 
even they were to pay their Hon^age and 
Adoration. 

. In the Beginning of St. yohn\ X5ofpel we 
find him thus defcribed : In the Beginning 
was the Word^ and the Word wa^ with God^ 
and the Word was God. The fame was in the 
Beginning with God.. All Things were made 
by him I and without him was not any Thing 
made that was made. And in the eighth. 
Chapter we find our Saviour giving this 
Teftimony of himfelf : Before Abraham was, 
lam-. Suppofe he ha^ faid. Before Abraham 
was, I was;, thus niuch at leaft would have 
been the Confequence, That he had an: 
Exiftence hdov^ Abraham i and yet he was 
born into the World long after Abraham : 
Evidently then the Refult would have been, 

that 
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14 DISCOURSE I 

that he had long exifted befoffe hfs coming 
into the World : But nas^ that he fays. 
Before Abraham waSy lam^ fometbmg more 
is implied ;fomethingfhat peculiarly belongsf 
to the Expreflion, t dniy and what that is, 
we may learn from the otiginat Ufe of thei 
Words. They are the Word« which God 
made choice of to cxprefs his own Eternity 
alnd Powef , when Mofes inquired after the 
Name of God: He anfwered him, lam 
that I am. "Thus Jhalt thou fay to the 
Children of Ifrael, I am hath fent me Unto 
you, Exod. iii. 14. What now could tempt 
our Saviour to ufe and apply thi^ Expreffion 
to himfelf? He knew it never had been 
Applied to any but God, and wbuld havtf 
been, in the Man fo applying it, in the 
higheft Degree, committing the Robbery of 
making huAfelf equal with God : Befides, 
they afe a mere Solecifm, 6nd atcofding to 
Analogy of Language expref$ nothing: No 
Idea belongs to them i for a Matt cannot 
in his Mind carry the prefent Time back, 
and make it antecedent to the Time already 
paft; and therefore to fay. Before fuch a 
Thing was, lam, is fltuffling Ideas together, 
which can have no Place in tHe^Mind or 

Under- 
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DISCOURSE I. 15 

Underfianding. If therefore you admit the 
Exprftffion tcrhavft any Meaning, you muft 
illow the I am to belong to Chrift, in 
its proper and peculiar Ufe, as fignifying 
Eternity and Permanency of Duration. For 
the prefent then let this reft; obferving only^ 
that here we find him afierting his own 
Eternity, and St. John afcribing to him the 
Creation of aH Things, which is the-greateft 
Aft of Eowcr wc have any Notion of. 

Let us now look to the other Part of the 
C^eftion^ The laft Time that our Saviour 
appeared tab is Difciples, to give them a full 
Commifiion to teach and baptize, and full 
Aflurance of his being with them to the 
End of the World, he introduces his Charge 
to them, with AJention of his own Power 
and Authority : util Power, fays he, hghen- 
unto me in Heaven and in Earthy Matt, xxviii. 
i& whefie it caAm>t be denied, but that he 
fpeaks of Pdwfer and Authority conferred on 
hidi after hi» Refurredion ; and in virtue 
©f this Power fo received, he commiffions 
them : They werd made Delegates under 
him, vs4th r^fpe^ ti> the Power and Autho* 
lityhe had then received : All Power is given 
unto mt ill He<veA and Earth i Go ye^ 
therefore^ aad^teacte all Nations* The Word 
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therefore imports, tjiat he is giving ou^ 
Commiffions . to them to aft under' the 
power he had received :. Their Commiflion 
was to tcach> ta baptize i and he promifes 
them (which Promife likewife ia grounded 
Bpon the fame Power) that he would he 
with them alway to the End of the World. 
And having thus ftated. before you the 
Fadt, let us eonfider what Weight there i^ 
in the great Socman Argument agaij>ft the 
Eternity of the Logos* All Power, fay they^ 
was conferred on our Saviour after the Re-^ 
furredion i and therefore it is abfurd to 
afcribe any Power to him before : For he 
that receives all Power is fuppofed to have 
none, before he fo received it. At foft View^ 
the Obiedion is plaufible> but, when duly 
confiidered, will be found to mifs the Aim? 
For the Power fpoken of in St. Matthew^ 
and the Power fpoken of in St. John^ be* 
long to different and entirely diftindt States p* 
and therefore his receiving all Power be-* 
longing to one at this certain determinate 
Time, is no Proof of his not having the 
other before that Time. He that in virtues 
of a Royal Commiffion receives all Powetf 
to govern any Part of the Kingdom^^ cannot 
b? faid to hftve had no Power belonging to 

him 
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DISCOURSE I. 17 

him before; for he had at leaft the natural 
Powers of a Man : The Powers of Nature 
are diftin£l, and antecedent to the Powers 
of his Commiffion. And you may pleafe to 
obferve^ that the A<3:s of Pow^ afcribed to 
Chrift, in his different States/ are entSrdy 
<lifferent. 8t. jfafo?, when lie fpeaks of hk 
eternal and inherent Power, afcfibes the 
Creation of all Things to him : AndSuPau/^ 
peaking of the fame Power, afcribcs to it 
^e Prefcrvation of all Things. But m the 
Hebrews and in the Cd/q^ans, wkh refpeft 
to his Power of Office, he is ftilcd Head of 
the Church : And accordingly, our Saviour, 
when lie fays, AU Power is given to him, 
and gives outCommiflions mxicrhimto the 
Apoftles, gives out none but fuch as refer 
10 the Chvirch : All Power is given uiUor 
me ; therefore I appoint yoa to teach and 
baptise. He does not, in virtue of this 
Power which he then received, give €om- 
miffions for the cceaiing new Worlds, or for 
governing w prefcrving the old; but, as by 
h.s Power received he then was conftituted 
Head of the Church, he gives out Com- 
miffions only relating to the Church. As 
for. bis Power of creating, which is as 
evidently afcribed tc htm as any one Things 
. Vjoi. IV. • C th^t 
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tthat furely is diftinja from the Power coe» 
ferred on him at his Refurredlion 5 for it 
was fomething too late to receive Power to 
preate the World, after .the World h^^d foe 
piany Ages been created. I know what is 
faid of a ©ew Creatipi) by Virtue aod Holi-^ 
pefs ; But were Powers^ and Principalities^ 
;ind Domiwioas, were Things vifibje and 
jnvifihle, nay, were thp Foundations of thd 
Earth and tijc HeayenSf which the Apoftle 
fays arc the Work of his Hands, thus newly 
created ? Was the niaterial World redeemed^ 
and made holy and rightcdus ? What Ab- 
furdities may we not believe, o^: teach, if 
thefe are the Po^Skrines of clear and uti* 
biaiTed Rcaipn ? 

Tq conclude then : It is evident, that iq 
the Place now before u$, and in other Part^ 
of Scripture, there are three diftind States 
ipokei) qf, w^ich belong taourblefledLord : 
And thi§ Qbfcryation.is fo material, that, 
without having an Eye to it, there is no? 
undcrftanding the Scripture, or the early 
Writers of the Church, in the great and 
long controverted Points concerning the 
Eternity and Pivinity of the Son of God. 
For, on one Side, it is very abfurd to ur^ 
\hc lofty Expreffions in Scr^urc, or elfc, 

wherc^ 
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where, which belong to his laft State, and 
^efcribc the Glories which he received in 
Reward of his Obedience, as Proofs of his 
-natural Dignity, which he had before the 
Worlds began : And, on the other Side, it 
is equally abfurd to apply the Limitations 
in Point of Tioieor Duration, «©r which in 
any other Refpe£l belong to the Glories of 
his Office ; to apply them, I fay, to the 
antecedent and inherent Glories of hi$ 
Hatoreu 
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liiE three diftina: SwteS be- 
longing to Chrift Jefus, and 
nnientioned inthe Words of the 
Tcxt^ being flippofed': Thef 
firft, his State of Di^ityi 
which hcS was in Pofleffion of before tha 
Worlds began : The fecond, his State of 
Humiliation^ When he tooik upon him£^ 
the Form of a ^rvailt, being made in the 
Likenefs of Men, which ended in his Death 
upon the Crofs : The third, his State of 
Exaltation, to which he was rmfed by the 
Father, as the Reward of his Humility and 
Sufferings, and which fhall coittinue till the 
Confummation of all Things: Let us noW 
proceed^ 

C 3 Thirdly, 



Digitized 



by Google 



f2: -0;I-$:C.O^-iJi«:ta;l. - , 

; thirdly, TacbEaparfth€fevcralPart?ic)f 
^^ Pau^s Argmqif^t to|;?tlicr;^. ^M to exa- 
mioey what thQ AgpoiUe. teaches ijis^e^ncejriv- 
ing each of thefe States, 

M to ttie tvorkft of thefe-StarteSj^bflt of 
Humiliation^ an3 th^t of Exaltation> the 
Difficitlties arc not great. It will be rea(^ty 
allowed, th^t; -in the iirft of the two, he 
was very MzQ^fxxhj^Gt^o thejnfircnitiesof 
human Natifife;. and dicf jreally^wMiergo the 
flj^mpful gud bitter Pcath .of the Crofe ^ 
that, in the laft,. he is Lord and Head over 
the Churchi under Godj that he now go- 
vei*n^ md dSw^fiit* ^idflitll,; atthc1a"^ft 
ih^, tppfiar ii^. Hike >Mu}e% of Jbis Father, 
to: judge the vihdt World. Thus far the 
Gtmr9^ltY of dm&Hm are agreed, how 
^pridely ibeiieir thi^ difftr in their Opinioiis . 
eonceroing l)is.6^ftBs^, aad-the ptofjef 
Glories and .Dignities bebnging to him 
Vdfibre his conwng hito4he World, 
. 5r*Ss State is d^foribed in the fiitft Mcrk 
of.'theI?d?ct^ Jf/^M^hing in tbeFdrm of God. 
1q order lo.fej forth the great Humility 9^ 
Chri^' ik^becoming Man, the Apoftle firft 
ielk lis &Dm how great and glorious a State 
he ddbended:: He was in the Form ofGtd. 
The following Words^ as th6y ftand in our 

Tranfla- 
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Tranflatiori, ^ on to defcribe the Exccl- 
Ifency of his Gloty, Vfhich was fo teal and 
tranfcendent a Glory ^ that he tbqilgbt it no 
Robiery to be^ i. c. he thought himfelf en- 
titled to be> equal with God. But I (hall not 
kifift upon this Tranflatioki ; for it is more 
agreeable to the Apoftle'^ Argument^ and to 
thelJanguage made ufe of^ to ftlppofe him 
tp i^teodf ih thcfc Words^ to exprcfs the 
firft Degree or Infitance of his Humility |. 
and that the Verfe (hould be rendered by 
Wprds to this. EflTea : Who^ being in the 
Form of God^ was not fond^ or tenacious 
of appcsarimg as Ood) but made himfdf of 
i^o Rcpiutation. I ihall not trouble you 
with the ; particular l^eaCons of this Renv 
^rmgp which would . le^d ud too far into 
c^iticallnquu-ks: Butwhiph Wayfoever of 
thefc too the Tiext he unxicriftood* the to 
€&9e;t Tffd QtiSfy will be,jbund to belong to Jefua 
Chnft^ If he thought it no Robbery to 
a(0Um* this Equality iwith God (whatever is 
meant by it) undoubtedly he was equal : Or^ 
if it was the EfFoft of his Humility, thathe 
did not hold or in (lib upon his Equality with 
God, then certainly iie had fuch an Equa- 
lity j for where is the Humijity of not in- 
C 4 lifting 
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lifting on, or not retaining an EquaKtj% 
which never did, or could belong to him? 
I find fome, in tranflating thefe Wordsr 
make ufe of Expreiiions purpofely chofen to 
exclude Chrift from the Dignity here men- 
tioned > for thus they make the Apoftle 
fpeak : Who, being in the Form of -God^ 
did not arrogate, aflume, or lay claim to 
any Equality or JLikenefs with God: But I 
think this Language bears no Analogy t^ 
the Words in the Original, nor can be made 
to agree Hvith ,the Aim and Delign of the 
Apoftle* The Expreffion in the Original 
lis metaphorical, and alludes to the Eager^- 
nefs and Tenacioufhefe with which Men 
catch, and retain the Prey, which they are 
afraid fhoold flip out of their Hands : But 
I believe no Language knows what it is to 
arrogate, affume, onlay claim to a Prey : 
A Prey is to be caught, to be held faf^ ^ 
but not to be aflumed, or arrogated, or laid 
claim to. Befides, it is evidently St. Paurs 
Deiign to fet forth the great Humility 
df Chrift Jefus : In order to this, he fays, 
he did not greedily, retain his Equality with 
God ; which, fuppofimg the Equality to 
belong to him, is a very great, the greateft 

Inftance 
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Inilancc of Humility : But for any Perfon, 
who has no Right orTitle to fuch Equality, 
to arrogate or lay claim to it, is the utmoft 
Pitch of Pride and Madnefs : And if vou 
fo expound theffe Words, you muft affirm, 
that the Apoftle, toprovethe great Humility 
of Chrift, endeavours to clear him of that, 
which imports the greateft Pride and Info- 
lence imaginable. Whatever therefore is 
meant by the to f uai Ttrx @ea>^ St. Paul evi- 
dently fuppofes in his Argument, that it 
did belong to Chrift before his Humiliation, 
when he was in the Form of God. 

Secondly, By comparing the feveral Parts 
of St. Paufs Argument together, it will, 
I think, appear, that the jtto^tpri ©gS, and the 
TO eTvxi Ta-a @e^, here fpgken of, are Expref- ' 
lions that relate to the fame Thing; fo that 
he who is poffefled of the firft, has a Right 
to the laft. The Foundation of the Apoftle's 
Argument is this; That Chrift, enjoying a 
moft exalted State of Glory, was not fond, 
or tenacious of that Glory; but made bimr 
felf of no Reputation ; For this Argument 
being wholly fpent in fetting forth the 
Humility of Chrift, there is no Occafion of 
mcntionii^g any other Glor^, than thaj 
which, 6ut of his great Humility, he laid 

afidc. 
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iifide-. The Glory therefore which tttf 
Apoftle here fays.Chrift hadi. ^nd the Glory 
which he here, fays he laid afide, are ono 
and the fame Glory, the Glory ^Wch he-^ 
longs to the Form of God. 

But farther : Let us read this and the 
next Vcrfe together : Who, being i^ the 
f^orm of God, did not eagerly infift to be 
equal with God, but made hinifelf of no 
Reputation; or, aa the Original fi^nifies^ he 
e^iptied himfelf, and took upon him the 
Form of a Servant, and was made in the 
trikenefs oif Men. The Humility of Chrift, 
confiftcd in changing willingly a glorious for 
an inglorious Condition ; The glorious Con- 
dition, which he was. ppfTeiTed of, was thef 
-JForm of God J the inglorious Condition, to 
which he fubmitted,t was the Form of a 
Servant. When the Apoftle therefore fays^- 
IFJ^a, being in the Form of Godi tmk upoif 
hm the Form of a Servant^ he plainly 
intimates to u^, . that he obfcured, or laid 
afide the Glory belonging to the. Fo|"m of 
God,, when he took the Forip of a Servant; 
Th^ J^orm of Qod therefore exprefles and 
contains all thofe Glories, which Chrift wil- 
lingly fuffered to b^ laid in bis State of Hu- 
rniiliiy. The vQryjfame Thing is exprefledl 
':. ^ ' 3 'by 
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fey the Equality with God here racntioacd ^ 
for it is faid, that he did not eagerly infift 
to be equal with God : Now certainly that 
which he did not infift to keep, and that 
which he enaptied himfelf of, is one and the 
fame Thing. If therefore the Glories which 
he laid afide were the Fbrm of Gody and if 
the Glories which he did not infift to keep 
were this Equality mtb God, you muft ne- 
ceflarily fay that the Form of God, and the 
£!quality with God, are one and the fame 
'f hing. What has hitherto b?en faid, does^ 
not fufficicntlyfdifcover what the precife 
Notion belonging to each of ithefe Expref* 
fions is; but it fliews evidently, I think, that 
tfhe Exj^uality with God, whatever it mcans^ 
did as properly and really belong to our 
Mefled Lord, before his coming into the 
World,^ as the Form* of Cod did ; which, as* 
far as I remember, a:ll allow to be the proper 
Charaftcr of Chrift in this Place, however 
they limit and reftrain it in their various* 
Expofitions/ . 

Befides, the Form df the Argument affrirds^ 

OS ftill a farther Evidence, that St. Paul 

efteemed thefe Charafters to be proper and" 

peculiar to Chrift, to be his natural and 

' inherent, not his borrowed Glories : For," 

confidcr-- 
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confider what it is that St, Pdul exhorts thd 
Philippians to; Look not, fays he, everjf 
Man on bis own Things, but every Man aljb 
on the Things of others : that is do not 
a£t merely upon the View of your own 
proper Good and Advantage only, but take 
into your Confideration likewife the Good 
and Advantage of your Fellow-creatures j 
He exhorts them that they ihould not red 
loLvlm axoirm^ look to their o v/n Things ; buty 
fays he^ Let this Mind be in you^ which was 
ajfo in Cbri/i Jefus. Then he fets forth, as 
tlie Argumeit requires he ftiould, how 
little Chrift regarded ra iavlS^ Things be- 
longing to himfelf ; for, being in the Form 
of Godj he was not eager of appearing equal 
with God. This Form of God therefore^ 
and this Equality vvith God, were certainly 
thofe Things of his own, which the Apoftle^ 
intended to-ihew that he did not look to y 
And without taking this to be his Meanings 
the Precept and the Example cannot meet 
in the fame Point. 

Suppofe then here, that the Form of God 
means the Glories proper andpeculiar to the 
Prefencc of God ; and that to be equal with 
God, in this Place, figniifies only to be 
cloathed with equal Glories> to appear in 

his 
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jhis Majefty an4 Ppwcr^ yet it dcfbrves to be 
f onfidered, who, and what Manner of Perfon' 
he is, to whom the proper and peculiar 
Clories of God, to whom his Majefty and 
his Power do belong, and fo belong to him, 
9S to be his own. Should God communicate 
Jiis Glories to a Creature, in the highcft De- 
gree that ^ Cj-eature is capable of receiving 
them ; yet tlje plories of God, fb commu- 
nicated to the Creature, could in no Senfe 
be faid to be the Creature's own Glories. 
Piir own Glories are thofe only which are 
proper and peculiar to our own Nature; for, 
^s the Apoftle elfewhcre fays, one Thing dif^ 
Jereth from another Thing in Glory. 

JBut the Apoftle's Mind will ftill farther 
appear as we go on : He took upon him, fays 
he, the Form of a Servant ^ and was made in 
the Likenefs of Man : And being found in^ 
Fajhion as a Man, he humbled himfelf The 
Form of a Servant is here plainly oppofed 
to the Form of God : When he laid afide 
Ae Form of God, he took the Form of a 
Servant : If tve can therefore come at the 
determinate Meaning of either of thefe Ex- 
preflions, it will certainly lead to the Know- 
ledge of the other. The true Key to this 
f lace is> I think^ to be found in the firft 

and 
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«nd fecond Chapters of the Epiftle to tKc 
Hebrews: Give me leave therefore for a, 
while to Ifeave the Apoftlef to the Pbiiippians^ 
^nd to confidcf whit the Apoftle t6 tHe 
Heirenjos teafches us. 

God J fays he, njobo at Jhndty^imes, an^in 
4rvers Mannerr^Jpake in Tmes pajt nnta the 
Fathers by the Prophets, Bath in ihtJh'^hz/{^ 
Daysjpoken unto us by his So A, whom be both 
appointed Heir of ail Thingr; h whom affSt 
he tnade tbeWoriis ■: Who being theBrtghtne^ 
^ his Glory, and the trprefi tmdge ef hii 
' Per/on, and upholding all ThiH^s by the WorA 
^ his Power, &c. Which amounts to no- 
more than what the Apoftle to the PhiHp^ - 
pians ha^faid of him, in fcw^t Words; ff^b$ 
Seing in th^e Form of God. Bat the Apoftle; 
to the Hebrews proce^d^ and flie'ws xik 
wherein the true Difference between Chrift 
and all other Beings lies i and places it Ini 
i^is deterftiinately, TharChrift was theStfn 
of God, aAd all other Beings, even flfd 
mightieft Angels, the Servants of GodriV 
iinto which of the AngeUfaidhe, at any Time, 
Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten 
fbee? And again, IwiShe t^himaWcether, 
artdhejhailbe to me a Son : And again, Jfl^ 
hirinpMntbeF^fft-Be^ot^enintQtbtH^d, - 

^ . ^e 
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ffi faiths And lettfU the Artj^els efGod ^'otfhip 
him. Thus you fceChrift is declareti to be 
the Son of Cod, and the Object of tho 
Angels' Wbrfliip. But of the Angds the 
Apoftle adds, H^bo mnketb his Angds Spirits^ 
audits Mtntfters a Flame of Fire: Atid, iit 
the laft Vtrfe of the Ghapter, ffieaking ftill 
.©f Angels, he &ys, A^e they not all minifier-^ 
ptg Spirits, ? 

The Image which the Writer to th(cf 
fikhre%vr{mms to have before hitn, is that 
of a gredt Houfehoki : He tonfiders God as 
ihc^at^rfamUids, tbelTatber of Chrift, and 
the Lord atod Maker of the Univerfe : Chrift 
1$ con^cicrcd as the FiHifsfamiliasy the Son, 
the Heir of all TJiingj, ashc ftyles him : 
Other 3eifjgs are the Servants and. At-? 
tendants, of different Order?, belonging to* 
Uie Fafpily. And under this Vifcw it is nol^ 
hard to kAow what the Appftle to the Phi^ 
lippums means> whefi he fays Chrift took 
Upon h\t!(k the Form cf a Servant : He was 
truly the Son of the Family, the Heir of all 
Things, and had the Form and Majefty of 
his Father; but he defcended from the 
Gtories of his Father, add became like one 
of the Family, fubmitting to take the Form 
^ ^hara^er of a^ Servant on him. The 

Apoftle 
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Apoftlc to the Pbilippiiins adds, being tnad§ 
in the Ukenefs of Men : The Reafon and 
Meaning of this Addition the Apoftle to 
the Hebrews will likewife teach us, c. ii. 
V. 1 6. Verify f he toak not on him the Nature of 
jingeh, but he took on him the Seed of Abra- 
ham.' Kn^tX'^ are Servants as well as Men : 
Therefore, by faying Chrift took on him 
the Form of a Servant^ fhere was Room left 
to fuppofe him to have taken the Nature of 
Angels : To ihew therefore what Nature 
he took, the Apoille adds, he took the 
Form of a Servant in the Likenefs qf Meny 
that is, in the Nature of Man. So then the 
^9^,(pri S^Xm^ the Form of a Servant, is the 
common Mark and Charadler of all the 
Creatures of God \ the ofjiotoofAcc^ the Likcnefo 
here fpoken of, is the peculiar and proper 
Character of each Species : So that the /jlo^' 
/tfAa and the o/uLoiodfjict oiv^^dnrB make a com- 
plete and perfeft Man : He was not only a 
Man in Appearance and in Likenefs, but in 
Reality, having the fame common Nature, 
<liftingui(hed by the fame fpecific Dif- 
ferences. 

The Apoftle to the Philippians adds. And 
being foufid in Fajhion as a Man, he humbled^ 
himjhlf. It requires feme Attention to the 

Apoftle'5 
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Apdftle's Argument, to diftinguifh rightly 
betweeri the Form, ihe Likcncfs, and the 
Fafhion, which arc all in this Place applied 
to Chrift Jefu^. In the fifft Verfe of thd 
Text, the Apoftle fays, Who being in the 
Form of God, did ndt eagerly retain hid 
Equality with God, but emptied himfelf : 
By this Equality which Chrift did nfot re- 
tain, but emptied himfelf of, I think it id 
impofiible to underftand any thing clfe, but 
the divine Glories in which he appeared i 
and whichy during the State of his Huiiii- 
Hation, he laid afide: His Nature he could 
not lay afide ; he continued to be the Son 
€lf Ood^ though he appeared not like the 
Son of God ; and therefore/ the Apoftle 
adds, being Man, he was found in Fafliibri 
as a Man, appearing in no greater Majefty 
or Gloryi than what truly belonged to him 
as Man. The Fafhion of a Man, in this 
Part of, the Text, I take to anfvver to the 
being equal with God> in the firft Part ^ 
that Equality which he laid afidc, being 
nothing elfe but the ^/acc ©fSi the Fafliion, 
or truly divine and majeftic Appearance of 
God; The Form of God> in the fifft Part^ 
anfwers both to the Form of a Servant, and 
the I^ikencfs of Men, in the fecond Part : 
Vol. IV. D The 
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The Form of a Servant being common to aU 
the different Orders of Creatures, it did not 
of itfelf fufficiently exprefs what Nature 
Chrift took lipon him j and therefore the 
Addition, in theLiker^fs of Men, >?v^sbur 
neceffary : But there are no different Orders 
of Beings, to whom the Form of God be- 
longs : And therefore, the Apoftle having 
told us that Chrift was in the Form of God, 
there wanted no Addition to inform us what 
Kind or Manner of Being he was -, for God 
has not communicated his Form or proper 
Glory to any of his Creatures : The Forna 
of God belongs to God only* 

And thus the Argument for our blefled 
Saviour's Divinity from this Text ftands. 
He had, J^efore he came into the Worlds 
the true and proper Glories of Divinity, 
and, under the Old Teftanacnt, appeared ia 
the real Majefty of his Father. Whether the 
proper and peculiar Glories of the Divinity, 
and the real Majefty of God, are commu- 
ilicible to a Creature, judge ye., Befidesi 
if the Apoftle, by faying Chrift took the 
Form of a Servant, and the Likcncfs of 
Men, means that he became indeed a vcrjtl 
Creature, and Man, confider what h« means 
by the fame Exprcflion in the other Part> 

wlacrc 
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wbiere he affirms, that Chrift was in the 
Form of God ; and whether he can mean 
lefs than that he was God, above all Crea- 
tures, as the Son of the Family is fuperjor 
to the Servants, and fubjed to the Father, 
as a Son, receiving from him whatever he 
has of Power, Glory, and Majefty. 

For the farther Confirmation of the Ex-' 
pofition of the Text here given, let us con- 
fider in what Manner St. Paul ufually 
applies the Example of Chrift, by fetting it 
in Oppofition to the corrupt Inclinations an4 
Paflions derived from Adam. Thus, in the 
fourth of the Ephefians^ he calls upon them 
tQfut off concerning thefonmr Converfation 
the Old Man^ which is corrupt according to 
the deceitful Lujlsy and be renewed in the 
Spirit of their Mind% and that they put on 
the Ne^ MatL^ which after God is created in 
Righteeiyhefs and true Holinefs: And \n the 
firft Epiftle to the Corinthians, Chapter the 
fifteenth, he fays, T'he firfi Man is of the 
Eartiy earthy ; the fecond Man is the Lord 
fr^m Heaven. As is the Earthy , fuch are 
they alfo thst are earthy i and as is the 
Heawn^^fucb are they alfo that are heavenly. 
Thece axe many other Places of the. lifcb 
impoiFt^ wiiicb occur fo fcequqntly, .t}\at 
D 2 there 
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there is no Occafion particularly to poiat 
them out. 

In this Paflage to the Pbilippians th« 
Apoftle does not exprefly draw the Com* 
parifon between the firft and fecond Adamt 
But the Account he gives of the Conduct 
and Spirit of the fecond Adanty is fo (Irong 
a Contraft to the corrupt AfFcdlions of the 
firft^ that there can be but lit^e Doubt of 
his Meaning. 

Liook into the Hiftory of Mbfei: There 
you will find that Adam was created after 
the Image ofGody and had Dominion given 
him over the Creatures of the Earth \ by 
which he became Lord of this lower 
World. St. Fauh in the Words of the 
Text^ tells us, that Chrift was in the Form 
^fOodi which gave him a Dominion over 
the Works of Nature, which had their 
Being and owed their Prefervation to his 
Power. Mofes gives an Account^ how 
Adam, through Difobedience and a vain 
Ambition, fell froni the Dignity in which 
he was created, and entailed Mifery upon 
bis Defcettdents. St. P^e^/fays, that Chrift, 
through Obedience and Submiffion to the 
Will of the Father, hath fet us an Example, 
by which^ if thfc fame Mind be in us, we 

may 
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may recover what ife loft. Mofes ^ells us^ 
iki^XAdam was tempted to eat the forbidden 
Fruit, upon the Hopes the Tempter gave 
him, that it would make him like to God^ 
and increafe him in Knowledge, to inoi^ 
Good and Evil: He thought if fuch an ad- 
vantageous Propofal, that he catched at the 
Opportunity, and eagerly embraced the 
Offer. St. PauFs Account is, that Chrift, 
who had a Right by Nature to appear in 
the Majefty and Glory of God, yet volun* 
tarily hid it-afide, aqd lived and died in the 
World, in Fajhion as d Man. What Adam 
got by this bold Attepipt, we all know : 
JJe run, like api eager and hungry Fi(h, to 
feize the Bait, but wi^s m]fcrably deceivedj( 
he loft the Prey, and fwallowed only the 
Hook : But Chrift, for a Recompence of 
his Obedience, was highlyexalted, and ha4 
a Name given him, which is ^bove every 
Name, 

If we admit of this Reference to the Cafe 
of the fivi^Adamy it will determine the Senfc 
of tl^ofe Words, which in our Tranflation 
are rendered, lie thought it no Robbery to be 
equal with God: For, in that Cafe, the Op- 
tK)(ition between the two Characters would 
P 3 * rctjuire^ 
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require, that it fhould be faid of Adam^ 
that he thought it a Robbery to be equaV 
with God ; which is abfolutely inconfiftent 
with the Account of Mofes^ and to the 
View and Reafoning of St. Paul. 
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':)fc^^3^ ^/ M?//, ^^ hufnbkd bir^lj^\fin4 
"9.^ A >^^ k€£amt^^^di^ntuntaDeaij!i^e%!en 
the Deatt(^tke Crqfs^ H«.was 
in the Foriiiof <?od;3Art he 
was DOt.fottd o£ rctaihing* or pMtking (hew 
of theGlories belonging to the diyinjcForau 
but took upon him the Form of afervant^ 
being made in the Likencfs of Men. This 
was great Humility: But -this was not all; 
for, being Man, he ftill descended lowers 
quitted thc^ Dignities and: Honours, : which ' 
even as'Man he mighthskVe retained j^fub- 
taitted to the meaneft Condition of the^ons 
gf Mcn> a Condition cxpofed. to Scorn and 
D4 Contempt 
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Contempt and ill Uf^ge; and at lafl- became 
pbedient unto Death, and that not the comt 
mon Death of Mankind, but of the vileft of 
Slaves, even the Death of the Crofs. The 
Hjimility thpn pf Chrift is Ijpre plainly fe- 
prefcnted to us under two Views : In one 
V iew the Apoftle coiifiders Chrift, who was 
in the Forni of God, defcending fo low as 
to become Man: In the other, he (ionfiders 
Chrift in the Fafliion of a Man, defcending 
yet Icper^ and taking upon himfelf th§ 
meaneft Condition, and undergoing the pioft 
ignominious Death, that either the moftmi- 
fbrable (ir the mpft v\ricked of ]V|ankin4 ha4 
ever experienced. 

Ihivt endeavoured to explain all tha$ be- 
lon]^ to the firft Iiiftance of Humility, by 
considering what the State was from which 
Chrift defccnded, and what the State and 
Condition to which he defcended. I fhall 
jiow confider this fecond Inftaoce c£ t|^« 
Humility of Chrift Jefus in the .feme M?t 
f hod, and lay before you, a§ far as I can 
fiifcern the Apoftle/s Meaniflg, the tru^ 
Senfc juid Imjport of the Words of the 
Text. In the firft Inftance we learnt what 
Stw P^iuPs Opinion was concerning our 
Saviour before his Incarnation j in this vfS 

ihail 
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^all find what Notion he had of him during 
his Abode on Earth. 

The Queftion you fee is this : What 
Notion had St. Paul concerning Chrift, op 
what Manner of Perfon did he conceive 
him to be, when he thus dcfcribed him, 
He being Jound in Fajhion as a Man 9 

This will appear, by confidering, what it 
meant by the Fajhion of a Man^ and what 
could lead St. Piml to the Choice of that 
Exprcffionj and likewife, by examining the 
Inftanc€s of Humility given in thcTcxt, tb^ 
becoming obedient t^ Deaths even the Death of 
the Crofs^ and confidering, of what Sort of 
Perfon it can properly be faid. That he was 
humble in fubmittirtg to Deaths 

ThtFaJbionofa Man denotes thofe proper 
and difting^ifhingCharaders which belong 
to a Man as fuch, by which he is known to 
be what he is; that is, by which he is 
known to be a Man, and not any other 
Kind of Being : For whoever appears with 
any Marks or Ghara^^^ers which (hew him 
not to be a Man, or to be more than a 
Man, canqot be faid to appear in the Faihion 
pf a Man. Whoever will be at the Pains to 
^onfider St. Paul'slJk of the original Word, 
find of the Verb derived from it| will find 

thi§ 
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thiis Atreount to hi tmc.:TJbu$, fop Ji}{jt^ticfi^ 
he tells us of Satan's transforming himfelf 
into ah Angel of Lights and of his Mii^ifttrs 
transforming tjiem&lves into. the A|)ofl:k? of 
Chrift J in both Pflaces tiling the Verb 4e- 
i;iv'ed farom the original Word in this JPUce.; 
ind in both Places his. Meaning is, not that 
Sftt^ri b.ecam^ an Angel of Light, or his 
Mimftors Apoftle^of Chrift* but that Satan 
appeared in the F^fl^iQP: of ,an;,Axigei of 
Light, fo.as m)t tote known fromJiO Angel 
©f lyigb't* *ttd liis Mifw^ei-s in thc; Fafliion 
tof Apoftles of CJwiiljXo 9$ not to, be diftin- 
gutftied-firfem.thpi^M By the Ffijiwm ^f a 
itf^w then Wq caii jili^brAand QnJ}Atl>e;tr4ic 
and real App^ar^^ccs of : a Man • . 
' Let lis phxec^lbofttp €0»fi4er^;^^l)it led 
l^i F.auJ <o this ©npnejion, ^x^ vrhy he 
might not -as :WeAl.j^y,saBd,.M%.Afow> b« 
humbled himfelf, ?^ ^\^gJ<mn^\ij^F4iJhwti 
us a Man, hehuTObtq^feimfelf: FQr$|iiswc 
muft look back, to xh^ yfirft Rife .of the 
ApofUe's . ATguqnt^^., ,The P^fon hern 
ipoken cs^ Jefii^ Chriflt,.was ip ^(Foim 
cf God, hnXjcetnptkdSmiftlf: Eaapfie^ Ih^- 
fdf of wtvit ?. Net of ins^ing or. Nature, 
but Cjf the Glorias :and Maj<t% i^oqging 
to hiKli/Beingifttliiel^'^rm 9^ P94i kekid 
1 afide 
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afide the Glories proper to the Farm of God, 
and took upon him the Form vf a Servant, 
in the Likeneft of Men. Whatever he was 
as to Nature and Eilence, when he was in 
the Form of God, that he continued to be 
ftill, when he became Man : But the ^flfitz 
©g5, the Glories of the Form of God, he laid 
down ; and though he continifed to be the 
fame, j^t, as to the ^rifjiay as to outward 
Dignity and Appearance, he was mere Man, 
being found, as the Apoftle fays, m Fajhion 
as a Man. Had the Apoftle conceived him^ 
whilft here on Earth, tohave been mere Man 
only, in what tolerable Senfe could he fay 
of him, being found in Fafhion as a Man ? 
for in what Fafhion (hodld a Mari be found, 
btit in the Fafhion of a Man? What Need 
was there of this Limitation, that he was 
found a Man as to his Fafhion, unlefs in 
Reality he was fbmething more than Man ? 
But if you conlider the Man Jefus Chrifl tq 
be the fame Perfon who was in the Form 
of God, and who, according to that Dignity 
of Nature, had a Right to appear in the 
Majefly and Glory of God, it is proper tp 
afk. How did he appfear on Earth? And the 
Apoftle's Words are a proper Anfwer to the 
(2*iieftion, He wasfoUndin Fajhion as a Man. 

The 
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. The Apoftlc perhaps had another View 
in the Choice of this Exprcffiori, And being 
found in Fajhion as a Man ; with refpeft to 
what follows, be became obedient unto Death: 
For it might well fecm ftrange, that any 
ihould attempt the Life of him> who was 
himfelf the Lord of Life. He became obe- 
dient unto Death; but how came he to be 
called to this Obedience? Who was the bold 
Man that laid Hands upon this God on 
Earth, and was vain enough to think of 
^ornpaffing his Death ? To which the 
Apoftle gives this previous Anfwer : He wa^ 
found in Fafliion a3 a Man ; as fuch, hia 
Life was attempted, and he became obedient 
unto Death. This I take to be the Import 
of the Wovdjbund; he wzs found in Fafliioa 
as aMan, and became obedient unto Death: 
By whom was he found ? By thofe who - 
fought his Life, andca.lled him to the Obe- 
dience, which he readily paid. If you allow 
the Apoftle to have had this View, you muft 
needs fuppoffe that he thought him more 
than mortal Man, when he is at fome Pains 
to affign a Rcafon that could tempt any one 
to think him liable to Death. Had he been 
mere Man, there would have wanted hone 
of this Caution and Circumfpedion : The 

greateft 
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grcateft are liable to Death, and liable to fall 
by the Attempts of the loweft, who, if they 
are wicked enough^ and defperate enough^ 
have Ground fufficient to hope forSuccefs, 
from the common Mortality, from which 
the greateft of the Sons of Men are not 
exempt. 

Secondly, Let us exaniine the Inftanccs 
of Humility given in the Text, and confidef 
to what Sort of Perfon they can be applied 
as fuch : He became obedient unto Deaths even 
the Death of the Crofs. Death is the com- 
mon End of all Mankind; and, if to die be 
Humility, in this Refpedt air arc equally 
humble. How comes Jefus ChriA then to 
be diftinguifhcd by this Inftance of Humi- 
lity ? How comes that to be Humility in 
him, which in every body clfe is Neceflity ? 
If you fpeak of mere Man, you may ^s 
properly fay, that he is humble in having 
two Legs or two Arms, as in fubmitting to 
Death, fince both are equally the Courfe arid 
Work of Nature : And yet you plainly fee, 
that the Apoftle reckons it great Humility 
inChrift, thathefubmitted to Death. What 
Manner of Perfon then was Chrift Jefus, 
aver whom Death had no Pgwer, but 
through his own Confent and Siibmiffiah? 

.4 'Mortal 
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Mortal he was, or clfe he could not haVe 
died ; more than Mortal he was, or elfe he 
could not have avoided Death ; in which 
Cafe, to die had been no Humility. Yo^ 
muft allow then, that St, Paul, in arguing 
as he does concerning Jcfus Chrift, necef- 
farily fuppofes him to be more than mere 
Man J to be thatPerfon, who was found in 
Faihion as a Man, bccaufe he willingly 
quitted the divine Glories belonging to him; 
who died,, becaufe he willingly laid down 
his Life, which no. Man could take from 
him. 

Let me obferve farther, with what Ac- 
curacy St. Paul fpeaks upon this Subjed; 
In the firft Inftance of his Humility, whea 
he quitted the Glories proper to the Form 
of God, the Apoftle fays, Ae empfied bimfelf^ 
miviidtTiv iav%y ; for the Form of a Servant^ 
and the Lilcenefs of Men, which he took 
upon him, were inconfiftent with divine 
Glories; they could, make no Part of them : 
Had he retained the Glories of God, he 
could riot have conie in- the Form of a 
Servant, or theLikenefs of Men i and there- 
fore he emptied himf^lf of thofe<jlories. la 
the fecond Inftance, the Apoftle confidcrs 
Chrift |efiii& as found in Fafhion as a Man^ 

and 
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and humbly fubmitting to Death, tven th« 
D^ath of the Crofs : Now to die, to die 
even upon a Crofs, has nothing in it incoin-' 
patible with the Fafliion of a Man ; all who 
die, qU who are executed, die in Fafhioaas 
Men : And therefore the Apoftte does not 
fay here that he emptied himfclf, for he re- 
tained the Fa(hion of a Man ; but he fays 
ie humbled himfelf : The Humility therefore 
here fpoken of, bears no Relation to the 
Fafliion of a Man here fpoken of; for the 
Faftiion of a Man fufFered no Diminution^ 
it continued one and the fame ; he was at 
much in the Falhion of a Maa upon die 
Cro(6, as he wafe before : The Humility 
therefore relates to the Perfon, and hi$ real 
Dignity, in Diftiniftion to the Appearance 
and FaihioD in which he was found. With 
fefpeft to the Perfon of Chrift Jefus, who 
was in the Form of God, to die wa^ great 
Humility : With refpedt to the Fa(hion in 
which he was found, it was no Humility | 
for he was found in Fa(hion as a Man, and 
he4iod but a« the Sons of Men ofiien die« 
Byt farther : The Apoftle had before^ told 
us, TIm* Chrift took upon him the Fotm tfa 
Servant , heing made in the Likenefs of Mm: 
This iftAeed was great Humility; for Wm, 

who 
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tvho was in the Form of God, and had i 
Right to appear in the Glories andMajeft/ 
of God; for him^ I fay, to defcend to a fer- 
vile Condition^ to become mere Man, waS 
^eat Huniility : Buti being Man, to die 
feems but a natural Confcquence; for Death 
is the Common, the natural Ipaid of all Men : 
How comes the Apoftle then, after he had 
told us that Chrift Jefus became Man^ to 
give us this as a diftind: and farther Inftance 
of his Huminty> that he becdmevbedient unti 
Death F This feems to be only the necefTary 
Cbnfequence of his being Man^ Had he> 
when he became Man, ceafed to be what 
he was before, Death had been but the 
natural and neceflary Confequence of the' 
Change : But, though he was Man, yet, 
being Lord of all Things, it was always iit 
his Power, as he himfelf has told us, tof 
take up his Life and to lay it dowil i for, as 
St. Paul, in his Epiftle to the Corinthiansi 
expreffes it, fpeakingof thofe who put Chrift 
to Death, they killed the Lord of Life, or 
the Prince of Life; which Expreflron occurs 
likewife in St. Peter's Sermon: Being thcn^ 
even whilft on Earth, and cloathed with 
human Flefh and Blood, the very Lord of 
Life, and upholding allThings by the Word 
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of his Power, he was fliperior to the Ne-* 
ceffity of human Nature, and fubjeft to 
Death only becaufe he chofe to die. To 
die therefore was great Humility : To die 
upon the Crofs ftill greater ; fubmitting to 
the Malice of thofe Wretches, who, whilft 
they were deftroying him, lived only by his 
Power, who was the Prince of Life. It was 
Humility therefore to become Man : After 
he was Man, it was Humility to die; fince, 
the Powers of Life were in his own Hand, 
and he could both lay down his Life, and 
take it up. If you confider what St. Paul 
fays in this View, his Difcourfe is jufl:, the 
Example full 5 but without this Support, 
you will hardly find either his Argument, 
or the Humility of Chrift Jefws. 
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PART IV. 




\HMREFQRE God aifo hath 
highly exalted him^ and given 
him a Name ^ which is above 
£veryName: That ai t-he Name 
ofjefm every Knee Jhould bow ^ 
^ Things in Heaven^ and "^things in Earthy 
4nd Things under the Earth ; andth^t every 
^ongt4iJboiild confefsthatJefusChri^ isLord^ 
to the Glory of God the Father. In thefe 
Words the ApoAle fcts before us the exs. 
ceeding great Glory to which • God the 
Father exalted Chrift, as the End and Re-r 
.ward of his great Humility and Sufferings? 
Words which very well deferve our ferious 
AttentiojEji and Confidcration, as inftrudting 
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us ia the true JRcalbn, an,4 difcovering to m 
^hc true Foundatipn pf tjic Honour an4 
Worfhip and Olory^ whidh the Chriftian 
^hi^rph has ever, and dill coi^tinues to give 
.^nd pay tp qnv }>]cfkd Lord« 

There is indeed aDimculty in conceiving 
how any Acccffion of Glory orHpnpur (hould 
be made to hini, who wasi before his coming 
into the World, in fbe'^orn^ ofQod, and, as 
fuch, was in PoiTeffion of the Majefty and 
(Slory belonging jto tl^ Form pf God^ aiiji 
yet the Apoftle's Argument feems to fuppofe 
an Acceffion of Honour to be made to him 
upon his Exaltation, as the Reward pf his 
Humility and Obedience. For thus t|le Ar- 
gument ftands: JefusChrift, wl^owasin the 
Form of God, and in Poflcffion pf divine 
plory, laid afi.de. the divine Olory, and took 
upon him the Form of a Servant, being 
made in the Liken efs of Men i and, appear- 
ing as mere Man, he fubmitted to Death, 
even the Death of the Crofs : Wherefore 
Cod, as a Reward to his Humility, has more 
highly exalted him (for fo the origin^ Word 
iignij&es) and given him aName above every 
Name. This Qlory therefore, accordiqg to 
the Strain of the Apoftle's Reafoning, ought 
to be a more excellent Glory thanthe firft 

Glory I 
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tilary ; for, if God gave himnpthing but 
what he had a Right to,* according to the 
very Excellency and Dignity of his Nature/ 
how did he reward his rtumility? To exalt 
a Man for his Humility; is to raife htim to 
a Station above What he had before hi^ 
Humility: According to I^arity of Reafon/ 
therefore^ the Glory to which Chrift was 
exalted) as a Reward to his Humility, ought 
to be a greater Oloryj than that which he 
had before his Humility. 

But how can thefe Things be ? you will 
fay : How can hei woo is tie Brigbtnefs of 
bis Father^ s Gioryi the exprefs Image of bis 
Perfom hdw can he be exalted in Glory ? 
or, what greater Glory can we conceive tharf 
tbe Glory of the dnfy-begcitteh oftbe Patberf 
efpecially confidering thatChrlfllumfelf, in 
praying for Glory for himfylf, prays for nof 
other Glory/ than that which he had before 
the World was: JlndnaWi O Fat ber^ glorify 
tbou me witb tbine own felf with the Glory 
which I had with thef before the World wasi 
John xvii* 5. 

To fet this Matter in a true Light/ jroii 

inuft-cottfider. That the Glories of Nature^ 

jind the Glories of Office afe very diffepenl 

and difldna Glories ; that the Apoftje^ ii^ 

E 2 *^^ 
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the Place before its, fays nothing of IKfe-' 
ture or Efience ; he fpeaks of the Perfort 
Jefus Chrifty andc3nfiders birn as the fame 
Perfon, in all his different' Statesy of Glory^ 
Hutoility,. abd Exakition,: The fame Na- 
tare whifch h-e had hcing in the Form of 
God, the fame he had in. his State of Hu- 
miliation, and nov/ has in his State of Ex- 
altatidn: 86 tTiat the ApofHe docs not con- 
fidel- him, in his Exaltaticn',, as having an 
higher Nature, of greater natbr'al Power* 
and Dignitiesy than he had before ^W Ex- 
altation; -and it would indited be very abfurd 
toTiippoie he^did J fot the Exaltation of any 
Pcrfoh'doGS not'confift in a Cliah'gfe o£ 
Nature, or natural Pdw^, 'but in acquired 
H(5rlC)tifs and Authority. When aJM-an i* 
taifed to be a Kirtg/ he'i^ ftill a Man, has 
fh1l the 'natural Pbi^i*S bf a Maft/ ;<iKthou1; 
Increaffe'or piminutiotr; though h^^ teceive^ 
iwjw Honour and newjAnithority. ^' ** 

The Apoftle's Argument tht^'do^s not 
infer tha'^t tbe natui^al iPo^Vers ai«l DighiticS 
of Chrift Jefus were increafed,^ orthat^tfeey 
wereeapable of f$ein^iiicreafed;/b tit only, 
that, to confequence of ^fheH-edemptron^ 
God put all Yhings immediately miderlMnnh^ 
making ^im Head over all, anS cortrfe*- 

quently 
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cju^ntly entitled him to that Worflbip, and 
thofe Honours, which were not before paid 
to him. Chrift Jefus was indeed fubfrrvient 
to his Father in the Creation of the Worlds : 
By bim all Tubings wen made^ and without 
him was not any "thing made that was made^ 
John i. 3. y^nd yet the Worfhip and Ho- 
nour which flow from the Rdation of the 
Creature to the Creator, always were paidi 
and ftill arc paid to the Father j for the 
Evidence ariling from the Works of Natures 
lead to the Acknowledgtaent of one^ and 
but of one great Being j and therefore there 
could be no FretepicjB of fetting up another^ 
either in Oppofition or Conjunftion with 
him> to be an Objeft of Worflbip : But 
when ChriA undertook and completed the 
Redemption of the World, then it wa? 
thought proper to make known the Glory 
which.be hj^d before the Worldi? began ; 
that we might know thafwe were to expedt 
Salvation from a Hand that was able to favc, 
and that the Honour and Duty owing to 
him who made us, and to him who re- 
deemed us, aright be confiftent: For when 
Chrift purchafed Mankind at the Price of 
his own Blood, they became his by the 
ilria^ Bonds of Juftice and Gratitude ; 
£ 4 - ther-e 



Digitized 



by Google 



^6 DISCOURSE!. 

there arofe a new Relation between the 
Redeemer and the Redeemed, and the Duty 
and Worfhip and Honour, which flow from 
that Relation, arc immediately owing to 
Chrift Jefus. 

* Thus Chrift, having perfefted the Re- 
demption of the World, was by die Father 
luade Lord of all Things : All Things were* 
put in Subjeftion under him, and the Head 
t)f every Man is Chrift : We are no longer 
our own, butQlrift's, being bought with a 
Pricey even with the precious Blood of the 
Son of God. This is the Scripture Account 
of the Matter, almoft in Scripture Words: 
And you fee here is no Room to fpeeulate 
about Nature or Effence, or to fuppofe that 
Chrift, before his Exaltation, was lefs ho- 
nourable, as to his Nature and Eflence; any 
tnorcthan there is Room to fuppofe thatGod 
was kfs honourable, as to his Nature, before 
thcCreation^ becaiife at theCreation the Sons 
df God fung together for Joy, and paid new 
Honours and Adorations to the great Creatoiv 

Havihg, 1 hope, removed this Difficulty, 
1 ftiall pfoceed to confider the Dodrine of 
the Text^ in the following Method : 

Firft, That the Power and Authority ex- 
fcrcifed by Chrift Jefus, in and over the 

Church 
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Church of God, are derived frotti this Ex- 
altation : And confequently, 

Secondly, That the Honour and Worfliip 
paid to Chrift, in and by the Church of 
God, are founded in this Exaltation. 

Thirdly, That the Power and Authority 
exercifcd by Chrift, and the Honour and 
Worfhip paid to Chrift, are, and ought to 
be, ultimately referred to the Glory of 
God the Father. 

Thcfe Propofitions are fo evidently con- 
tained in the Words of the Text, as to be 
fubjed to no Doubt in the Explication: But 
it may be of Service to (hew that the Doc- 
trine is agreeable to, and is confirmed by, 
the whole Tenor of Scripture. 

Firft, I am to (hew you. That all Power 
and Authority cxercifed by Chrift Jcfus, in 
and over the Church of God, are derived 
from this Exaltation. 

And the firft Authority which I (hall 
produce, inG#nfirmation of this Propofition, 
rs a very great one, even that of our blefled 
Lord himfelf 5 who, after his Refurredlion, 
and not long before his Afcenfion, appeared 
to his Difciples, and gave them a folemn 
Commiffion to teach and baptize in his 
Name : But, before he gave them Com-* 
. . miflions, 
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miffions^ he did, as it were, open his own> 
which was. the Foundation pf, theirs r All 
Power^ i^cys he, is given unto me in Heaven 
andjn Earth : Go ye, therefore y and teach all 
Nations y baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Boly Ghoji^ 
teaching them to oiferveallThings whatfoever 
f command you 5 and lo, lam with you alway^ 
even unto theRnd of theWorldf Matt, xxviii. 
18, ip, 20. In this Place you he^r ovir Sa- 
viour declaring all Power and Authority to 
be given him at his Refurreftion ; in con- 
fequence of which Power he commiffions 
bisDifciples to convert, baptize, andinjftru6t 
the World. There is Jio Doubt but this 
Power is Part of the Ex.altation U^hich St- 
Faul fpeaks of in the Ttixt, to which God 
raifed Chrift for his Sufferings : YoQ • fee 
likewife, that the Powers delegated to the 
Minifters of the Church derive themfelves 
from dtiis Power fo received ; and, coAfe- 
quently, ajl Ads done by them in the Name 
of Chrift, are founded in the Powec :^hich 
he received at his Refurredion. 

St. FauU in his Epiftle to theRomans, C. 1. 
V. 4. exprcfly tells us, th^xChriJi was declared 
to be the Son of God with Power, according to 
the Spirit ofHolinefsy by theRefurre^ionfrom 

the' 



Digitized 



by Google 



DISCOURSE I. 59 

fhe'Dea)i. God had iDcfore, at his Baptifm,j 
and at his Transfiguration on the Mounts 
declared him to be his well-beloved Son^ m 
whom he was well pleafed ', but at his Refur- 
region he was ifcclared not only to be his 
Son, bat to be his Son with TtyWer.. If you 
look forward to the fouiteenth Chapter of 
this Epiffle, yofl will find the Apoftle's Senfe 
of this Matter yecy ftdly and clearly ex-* 
prefledj For to thisEndChriJl both died j and 
rofif and revived^ ithai he might be Lord both 
oftbe'I>eadand]jh)ing: So that the Power 
over all Things, <be Donoinion both of the 
Dead and the Livingt commenced at the 
Refiirreftion, which was indeed the very 
firft Step to Glory and Honour, which our 
bleffed Saviour took after his State of Hu-. 
miliatioft and Sufferii^gs : For though, ac- 
cordingite our .Cooc^ptions, his Pains and 
SufFeringBv ended ipthe Crofs, yet in the 
Grave there is neitl»er Honour aor Glory : 
In lus *Refi»rre6tioh he firft and truly ap- 
peared to-be himfe^G. to be the Lord of 
Xife and Glocy. * 

In vHs.Bpiftle to the: Colojians^ towards 
Ae miadk. of tke firft Chapter, St. Paul 
%sdcs>hirg^ly <if the Perfon of JefusrChrift: 

He tscprefentsto th&m fei^ great Di^ty.and 

Glorv, 
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Glory, by fetting before thctti the Paii 
which he bore in the Creation of all Things^ 
and likewife the Authority and Power to 
which his Father raifed him, and which 
he now exercifes as Head of the Body, the 
Church. And this Place is tlie better ^prth 
your Attention, b^caufc the Apoftle does 

. not only diftinguifh between the Power by 
which Chrift created all Things, and the 
Power by which he goverfls alt Things Z3 
Head of the Body, the Church; hut he has 
likewife diilinguifhed and marked out to us 
the different Sources and Originals, from 
whence thefe two Povfcrs flow. In die i5tK 
Verfe he thus fpeaks of Jefus Chrift: Wio is 
tie Image of tie invifiMeG^, theFirJi-hom of 
every Creature : All Things were created by 
himy and for himi and be is before all Things^ 
and by him all Things con^fi. With rcfpedt 
to this great Wotk of the Creattpfli you fee, 
St. Faul confiders him as being before all 
^Things, as being the Image of the invifible 
God, the Firft-born of every Creature: Im- 
mediately the Apoftle adds. And be is Head 
of the Body J the Church ; who is the Bepn-* 

' ning, the FirJi-borH from the Dead. Thiij 
Xurely is a very different Beginnii^ liom 
that which he mentioned before ; and yet 

this 
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this Beginning, which is his Refurreftioa, 
IS plainly laid down as the Foundation of 
the Principality and Hcad(hip which he 
holds over the Church : He was the Begin- 
ning, the apxr^j with refpedt to the Creation 
of all Things, being the Firft-born of every 
Creature : He is the Beginning and Head 
of the Church, being the Firft-born from 
the Dead. 

I fhall mention but one Place more, to 
you, and that fo plain an one, that I (hall 
not need to fpend much of your Time in 
it : It is in the Epiftle to the EjjJbefians, and 
the firft Chapter, where St, P^u/ tells them» 
that his Prayer for them was, tiaf the God 
of our L$rdJ^fus Chrtft^ the Father ofGlory^ 
may give unto you the Spirit of fVifdom and 
Revelation in the knowledge of him: TheEyes 
of your Underfianding being-enlightened, that 
ye may know what is the Hope of his Callings 
and what the Riches of the Glory of his Inhe-^ 
ritdnce in the Saints, and what is the exceed^ 
ing Greatnefs of his Power to us-^wcird who 
beHeve, according to the Working of his 
mighty Power ; which he wrought in Chriji^ 
^htn he rai/ed him from the Dead, and fet 
htm at his own. right Hand in the heavenly 
f laces y far above till Principality andPowei^ 
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and Might and Dammiia, and every Name 
that is 72amed, not only in this Worlds but alfo 
in that which is to coine-, and bath pit nil 
things under his Feet^ and gave him to he 
the Head over aliThings to the Church 9 npbicb 
is bis Bodyi the Fullnefi ofhim, wboJiUctb all 
in all. What can be added to this De^ 
fcription of Power and Authority ? And 
yet the Apoftle, you fee, founds all this upoij 
his Refurre^aion, and his Exaltatibn confe- 
quent to it: Then were ill Things put un*^ 
der his Feet; then was he given to be Head 
Over the Church, and fet above jdi Principtr 
iity ^nd Power and Might ami Dominion^ 
and every Name that is named. The Scrip-^ 
ture abounds in Evideticc of thi$ Kind ; 
And I think there is nolhiog plainer in ih^ 
Gofpei, dian tt>at Chrift Jjcfus is our Lordt 
feecaufe he hath redccnied us : that he is pur 
King, being raifed by theFather ta 4U P<?wer 
and Authority ; that he is our Mediator fui4 
Interccffor, beii^fetd©wnonth€riglHHaa4 
bf God in the heavenly Places. Bw* 
^ Secoiidiy^ All Honcaor and Worfhip p^ 
$0 Ch^rift, in and by the Chnncb <?f Go4^ ar? 
founded in this ExaitajioWw ^ 
* This is a nacur^ii Confequesnce of what lif s 
l>een already %k^ Tbe Trtfe whkh Chrifl: 
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Jefus has to receive Honour and Worfliip 
jand Adoration in the Church, is the Reafon 
and Foundation upon which Honour and 
Worfliip and Adoration are paid him, in the 
Church. What his Title is, you have al- 
ready heard ; and, confequently, the Foun- 
dation of the Church's Worfliip has been 
already manifefted : But, that your Faith 
may not ftand in the Words of Man's. Wif- 
do<n, I will lay before you the Evidence of 
Scripture in this Point alfo: 

In the Revelation of St. ^obn wc have 
feveral Hymns recorded, which the Church 
of the Firft-born fing to God and to his 
Chrift ; an4 we cannot form our Devotions 
from a better Copy than that which they 
have fet us. In the fourth Chapter, the four- 
and-twenty Elders fell down before him 
that fat on the Throne, and worfliip him 
that iiveth for ever and ever, and caft their 
Crowns before the Throne, faying, ^bou 
art nvorthyy O Lt)rd, to receive Ghry and 
Honour and Power ifor thou baft created aU 
Tbings^ and for thy Pleafure tbey are and 
were created. Here you fee plainly, that the 
Adoration paid to God the Father is foundc4 
^pon his being the Creator of all Things : 
|Jook a little farther into the next Chapter, 

and 
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and you will find the fame Perfons praifing ' 
and adoring Chrift Jefus, faying, "Tbou art 
worthy to take the Bqoky and to open the Seals 
. thereof', for thou waft flain, and baft re^ 
deemed us to God by thy Blood, out of every 
Kindred, and Tongue^ and People^ and Na^ 
tion ; and hajl made us unto our God Kings 
and Priejis', and wefhall reign on the Earth. 
Here you as plainly fee the Worihip paid to 
Chrift to be founded in this, That he was 
flain, and did by his Blood redeem us : Nay, 
the very Choir of Angels fing Praifes to him 
in the fame Strain, faying. Worthy is the 
Letmk that was flain to receive Power y and 
Riches, and Wifdom, and Strength, and Ho^ 
nour, and Glory, and Blejpng. From ^H 
which it is evident, that. the Worfliip paid 
to Chrift is founded qpon the Redemption, 
and relates to that Power and Authority 
which he received from God at his Refur- 
feftion. 

In the Text St. Paul tells us, that God 
has given Chrijl a Name above every Name---^ 
that every Tongue Jhould confefs that Chrijl 
is the Lord — Where Confeffion implies 
much more than a bare Acknowledgment 
that Chrift is the Lord : It comprehends 
thofe Honours and that Worihip which 
3 tbof? 
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thofe whd Heartily cortfefs him to be the ' 
Lord will naturally and readily pay him. 
Hov^ this Confeflion muft be made, and 
from what Ground it muft proceed, the 
fame Apoftle, in his Epiftle to the Romans^ * 
has very fully acquainted us : This^ fays he, 
is the Word of Faith which we preach , That 
if thou Jhalt confefs Jefus to be Lord (for 
fo the Words ought to be rendered) and • 
Jhalt beReve in thine Heart that God hath 
raifed him from the Dead^ thou Jhalt befaved, 
chap, x^ V. 8, 9. Here yx^u fee St. Paul re- 
quires all Men to honour the Lord Jefus, 
upon this Account, becaufe God hath raifed 
him J rom the Dead. Every Man muft honour 
the Son f even as he honour etbtheF ather : This . 
Hdnouf paid to the Son muft proceed from 
this Principle of Faith, That in your Heart 
you believe that God raifed him from tlie 
Dead, and made him Lord of all. This- 
Confeflion, grounded uppn this Belief, St. 
P^z//calls the Faith which we preachy that is, 
the Cjofpel Dodlrine, that Faith by which a 
Man (hall be faved : And this is, .indeed, 
the true Gofpel Point to convince Men, that 
the bleffcd Jefus^ who died for their Sins, 
did indeed rife again, and now fits in Power 
and Glory at the Right Hand of the Majefty 
Vol. IV. F op 
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on high ; that he is LK>rd over alt, and abk 
to favc all who come to the Father by hion^ 
Without this Belief, Chriftianity is a vaia 
Delufion : For if Chrift be Hot rifen from 
the Dead, and exalted . to Glory, then is 
our Preaching vain, and your Faith is alfi 
vain. But if he be rifen from the Dead, 
if he naw reigns inPower at theRightHand 
of the Almighty, if he received this Power^ 
and if he ufcs it in order to our Salvation; 
can any thing be more abfurd than to deny 
him tbofe Honours, Mfhich are due to him 
in confequence of his Glory, and necefiarily 
flow from the Relation we ftand in towarda 
him ? The Danger which fome apprehend, 
in paying this Duty to their Redeemer, of 
robbing God of his peculiar Honour, and 
fctting up a new and diftin6t Objcdl of 
Worfliip, in Oppofition to thofe plain Com- 
mands which confine our religious Service 
to God alone, will vanifli away, if we con- 
fider, in the laft Place, 

That all Powers exercifed by Chrift, all 
Honour^ paid to him, are ultimately referred 
to God, the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift* 

The Honour and Worftiip paid to the Son 
muft cither be Part of the Service we owe to 
Cod, or it muft be inconfifteut with it. If 

wc 
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\fi hwe found out « new Obj^ift of Ado- 
rn^oa for oqrfelve$> we are Offepdera agftinft 
the Law, which fay«i T&oujl^f porjh^ /Ar 
JUrJfi^ God^ and Aim anfyfialt thoujirve: 
But if we hooQur Chrift in confequencc of 
the Power and Glory conferred on hia> by 
Qod, and in virtue ^f s^Coqaiqwd receiveii 
frgwi God, to honour the Son even a$ we 
honour the Father, theii the Honour w© 
P4y fo. Chrift is Part of the Service we owe 
toXjkyd^ and ari^ even out of that Coai- 
nft^nd, "itbMjkalt ni^orjbip the Lord thy Qgd^ 
and kifif wiy Jhalt tbou fervf. 
. Our Saviour has told us, "That aJi Power 
is ginj^n mto bimi in which he ailerts both 
his pwa and the Father's Authority; his 
QW»^ as being inverted with all Power ; his 
Father^ as being the Author and Fountain 
of ^11 the Power claimed and exercifed by 
the Sqn, He haa told us, by his Apoftlc, 
that at^he CqniuiTimation of all Things the 
Spu fliall ^efign his Power, that God may be 
oiltH aU% a iufHcient Declaration, that the 
Povver now pxercifed by him is the Father's 
Power, which, as it is at laft to be given up 
tp hiio, fo wa$ it at ^^ received froui hio). 
Ffo^ hpnce it is ipamfeft, that the Ho- 
lUHir pw4 t^ Qbri{if ig i|ltim»taly referred to 

F 2 God 
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God the Father ; for the rjonour paid to^ 
Chrift being founded in the Power and 
Glory to which he is exalted, the Hoitotrr 
paid muft naturally follow the Power and 
Glory to which it relates, and, at thelafty 
terminate in the Fountain and Origin of that 
Power and Glory, even God the Father. By' 
ttis Means the peculiar Honour of Godtlie 
i Father is fecured, whilft we worfliip and 
adore the Son. If >ve adore the Son, it is 
becaufe of the Relation to the Father r If we 
honour our Redeemer^ that Honour mitft 
redound to his Glory, who was, in Chrift, 
reconciling the World to himfelf : If we 
apply it to Chrift as our High-Prleft, at the 
fame Time we acknowledge his Gl6ry who 
anointed him to this OfEce: If we worftip 
him who is Head of the Church, wc cannot 
but adore him who gave Chrift to be the 
Head of the Church : If we fall down 
before him who has all Power and Might, 
at the fame Time do we confefs the Excel- 
lency of the Father, who hath given him 
all Power, and put alj Things in Subjeftion 
under him. So that we cannot honour the 
Son, as we ought to do, but wc muft at 
the fame Time honour the Father with 
the Honour due to him. And this fuffi- 

ciently 
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ciently fliews, that theGofpelhas not ftrained 
the Precepts of Natural Religion, inte^ching 
ius to honour the Son, whom the Father 
hath exalted to the Right Hand of his Ma- 
jefty on high, and given to be the Head 
over all Principalities and Powers, evei;i to 
thii Confummation of all Things. 
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TiTus.ii. 14. 

Whogevoe bimfelffor us, that be might redeem 
us from all Iniquity , andpurijy unto himfelf 
a peculiar Feople^ zealous of good Works, 



Kfe^j!^HE Exprcffion here made ufe 

iS^ X j5^ o^» ^^ g^'^ bimfelffor us, 
^^ * n^ is fo familiar to chc Ears. of 



'K T % 

^S.cc"v5 Chriftians, and is fo well un- 



dcrftood to relate to the Death 
of Chrift, and the offering up of himfelf 
upon the Crofs for the Sins of the whole 
World, that there is 00 Need to-giyc Light 
to it by alledging parallel Places of holy 
Scripture. The Expreffion is fomethitig 
fuller in St- Paurs firft Epiftlc to Timothy i 
Who gave himjdfa Rar^mfor all^ ii. 6. As 
Jikcwifc, GaLi. /^. fVbQ gave bimfilf for our 
, F4 Sins 



Digitized 



by Google 



72 DISCOURSE II. 

Sins : But the Import and Meaning of the 
Words is one and the fame. 

This Doftrine of the GofpeU That the 
Death ot Chrift was an Offering made of 
himfelf for the Sins of the whokWorM, a 
Price paid for the Purchafe of Mankind, 
that they might become his^ and, together 
with him. Heirs of Glory, and of ^ King- 
dom that (hUl n^ver fail^ is that great 
Myftery hid from Ages and Generations, 
but now made manifeft by the Preaching qf 
the Apoftles and Prophets of Chrift Jefus, 

But, that wemay notmiftake, and imagine 
that,^becaufe this Myftery is faid to be made ^ 
known and manifefi to us, therefore we are 
intitled to call for the Reafons, upon which 
this wonderful Adrpiniftration of Providence 
is founded, it is neceflary tp bbfcrve, that 
• the Gofpel is a R?yeUtion of the Will an4 
Purpofe of God, The Reafons upon vyhich 
he aded, when he ordained this Methpd of 
Salvation, are not fully revealed to us; nqr 
have we Authority to fay they ever will be. 
Under the Law we meet with many Inti- 
: jnations of God's Purpofe to fave Mankind; 
: Under ihe Gofpel this Purpofe is opened 
and proclaimed to all the World : But 
neither upder the I^aw, nor. yet ynder the 

Gofpel^ 
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X^ofpel, are wc inftrudt^r in the Reafons. 
of this Proceeding ; but, having. Life an4 
Immortality fet before, us in Cxod's owa 
Way, we are left to embrace them through 
Faith, and Confidence in hisPromifc,.who 
is able to perform the Wond which is gone 
out of his Mouthy 

• And, fince God has thought fit to offer 
the Gpfpel as a Matter of Faith to the 
World, and has given his Word, confirmed 
by Signs and Wonders, as a fufficient Se^ 
curity for the Performance on his Part, he 
afts without CommiflSon, who propofcs the 
Gofpel to the World as a Matter of Science 
and Knowledge, and the Refult of mere 
ReafoUj and pretiBiids to account fpr the 
Methods of God's Wifdom, which are far 
above and out of his Sight. 

If you afk, how it became neceffary for 
Chrift to die, pr why God required a Sa- 
crifice for thofe Sins, which he might, if he 
had fo pleafed, have freely forgiven ? I know 
•but one proper Anfwer for a Minifter of the 
Gofpel to make to thefe Inquiries, That 
God has not admitted him into thefe fecret 
Councils, nor fent him tp declare them tg 
ihgi World,. 
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Wc pretch the Death of Chriil a Sft^. 
^ifice and Expiation for Sin^ becaofe ^p^ 
pointed by God, who gave his Son to difc 
for the Sins of the World : We preach 
Chfift the Refurreflion and the Life, bc- 
caufe God hath given him Power to raife 
the Dead : We preach ChriA the Judge of 
ihe World, becaufe the Father hath com- 
tnitted alKJudgment'to the Son. If you afk 
for our Evidence, weanfwer with St. Pet<r, 
To him giyt all the Frophets wknefs, that 
through his Name wbofoextr belieotth in him 
fraH r^ceivi Remiffion of Sins, A&s x. 43* 
We anfwcr with our bldTed Slaviour, The 
W^f-ks "whicb he did in his Fathers Name, 
they hear witnefs tf Mm^ John x. 25. W^ 
unfwer widi St. Paul^ That God hath given 
this AJjurance untD all Mint that he willju^e 
the World by Chrift, in that be raifed Jejus 
fr^m the Deady A As xvii. 31. 

Upon this Evidence the Faith of the 
Gofpel ^iix^%\ The Chriftian's Hope of 
Salvation has no Dependence upon the Spe-^ 
culationsof curious I nqiiirerfi^ butreib upon 
this iinimaveable Foundation^ That aU the 
Frwiijis (f Gxxd in Chriji are l?a» and 
Amen ; that is^ fure, certain, and irrevoca*- 
})le Promifcs. 

The 
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The DeMh of Chrift was, as the hxAf 
Scripture teaches, foreordained before the 
Foundation of the World : And fince God 
intendtd, in the Fulnefs of Time, to oflfer 
Salvation to the World through Faith in 
Ihc Sacrifice of his Son, it is reafonable to 
fuppofe, that the Sacrifices before and under 
the Law were introduced and countenanced 
to prepart the Faith of the World to re- 
rcceivetheTenderofGod's Mercies, in virtue 
of the one Sacrifice to be offered for the 
Sins of the whole World ; that, being ac- 
tuftomed to alk Pardon for Iniquities by the 
Means of Sacrifices, Men might be ready 
and difpofed to receive the Grace of God, 
when offered under like Conditions. 

Sacrificesin the heathen World, as all othef 
T^ans of Religion, were corrupted, and ap«. 
plied to corrupt Purpofesj but they appear 
at firft in the religious Worfhip of the beft 
and moft approved Men in the earlieft 
Time, and were eftablifhed as Part of God*s 
Worfhip in the Church of his own founding 
among the People of I/raeL Had this beea 
Ji mere Piece of Supetftition and human 
Invention in its Original, however we may 
fuppofe God to accept gracioufly the free- 
Will Offering of a weak Mind, yet it is not 

to 
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to be fuppofed that he would, adopt th^ jSu* 
perftitioQi and make it a nece0ary Part of si 
Religion of bis own Eftabli(Jimcht. To 
avoid this abfurd Confequcnce^ it muft be 
maintained, that the Ufe of Sacrifice was 
introduced by divine Precept for the Atpoe* 
jncntof Sins. If Sacrifices were introduojd 
by the Command of God, they had fuch 
Virtue as he thought fit to gnnex to tljic 
Performance, in confequcncc of thePromife 
which attended them ; but if they came ixi 
any other Way, it is impoflible to copceiv^ 
that there was any Virtue in themt : And 
/ince we are taught that the Sacrifice o0ered 
up by Chrift is the only true expiatory Sa-, 
crifice for the Sins of the World, it is nja-* 
nifcft that all other Sacrifices accepted by 
God owed their Efiicacy to the Hcl^tioi) 
they bore to this one Sacrifice, through th^ 
Appointment gf him, who gave them for 
3igns and Figures of better Things to come. 
This Reafoning upon the Principles of Re« 
velation taught us in the Go(pel, mayihew 
us, that the Efficacy of Chrift's Sacrifice is 
not confined to any particular Age or Time; 
that Sacrifices in the antient Church of God 
were Figures and Reprefentations of this 
pne great S^crifipe, a$ the Eucharifi: in the 

Chriftiaw 
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Chriftian Church is the Memorial of it; 
and that the moft material Und fignificative 
Part of Worfliip among the People of God 
has ever been, the Jhewing forth the Lord's 
Deaths in Types and Figures before the 
Comiiig df Chrift; and in thdCQmmunioi^* 
of his Body ever fince. 

This Sacrifice conveys to us the Charter 
of -God's Pardon, and, together with it, the 
certain Hope of Glory and Immortality. 
We arc now no longer our own, that we 
(hould obey the Lufts of the Flefli ; but we 
are his, who hath purchafi^d us with the 
ineftiniabla Price of his own Bloody pur- 
chafed CIS, hot to be Slaves, but to be his 
Brethren, and Heirs with him of the King- 
dom of God, 

Thefe are great Hopes, and are built upon 
our Faith in the Promifes of God through 
Chrift Jefus. How reafonable this Founda- 
tion is, a little Confideratfon will fhew. All 
Religion ultimately rcfolves itfelf into Truft 
and Faith in God,.. Men are not apt to refer 
thofe Conchifions to the Head of Faith, 
which they colle<9: from their own natural 
Rtafon; and yet, oftentimes, thefe Conclu- 
fions have no other Support, In common 
Affairs of Life> where we have long known 

Men 
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Men to aA upon Priucipletf of Honour aodl 
Virtue, we think ourfelws as fe<;«r« in our 
Dealings with them, w if we pntditd thcwi 
in every Step with Bofids and Obligotions* 
This is, without Dcubt> Truft and Confi-. 
dence; and yet it is a natural Conclufion 0( 
our Reafoningupon theCharaftersand Qua** 
litiw of Men about us. This is the very 
Argument upon which Natural Religion 
forms all its Conclufions : It reafops from 
the Chara<3:er and Attributes of Godt anA 
refts itfelf in this Conclufion, That fo juft 
and reafonable a Being will deal juflly and 
reafonably with the Children of Mien ; and. 
what is this but Faith and Truft in God ? 
To any higher Point of Certainty Natural 
Religion cannot arrive : For thpu^ we may 
certainly conclude,from the Wifdoro,G'ood-» 
nefs, and Juftice of G^d, that he will, in 
aD his Dealings, a^ wijfcly, mercifully, and 
juftly; yet we cannot draw this general 
Concluiion into Particulars, andfayprecifely 
what is the very Thing which God will dp 
in any Cafe, or by wh^t particuj^r Method 
he will bring it about. To ^tc^mfy^ tbM 
We muft be as wife as God i for no Being 
not infinitely wife can, with C'crtainty, iay 
what is the beii: Thing for miantc Wiidooji 
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te do : For, though we learn from Natural 
Religion to depend on God for future Hap- 
pinefi, if we do well ; yet Nature prefects us 
with great Difficulties ; We die, aridmoulder 
toDufty and in that State, what we are, or 
where we are. Nature cannot fay : Whether 
w« are Beings capable of Enjoyment out of 
the Body; wh«bof we are to have the fame, 
or oAer, or any Bodks; what Kind of Hap- 
pinef$ isprepared for us ; what Capacities 
and Powers we fhall be endowed with, and 
the Hke, are Inquiries in which we can have 
n> Light from mere Reaibn. 'What does 
Natiural Religion do then under thefe Diffi- 
culties ? Why, it fupports itfelf upon this 
one rational Concluiion, That God has 
Power and Wifdom to condudl this great 
Afiah* in the heft Method ; and to him it 
may bcj fecurcly left. And is not this a 
Relfgion of Faith, which trufts God for all 
its deareft Concerns ? 

This Faith of Natural Religion istheBafiS 
and Foundation of Gofpel Faith : For, as 
Roifon teaches us to depend upon the At- 
tributes of God's Wifdom, Juftice, and 
Goodnefs, it teaches us alfo to depend on 
his Veracity : And therefore, upon God's 
dddbring the Method in which he will fave 
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the World, it is altogether as ntitkaAin' 
Aft of Faith to rely upon the Method^ 
-v^hith he has declared, as it is in' Natimd ■ 
Religion to rely upon hi^'Goodnefs ta do the- 
Thing, without being able to affign kny* 
Method in which it fhallbc done: ^or if 
it be reafonable in Natural Religion to rely ' 
upon God's Goodnefs for the Pardon of Si»y 
is it not as reafonable, under the Gofpeli t5 
rely upon Pardon thrcrugh Jcfiis Chrift, God 
having declared himfelf reconciled to the 
World through Jefus Chrift ? The Dif-^ 
ference lies not in the Nature of' Faith" in 
one Cafe and iii the other, but in the Extent! 
of our Knowledge in one Cafe and in the > 
other. Under Natural Religion we fee only • 
this, that God is merciful ; and therefore 
our Triift and Faith can go no farther than 
this, to rely on his Mercy: Undpr the 
Gofpel God has declared, that he has given 
his only Son to die for the Sins of the 
World ; and' therefore we believe, that 
through the Death of Chrift we fhall re- 
ceive. Pardon and Redemption. In Natural 
Religion, the general Belief that God will 
fave us, implies that fome Means fhall be 
ufed for our Salvation : Under the Gofpel 
the Means are afcertained ; and therefore 

the 
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tha F^^ qf aChriilian embraces the M^^ns^ 
as. well as the. End of* this Hope, < 

In ThijPgs which arc within ouf Power 
to do, or to conceive, we can judge of the 
Fitnefs or Unfitnefs of the Means made ufe 
of to do thcni; but in Things which exceed 
ourPowerand our Conceptions, we h^ve not 
this Judgment. We judge the Earth to be 
a proper Place to receive the Seeds of Vege- . 
tables : The Seed of Animals have their 
proper Repofitories alfo. But we judge of 
the Propriety in thefe Cafes from Experience 
only : We think them proper, becaufe we 
fee they are ; for We have no Notion of the 
Propriety of thefe Means, or any clear Con- 
ception of the Operations of Nature in one 
Cafe or the other : And could thefe Methods 
be propofed to one quite a Stranger to the 
Works of Nature; and fhould he be told, 
that the Way to make ten Bulhels out of 
one, was to throw the one into the Ground, 
and there let it lie and rot, very probably he 
would think the Propofal exceedingly ab- 
furd. Now, to give Life to ope dead, or to 
conceive how it is to be given, is the re- 
moteft Thing that can be from our Powers 
and Capacities. Let the proper Means 
therefore be what they will, they muft be 

Vol. IV. G above 
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Natural Religion throws itfelf upon the ua-- 
IkhfYeci Power bif God; which ii owning 
ilfelf no Judg6 of the Means for^effcSing' 
this great Work. The Gofpel has opened 
to us the Purpdfes of God for effeiJting this 
Work: We complain that ive d6 hot fee 
th6 natural Tendency qf thefe Me^ns to the' 
End propqfed; not confidering that ^he 
Work k(felf is myfterious, and therefore the 
proper Means to effe£t It muft be fb too» 
^ That the Death of Chrift flipuid he the' 
liifepftheWpridyiSiftirpriziiJgPrbpofition:: 
And yet to fay this'is not a. proper Method 
for redeeming theWorld, without having a: 
clear ^"iew of the whole Difpenfation of 
Providence with refpedt to Mankind, is 
litterly abfurd. 

The Scriptures of the New Teftament 
have difcOvered to us, that we are the im- 
mediatfe Workmanjfhip of the Son of God, 
fy whom all things were made nibhich tvere 
made*y being created by himy 'and for" him. 
How far this Relation betwei^n Chrift and 
th-e* Children of Men'made it proper for him 
toofferr, ind for God to accept the Sacrifice 
of hisDeaih, as an Exbiation for the Sins of 
the Worlds wearc not airedly inforpied, ^or ^ 
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Is it eicpedicint foi^ tis to be Wife above what 
is written : But fomc thing of this Sort feems 
to be intimated in Scripture. The Fall of* 
Man was the Lofs of fo many Subjdfts to 
the Chrift, their natural Lord under God, in 
virtue of his haying created them : The re- 
deeming them was the recovering of them 
again, the re-eftaHifhing his Power over hisr 
6wn Works. Sfec how St. Paui defcribes 
this Work bf our Redemption: G^d hatb 
deHvefed us fram the Fotssers of Darknefs^ 
and troji/latedus into the Kingdom of his deaf 
San, Col. i. 13* In the next Vcrfe he re- 
cites the Means made ufe of for our Deli- 
verance : In whont we have Redemption 
tbtough his Blood, even the Forgivenefs of 
Sinsi For the Confirmation and Eftablifli- 
ment of this Doftrine of the Gofpel, he 
imtnedrately fubjoins the Relation in which 
Ghrift ftands towards uS as our Maker, and 
the new Relation acquired in virtue of his 
Rtdemtption. In the firft View,, he ftylcs 
him, "fhelmdgtiftbeinviJibleGody theFirft^ 
hm of tverj Creatures for by him moere aH 
Things created— and by him alt Thhigs conjijl^ 
In the fecond View, he calls him, The Head 
^tha Bodfy the Church, who is th'eBeginningf 
tlkVif§^b9rnfromfhcI>ead^ thatinallTbingi 
Q% hi 
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be tmght have the Pre-^minemirAs/wcowt^ 
to him our firft Life, fo we pwc to him our 
feccMid ; The Reafon of iWs Difpeniadon of 
l^rovidence in the Redemption of Mankind 
is added by the Apoftle : For it pka^d the- 
Father^ that in himjbould allFulnefs dwj^Ui^ 
and {having made Peace by the Blood of bis, 
Crofs) ky him to reconcile all Things to him- 
felf. The Scheme of Thought which runs, 
through this Paflage of Scripture feems ta 
be, this; That as Ch rift was Head of the 
Creation, and made all Things, fo when 
God thought fit to rcftore the World from. 
Sin, it pleaied him that Chrift ihould be 
Head alfo of this new. Work> the Firft-born- 
from the Dead himfelf, and the Giver of 
Life to every Believer : For this Purpofe, ha 
made Peace by the Blood of his Crpfe, and 
reconciled all Things to God, that in all 
Things he might have the Pre-eminence.. 
Thus- much we collect from the Apoftle^s^ 
Reafpning ; and difcern pkinly, that the 
•f re-eminence of Chrift^ as Head of the 
Church, is conneded and related to his 
Pre-eminence as Head of the Creation* 
Therefore we have Reafon to believe, that 
the whole Tranfadion of our Redemptioa 
through Chrift^ his Incarnation, his Life oa 
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Earth, his Death on the Crofs, the Sacrifice 
he offered for Siri, and his glorious Rcfur- 
cedlion, are founded in the moft abfolute 
Propriety, and are the Refult of infinite 
Wifdpm, chufing the fitteft Means to ac- 
complifh this great Work. 

To go back then from whence we fet 
^ut. This is our Hope and Confidence j 
That Chrift gave himfelf for us. Let this 
Hope live with us here, that we may live 
fey it for ever: Let it ever mortify our cor- 
rupt AfiFedions on Earthy and teach us to 
live only to hina» who died for us; for wc 
are to the World, aad all the Lufts of it, 
Jead, and our Life is bid with Cbriji: And 
when CbriJl, who is our Life^ Jhall appear^ 
tbenjhall we alfo appear with him in Glory. 
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I Timothy i^.ic..^,,,, ,. , 

^Ms is afdithful ta^ngf ' ahii'WorWy^ ^f all 
Jticeffatidh, tbdi Shrift "J^us cmfifito 

FJ^^t??2r*^HES^^ Words con tarn the 
^£^5^ great Charter of the Chriftian 
f^ ^ n% Church,^ and are the Title 

"sAdft^tMS ^y >y]^ip1^ ^^ cUim all the 
Benefits and Promifes of the 
Gofpel^ If you inquire upon what Pre- 
tence^ we proclaim the Peace of God to 
Mankind, upon what Confidence we offer 
Pardon to^Simicrs, who according to the 
Terms of natural Juftlce are Veffels^f Wrath 
ftted for pejirukior^i vfc anlwer, in the 
Words of^theText, that Chrifi^jejm came 
into, .the World to fave Sinners } and tliat in 
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his Name we preach Salvation, and Peace, 
and Pardon to Offenders. 

This is the Doiftrine which, together with 
the Principles on which it is founded, and 
thJCfnfeqDences^fiafufaUyflowing fflbna ft, 
diftinguifhes theChriftian Religion frpm all 
Other Religions whatever. The Hopef ^e*r 
culiar to Believers are built upon this great 
Article ; and whatever Advantages and Fa- 
vours we pretend' to* under the Gofpel, more 
thap^ can be claimed upon^ the Xert?\s of 
Juftice and Natural l^eligion, . are to be 
afcribed to this only, Jy&^/ ^^^ifi %^VSfame 
into the World tofave Sinndrs. 

Whoever therefore, rqjedts this . Article^ 
he does indeed xtxtGi tb'^Chriftian Religion; 
I mean not that fucli afxbne muft n^cfflarily 
rejeft all the Religion contained in'thcBooks 
of the Gofpel; for the moraj^ EHittcs jo£-the 
Gofpel are the very Duties of KaturaJ Reli- 
gion, iniproved and carriecf intoTerfediori} 
and the Man who^ receives not Chrjft: for his 
Saviour and Redeemer, may yet receive the 
Dodtrincs of Morality,' as taught and ex- 
plained by him, becaufe he finds them 
agreeable to the Light of his own ^Reafon 
and Underftanding. ' ' ' y 
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The Difference then between a true Deift 
and the Chriftian arifes from the DcnStrine 
Contained' in the Text. They both equally 
believe the Being and Providence of God; 
and the Obligations of Morality are equally 
admitted on both Sides. The Neceflity of 
a virtuous Life, in Obedienoe to thefe Obli- 
gations, is no Matter of Difpute ; at learf 
there is no Reafon why it fliould be Matter 
of Siipute between them. The Deift has 
fto Inborn to doiibt in this Cafe ; for he has 
iio other Hope than in his Obedience, which 
of NbCeflity therefore muft be fo perfect, as 
to rcndeir him acceptable in the Sight of hi^ 
tquitable Judge : Aridif theChriftian builds 
fo far* t)n' other Hopes, as to ncgle<5l the 
weighty Matters of the. Law, he deceives 
him felf, ^ and abiifes the Gofpel of his 
Saviour. 

But then in other Refpefts they differ 
widely : The Deift reckons himfelf, and. 
the Reft of Mankind, to be in that State of 
Nature in which God created them, and 
therefore capable of obtaining, by the prefent 
Powers of Nature, the End defigned by God 
for Man : In confequence of this, as he owns 
the Duty of obeying God, fo in Right of his 
Obedience he claims his Favour and Pro- 
7 tcdtion. 
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tetSi^n. The Chriftian is pcrfimded^ that 
Man ta^ fallen f^otn th^Stateof J^nocenca 
in which he was cixatad; that,, heii^ ^ 
Sinner, he has no Claim upon Qrpd by ^a 
Obedience, but ftands in Need of Pardon ;. 
and that, being now weak thrQWgh Si^, he 
ftands in Need of Grace and Afflftaoce to 
enable him to perform the Conditions pn 
'wiiich the Pardon of God is offered : '^ni 
he believes that God has indeed pai;d£vied 
Mankind, and granteti themReci^nciliai^^ 
being thereunto moved by tlic Qb^dijsiiice 
and Sufferings of his Son Chrift^^us --a^ 
that he hath promi fed, and will ii^^ 
his Grace and Affiltance to all tryeJ^^^Uevers 
an Chrift, to enable them to .per^ni, the 
.Gouditionsof his f ardon. . . ... 

^ What the Chriilian tluis belicv?)}, thcf 
Gofpel plainly teaches : And thefe'.^re)th# 
gr€at Poiats.to be nf>adejgoodj ^4:ihev ^^ 
|riefly coii>p;re,hende4 in the W9rds of th«5 

^ To illuftrate and confirm thisPropofition^ 
j^ will be proper to fliew, 

Firft;, What Reafqn we have to believp 
jthat Men were SinneFS, and flood in Need 
pf Pardon and S^lvstioo.- ^ 

Secondly, 
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Sfcon(Hy> By whatMeans Chrift perfected 
ihcif Redemption and Salvation • 

Tl^c firft Qijeflion is. What Reafon have, 
we to believe that Men were Sinners, and 
ftood in Need of Pardon ? 

It is a Saying of St. Auftins^ Si non perijffet 
HomOf mn "oeniffet Cbrijiusi ^Man had not 
fallen y Cbriji had pot come : And our Lord 
fpeaks to the fame Senfe^ when he tells us,. 
TieSpn 4f Man is ^ome to feek and to fave 
tiaf which was Iq/i: And his Anfwer ta 
tho(e who reproached him with converfing 
with Publicans apd Sinners flands upon the 
^ame .Ground; T'h^ that are whole need not a 
^by^ian^ hut they that are Jiek. Had Mao? 
coQ^laved in Innocence, the Religion of 
Nature would have anfwered all the Ends 
lof his Creation : He wanted no Redeemer 
in his natural State i for it would be abfurd. 
jto fiipppfe ithatChrift came to r^deen^ Mai^ 
from ^he State and Condition in which Go4 
ma^e him. After jhc Works of the Crea^ 
tion were finiihed^ God liked them all^ and 
Jaw everything that he had madey and behold 
it 'was very good :■ In this Stite thenefort 
nothing was waoting.to ihe Perfedion of 
^e Creature : G(kd was pleafed with all. hi» 
YfQtkh and with Mao e^cialfys to wMpiOt 

he 
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he gave Dominion over the Reft of tlie 
World. In this State therefore there was- 
no Want of a Reconciler between God 
and Man j nor would there ever have been 
any fuch Want, had this happy State con- 
tinued. 

That Innocence and Virtue fhall be re- 
warded. Guilt and Iniquity punifhed, is no 
more than what natqrd^enfe and Reafon 
have always taught the confidering Part of 
Mankind: For the Voice of Reafon and of 
the Law aref in this RefpeA the fanie, 7Ais 
do, and thou Jhalt live. And though Man 
is altered and changed, yet the Nature of 
Things is ftill the famej and he is np ill 
Reafoner, who, from the abftrafted Conft-. 
deration of Virtue and Vice, concludes, that 
Virtue has a juft Title to Reward, and Vice' 
deferves Punifliment: And it is no Wonder 
that they who argue upon thcfe general- 
Views only, fhould imagine, that moral 
Virtue may ftill exalt a Man to all the* 
Degrees of Happinefs that his Nature is 
capable of. 

In the celebrated Qu^ion concerning the 
Merit of good Works, there has arofe muck 
Confufion, for Want of diftinguifhing be- 
tween good Works, fimply and in their own 

Nature 
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Nature confid^red, and confidered as done 
or performed by the Sons of Men. The 
firft is a lingle Queftion ; Whether Virtue 
in its own Nature has a Title to Reward ? 
And who will deny it ? For as fure as God 
is juft, as fure as there is a Difference be- 
tween Good and Evil, he will, he muft re--^ 
ward the one, and puniih the other. But 
when you afk. Whether the good Works 
of Men deferve and merit Reward ? you 
ftrangely alter the State of the Queftion; for 
here not only the Nature of good Works, 
but the Nature and Condition of Man muft 
be confidered too. If he has already con* 
eluded himfelf, if Sentence is gone out 
again ft him, and his Cafe be irretrievable, 
your Queftion muft be impertinent; becaufe 
you afk. Whether he, who is already under 
Condemnation for his evil Works, may be 
rewarded for his good Works ? 

Put the Cafe, that a Man ten Years ago 
committed a fecret and barbarous Murder; 
that iince he has lived in an unblameable 
Submiifion and Obedience to the Govern- 
ment : Afk then the Queftion, Whether 
Submiilion and Obedience to the Govern- 
ment have a Right and Title to Prote<3tion 
and Defence in Life and Fortune ? Every 

Man 
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Afaa Wih\anfwcr, Yes, But aflc agaln^ 
Whetlier jhi? Man^s Obe^encc and Sub- 
' fniflioh have the fame. Right and Title ? 
Every Man will anfvvef, "No: Becaufe the 
Villainy committed long (ince puts him out 
of Prbte<3:ion of theGovernmfent, and Juftice 
IS ftill indebted to him for the horrid Faft; 
and whenever it meets him wiH execute 
upon him Wrath and' Vengeance. 
' I lAteiid not tg prdfs this Inftarice to a 
Parallel with our Cafe : But thus nklich, at 
Ifeaft, it ihews. That Virtue and Morality 
may,' in their own Nature, and in tham- 
felveis cpnfidered, deferv^Rfe ward from a 
juft and righteous Being; and yet the Virtue 
srnd Morality of Man may not deferve it. 
And this is the parting Point between the 
Patrons of Natural and Revealed Religion^ 
the not confidering which has hiide fobe 
imagine, that, whilft we defend the Aiitho- 
iity of Revelation, we give up the Principles 
of Reafon and Nature. Is there not, fay 
they, an effential DifFerence between Virtue 
arid Vice ? True, there is,. Is not Juftice 
t"he Attribute of Qod ; ap^ muft nota Juft 
G6d reward Virtue, and/ puniih Vice? True 
ftilL Is not this then, fay they, a fofficienif 
Foundation for Religion^ without recurring 

t* 
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io Grace and Faith, or Miracks, or Myftc- 
lies? True, it is, v^ere native Innocence is 
y prcfcrvedi. where Religion is res Integra z 
But what'Will you fay of thpfc whp have 
already dfPended I Confult your Principles 
of Reafopi the Voice of Nature is^ that Vice 
muft be pufiiflied ; If fo, all that Offenders^ 
all that Sinners can expe(9: from Natural 
Rcligicto is the jufl: Reward of their Sins 
Wnd Offences : And whether thefe are Aich 
Terms, ahd Conditions as fliould endear, 
Naturall^eligion toSInners, Common Senfe 
ihall judge. 

Were Chriftiatiity to be preached to a 
new R'^ce pf Men> created without Spot of 
Sin, of Stain of Guilt, they might w-dl 
wonder at the Conditions of Faith' and Re- 
pentance ; at the Doctrine of Salvation b/ 
the Righteoufnefs of Chrift, and not' by 
difeir own ; and that their Happincfs (hinild 
depend riot upon their own Works, but 
wpon the free Grace and Promife of God: 
They might well afk, Why (hould G5d 
make thaft a Matter of free Grace and 
Promife, which muil be the heceflary EiTci^ 
and Confeqiience of his Juftice? Why majp 
we not be fayed by ourownRightcbufnels^ 
fl^cc Rightcoufiieft has a liaturarClaiai to 
*• " ' Happinefe ? 
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Happinefs? What flrould we repent of, who 
have done no Harm? or. What other Objed 
have we for Faith than the Juftice of God, 
which is theFoundation upon whichReligion 
ftands ? But fhould this new Race fall from 
Innocence, and ftand liable to the Punifli- 
ments of Vice; fhould you then aflc them 
where their Hopes were, they would not an- 
fwer, Iprefume, in the Juftice of God, or ar* 
gue upon theRight that Virtue has toR eward ; 
but, could they exprefs any Hope, it would 
be in the Mercy and Forgivenefs ^f God, 
And whence muft this Forgivenefs come ? 
Is it the Gift of God, or is it the Reward of 
Sin ? If it is the Gift of God, then it is 
free Grace : If it be the Gift of God, then 
he alone can tell whether he will give it or 
no ; and you cannot know it unlefs he de- 
clares it : What God declares is a Revela- 
tion ; and all the Affurance you can have 
that he will be as good as his Word is, thac 
you believe and depend upon his Truth for 
the Performance of what hs has promifed, 
Prom whence it evidently follows, that the 
Religionof a Sinner muft be a Revealed Reli- 
gion, and the Principle of it muft be Faith. 

Some, 1 know, contend, that it may be 
proved, from the Mercies and Goodnefs of 

G9d, 
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God^ tha^ Ip,e >vUr forgiyie Sinners, If Cq 
l;here cap be no.fuch Thing, as Natural 
RdUgion : Forjt i&dcmonftrable, from tb^ 
Juftice of God^ that he mi>ft reward Virtue, 
and puaifli Vipe^ and> if it be demonftrablq 
too from biaMerqy that he-muft forgive- 
Sin, then Natural Religioi^ includ9S ;th^ 
greatcfl: Contradiftion in Nature, thai; Sin 
neceHarily muft, and necefla^rily muftnot; 
be puniftied. If you fay only, that* it it 
probable Aat ^ mercifiilGodrwill pity thf^ 
JFoIly and Weaknefs of huna^n Kind, ^nd 
recede froni the Stridtneifs of Juftice ip hi$ 
Dealings witt^ them ; fo f^y we top ; Buf 
Probability iqa^not infer. Neceffity; and if it 
be not neceflary that he fhoijlddo it, itmuft 
^hendepe^id upon his Will, whether he;^il| 
do it, or np; an4 your Hopes and you^R?* 
ligion muft be refolved, not into the Evi- 
dence of Nature, but in Jo the Evidenpe of 
free Grace; which Evidence can be no other 
fhjin Rcvelatipn } for the Spirit only fearch^ 
eth the deep Things; of God, and the Spirit 
^y can bring them to Hght. 
• Would ypu tb^n difprove Revelatiorv, and 
4i^rd the Religion of Chrift ? For once y oi* 
nauft prove Mankind to be in a State of In-r 
Vqi. IV* H nocenpQ 
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iibcence and Purity ; and then it wiH hi 
ienfekfs to talk of Redemption ; for what 
fhould Innocence be redeemed from ? You 
fnuft fhew that Nature is not initiated or 
cforrupted, tKat the Flefh doesf not luft 
againft the Mifrd ; but that there is a mu- 
tual Agreement, and the Flefli obeys the 
Mind, and the Mind obeys God ; Tbei> 
riiay-you at 'once rejed: the Doctrine of 
Rejpentance,. of free Grace, of Jiiftification 
through the Blood of Chrift. But, whrlft 
you endeavour to prove this/try at leaft td 
be ah Inftance of it yourfelf : Let Innocence 
be your outMrard Garment, and Purity your 
inward : Let your Hands be void of Evil r 
Let riot your Eye glarice upon the large 
Poiffcffions of your Neighbbur, nor fo much 
as one Thought wander towards his Wife 
or Daughter : Let your Heart be the 
Fountain of unbounded Love and Good* 
will, and the Grave of Malice and Re- 
venge, where all Injuries and Affronts, all 
Refentments (hall lie buried and inadive, 
and be as though they were not: And 
when you have gained this experimental 
Evidence from yourfelf, of the Innocence 
and Goodnefs' of Nature, it will then be 

• Time 
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^ime enough fo fct.up for aP^trori ofhcf 
Caufc^ .and to affert her Right to Hcayei^ 
upoathcFootof iw.tive.Righteourncf«: Till 
then, atlcaf^ how.ii^ippcntlbeyeryoumay 
liippofe ijtbcrf to b9,.35et.fQr your own Sake 
wiib that; there may bje Redemption for 
Sinners; that God may yiiit the World, not 
in Juftice, but in Mercy* ; . ;. • ; 

Itinbc^Ke may challenge Jafticex bptSin 
can only} foe for JPar^^n, Juftioet you may 
have from NatiJfti% btft Pardqn you muft 
hitve from. Grace and Favour* .It was ai% 
Apophthegm of oneof the WikM9nijy9£&^ 
^oLvlivpJ^arn to' km^ SHQurftlf^i And this 
i&thc&ft Thing .»*iei&Fy ia order %9 fhoofe 
youtf Rdigion, rightly fo know anji, under^^ 
f!ahd your own Cosnditipn* 4,cQR4w»ned 
Mahafador muft not ixie;tQJbi$^Princein the 
fefllt Temia thai .a^thful and deftrving 
Sitfa^d inay t 'The one may reprefent hi^ 
ISttndce and Obtdiencci the other: has no^ 
Airfg^ito plead but hiftiMifery ^ Qije applies 
to die Juftice atidficeoierofity of ihePrincei 
thej^lihcr tD.hisJRity andCpoipaflion. Con-^ 
pdcrtfaen witbiypurfelfi Can jfou.ftiind % 
Trial with God'f \Q<^^\x plea^. %Wit ^tx* 
«iccsJtOihim^ aftdi^i BehcJ^llhy Servant ^ 
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do t»frfq him accofttiiij^ to fiis Woirks ? U 
f6\iy^, Jirilice yvWt do* you Higbt: Bdbi^ 

e/ieS'tfotroytoti; i;ft 'lis noe'cf]kcl •fMo' 




find, the Mercy ofC^M^?-^ ^- ; :---l'.i:\ : 

«^^ta!> tcPffee jbcefeftf <^%iiufe'^a«d QlflAim-* 
ifew&i'^f MaftklntJ-'p' an*!* isr'not-ybffitie 

e6d(^ti^ 6^it|d&i; fe«^v^b&r«Uiaaedifi»« 

Na!CUfi^-R^%loiiiytl$MttAKiEbodiof i£>biBlaM 

«^oA- &!l$ia1t)fgsso3 @6Twi^LMfin^iDa 
i^0^ the'! B%iBti9»gpaiidhki<13tioav9oanaS' 

tkd Se4t@^h^dhd-ififfitKd£«Maddki4 bdBbcft 

fojudge'«P|[aiC'tv^s<i;(«^liXtiig;td«rard9s^^ , 

^i<ate a Means th^ ^fpel of Chrift is. 

Secondly, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Ciiriil haa .w-rougbt this Redemption. . 

Wha* tlie Seriptwc tells us pfttic Natiirc 
of God, 3^^/ Ae u of purer Eyes than to he-- 
holdiniguity^ i. e. to blenold it without being 
oftertded at.it, -is a X^^th as discernible by 
thePrincipies of Reafon^ asby the Authority 
of Revfelatign. The Fad then fuppofed^ 
which -cannot be contefted, that the World 
was ia a State of Corruption and Degeneracy, 
it is manifeft they were fallen under theDif- 
pleafure of God, or, in the Language of 
Scripture, wpre become thUdren of Wraths 
TTo redeem the World, therefore, it was nc- 
ceffary ttiat God flibuld be reconciled to 
Binncxs, and fliould pardon the Offences 
which CQuld not be recalled, or which, 
throogh Infirmity oi Nature, couW not bfc 
avoided. To think of a Redertiption oa 
any other FiBot would be abfolutely abfurd; 
ft would be an Attempt to refcue Sioners 
from the Difpleafure and Anger of God, 
whether he would or no. 

Look now ipto the Go^el, and fee how 

this Cafe ^ands there. You will find that 

the ortJy-begotten Son of God took our 

Mature 6)1 Juro; and that by apcrfedObe* 

H 3 dience 
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16i tJis COURSE Hi 

flience to the Voice of his Father, and i 
voluntary Refignation of himfelf to theCrofs^ 
he made atid completed this Reconciliation^ 
and proclaimed the Pardort of God to thd 
loft Sons of jiddm. And in this prpperly 
confifts the Work of Redemption* 

put to redeem Men from the Difpleafure 
of God, and leave them in a Condition to 
draw it upon themfelves afrefh every Day, 
would have been an ufelefs Undertaking, 
and unw^orthy of his Dignity who was em- 
ployed in it. ' To fecure therefore the Be-» 
jiefit of theRedemption, which he had pur-r 
chafed with his Blood, to Mankind, it was 
jieceflary to reftore th^m to fuch a State as 
might render them fit Objefls for God to 
take Pleafure in. This too he did by the 
powerful Methods prefcribed in the Gofpej 
for rectifying the corrupt aijdclepraved Will? 
pf Men, by the many Revelations relating; 
to his own fpiritual Kingdom, given to clear 
and enlighten their Onderftanding in the 
Things, belonging to their Salvation; the 
J&nowledge of which ha(l been loft, or fo 
llarkene^ and obfcijred by the Fall, as tp 
)yt of no Efficacy in reformning the World. 
i^ni to rentier thefe Means efFeiaual to the 
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DISCOURSP III. io| 

Purpofes of Salvation, he promifed and be- 
ftowed the Affiftancc of the Holy Spirit, to 
enable Men to receive and to lay hold of 
eternal Life. 

This is a ftiort Account of what Chrift 
has done to fave Sinners, He has reconciled 
God to you : Have you any Reafon to be 
offended ? He has procured your Pardon : 
Has he injured you by fo doing ? if not, 
what is it any Man has to complain of? It 
is true, you will fay, fo far you h^ve no 
Reafon to complain : You are willing to 
be pardoned ; but you cannot fee that the 
Death of Chrift was a proper Means to re^ 
concile God to Sinners. But do you c5on- 
fider who you are, when you make this 
Objedlion? You are the Sinner, thePerfon 
to be pardoned : Does it belong to you, or 
to your ojfFended Mafter, to judge what are 
the proper Means of Reconciliation ? If to 
him only (and furely that is the Cafe) why 
do you debate a Point in which you have 
no Intereii" or Concern, farther than to ac-^ 
cept the Bleffing, upon whatever Motives 
it was granted? God has aflured you of his 
Pardon, and given his Word, confirmed 
by Signs and Wonders, and by raifing hinji 

Hf to 
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it54 DISCOURSE in* 

to Life who died for you. If you beKeve 
jiim, you may reft fecure that he has not 
made ufc of improper Means to effedt his 
gracious Purpofes 16 Men. 

If the Wifdom of God his ordained 
Mtans for the Salvatioh of Mun^ of which 
tve cannot fully comprehend the Reafon, t 
know but one juft Confequence that can be 
deduced from it; That the Counfck of God 
are too deep to be fathomed by the (hoft 
Line of human Reafon i And furely this can 
be no News, no Surprize to a confidering 
Man, who fees every Day the fame Ttuth 
tonfirmed in an hundred Inftances. That 
you live and have a Being in this World, is 
but of Doubt: Biit tell me how; fhewthe 
Spring of Life, the Principle of Motion and 
Adtivity within you : And Vhen you do, I 
xliay venture to Undertake to explain to you 
the Means by which you (hall be brought td^ 
Life hereafter. But let us leave all thefft 
curious Inquiries, and be content that God 
IhodtJ be wifer tha'n Man; efpecially con- 
fic^ering, that though hd has concealed from 
us the Secrets of his Wifdom> yet he has 
fully expofed to our View his Lovfe to Man-^ 
feind ; His Mercy fliipe? out in the fulleft 

Luitre 
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Ltifti-e in every ^gte of tile Golpel^ and 
there is no Cloud to obfctire rt. 

The Advantages prdoured for w> and tb« 
DSfcoverics made to m by the<5tofpel of 
Chrifl, do fo cor reload to the $6ntitty5iHi 
of Nature within us^ thftt k is wortderfui tti 
find the Pretenfions of Nature fet in Oppo- 
fition to the Chriftian Revelation* The 
moral Duties of the Gofpel are but the 
Didates of Reafon and Nature carried into 
their juft Conclufions: The Promifes of the 
Gofpel contain the very Hopes of Nature 
confirmed and made fure to us. If the 
Gofpel has promifed Pardon to Sinners, it is 
but what Nature teaches all her Children to 
feek for t And if Nature teaches you to hope 
for Mercy, is your Cafe become the worfe, 
becaufe God, through Chrift^ has promifed 
it ? Natural Confcience tells us we are ac- 
countable to him who made us : Is it not 
the fame Declaration made in the Gofpel, 
Ti&z/ God bath appointed a Day in which he 
will judge the World? Is not Nature ever 
looking oat> and with unutterable Groans 
panting after Life for evermore ? Has fhe 
any Reafon then to fly from him, who hath 
brought Life and Immortality to light through 
UsGoJ^el? 
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10$ DISCOURSE Hi. 

Go then, and learn of Nature 'to value 
thcfe great Gifts : Attend to her filent Voice 
within you : It will fpeak in the Language 
of the Apoftlc, and tell you. This Saying is 
nvorihy of all Acceptation^ 7'hat Chrijt yefu^ 
cam^ intQ tbf World to fave Sinners* 
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DISCOURSE IV. 



0«^#»«^^®«««#^«*##««^#«4^ 



1 THESSALONIA^^S i, 9, 10. 

For they tbemfthes jhe^ &fus iiohat Manner 
of enttrlng inive had unto you^ and bow 
ye twnedto Gdd from Idols ^ to Jeroe the 
thing and true God^ imdio wait for bis 
Son from Heaven^ whom he raifed from 
the Deadf even J ejus which delivered us 
from the Wrath to cowif. 

(N the Verfc before the Text 
the ApofUc tells the Tbeffalo-^ 
nianSf that not only the Word 
of the Lord had founded out 
from them m li^edonia znA 
Achaidf but their Faith ^Ifo towards God 
was ijpread abroad in every Places fo that 
there is no Occaiion^ adds the Apoftle^ for 
VP^Xoii^ my Thin^ of ithe Dodrines deli^ 

ycred 
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vrrcdi by mc^ aurd received by you : The 
ThiDg 18 well luiowfivjand notb^iQua^o afl 
the World: ^ijeyJbeif^d^Jts fiicv gm Httbsii 
Manner of entering inwe had unto you. 

Jvi* evident fr9ai benee what JJJpt^n the 
WdrM entcrtamcdof'tfce€hriftiaftReiig5ofi, 
and the principal Dod:rines of it, in the 
tatrlieil IXa^ Ail 5i«fao had Hearii c^ our 
Apoftlc's Teaching knew his Bufincfs to be 
10 ixxxjtt Men fitoe^^Jf^qls Xo ferve ttit Jiving 
God, to give Evidence of the Refurredion 
irf CMft Jef*i^ f roitt Ii)^i3ta4, 49d ^ efta- 
Wifli a certain M^p^mon of bit «)wung 
^ki with Powir «fi4 Otory to jidge the 
World. This ioom^^h Report $t.JRau/ 
tfilowi ti^'^^bs fo juA andadlequte aa Ac- 
cottDf ^f bis*£>a(9Tinl^^^ as to leave lio Room 
to enlarge or cor«ftit : Jfo every^ Fbaeeyour 
Faith to God'ivard is fpread abroad i Jo that 
m^ neBdnotU ^eakjoky 32if^* 

JS ynt tittifidfir iliidtfilf ly Aocouftt of the 
ChMiM ReHgioni.Aruoivcrfally reteived, 
sind (^ ^V0di apprtivsd iiy the Apoftle, vire 
ihftU-fed litoxonfiAuriBtwo prihciparParts : 
Th* firft'f^dao^^grtoilleSttvioe'owiog to 
ill© K^agXSdd ; .l^ai fbcood .t(> our iFdtth 
in Cbrift* and ooi^iliope and)£ac|)ei5bitioo 
;grou!Wtedx»v4bi(tiJy 

Jleli|;ion, 
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Retigidn, CDdfidBreittdbir the N0ti^:$;tl 
a Servikte M^iamef.to Q^d, om he ' iX« ostfefff. 

TbmCmi IFhisJAvas the bls^«aigtna1rl^Q})gi9^ 
e§ MankiBd^init had t^eea f6^c0o:vj^tj34 .gR^T 
abu£»iv'4&iBr«b«t&!Kis£h^ any: Sign r«C 

W^Mi iMowewri^btfy-iBrae foiiir-nii^fi 
tbit)k/^tllirf ibtiiWl>dlbnffelves.Ql&ttg^<t(» 
folk>W'tbe(^ortd, nod prs&aife willt^^ 

R^ig8)H;- i^d^^ti^uttf^a&tidb atbliikanod 

e^ tifeni-^erFfii^^o of /^Utnri(L'E^ 
|kih( Thc(t)^fy'g<»iMra|k!snibf£rei6tk>akftof[ 
fbrinati<Hi^^lbe WcrfiiA-ityagibriougiltfTafiMift 
b^^hf^ltlteffeiia^ of tl^Gb^i ^ 'vobit^h < »«> 
vived and introduced the tj-ueaatieiU Uii&t 
^A-^tlttfurid, aiadprAfoidddftfoti ibfirho 
Reoepttbaof k^ adidJia^(,tli^ tib)e>«<Uit|q|ip^ 
Si^ypoirts i^ SUvdafionv ' mdntMueAqk.^ 
fifOHy A|fe9> abd. probf^btgR JTilLfidMt^^ 
to i^ihe End: kaS: Giviimmo^n .^( ;^l{ 

^Ebtogfw:: -•:,.' :. ,•;;; ; ■^■j; ■'-,'. ..,, 1 . r, r!< . .. 

•t Jlcvelation, 
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kevclation, and iland\upon the^^vid^hce of 
external Proofs. Tirat wc ou^t to torn 
from Idols, and ferve the living God i that 
trc'^iight to fervic hkn in Hblu^efs and 
Purity^ iti conforming oorielYe? to the Ex- 
«mpl«^of his Juftnefs^fequity, anriQopdnefs^ 
ifeTrudis whidb eyery.Mantnfty/eeko b€ 
fiiqh; who has anyReafon or natural Feeling 
about him : But that we have ,been^ deli-, 
vered from the Wxali to cdme bj^ Jf fps the 
Sen of-Qod; ttetGod fiififd Mift frpsqpi tb^ 
Dead;: and hatkappoinited himrj;o;)>e. Judge 
both of die Dead jand. of the. Living, arc 
Anixrkfi which lio Mtn'^ R^afpn^c^n fug-, 
geft^whiciv wheaJSiggeftedy.B^qa&jiii^c * 
notf receive updmaaJciaJsernid Eyjsitice, l^t ' 
ttM&Ltakc them . np^. an A^thp^ty fuffi^^ 
eivntlyiCJon^rnEkcd'dtQd; eftabl^lte^ 
ternal Evidence^:; . i : . : .; 1 :.. : ,- 

:'l1u$ Dimnaitjpi.qQaibatJy^^ 
Win go a great X/^Tay-inifhewinf rtw Ac true 
Tenap^r andG^niu^of the Gftrlftian Reli-' 
^ion^, and the End^'prop9fbd^^^l:^y itf.diirjnfl 
Author. Confukr the Go%el im itsPro* 
cents and Morality 5 and is there au5r:Doc>i 
trinei ackancfedt^^py Buty.iii^mrcd^t Jtoiit 
whli!t^eafon ina(t-admit and appfw^ Of 
irhichit can T«rjea:9vi|hoot doing VioleiKS) 
. ^ '^^ tf 
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to itfclf ? Is there, in this Refpeft, any*^ 
Objedion againft the Chriftian Religion, 
but what is and muft bte equally an Ob- 
je<aion againft all Natural Religion ? Con-- 
fider the Gofpel with refpeft to its new 
Doftrines, its Articles of Belief : You will, 
find them all defigned to fupport and enf 
courage true Religion, and to prefcrve the 
World from falling again into that Con> 
fufion of Idolatry and Siipefftition, which' 
' for many Ages' held it in Darknefs. This: 
might be (heWrt in the fcveral Particulars' 
of the Gofpel Difpenfation : But I (hall con- 
fine myfelf to thofe fpecificd iri the Text.- 

St. Paul teaches ais tQ waiifdr the Son of 
Gt)d from^Heavcni whom be^ratfed from the 
Deady even Jefus nvhicb delivered us from the 
Wrath to come. 

'. To watt for the Son of God from Heaven 
fignifies to continue with Patience and Well-^ 
doing, in Expectation of the Coming of our 
Saviour and Judge ; which Senfe is com- 
piletely expreflcd, Philip, iii. Brethren^ be 
'followers together of me, and mark th^ 
nJohich walk fo, as you have us for an Eri^ 
fimple^^for ptcr Converfation iiin Heaven ^^ 
from whence aljb we look for the Saviour , thl 
Lord ^ ejus Chri/l^ who JhaU change our vili 

Bodjt^ 
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J^O^, tba^ it^^mflyijberfajkwmd like i^n$Q\hU 
^riwt Bc4p according io the Working 
whfnek^ bi'is, al^e.even to fubduc all fbiu^ 

,,^ The. -Eia^pofi .ui ,Chx^ ^^iping tci 
jiffigetintf WxMfif^ i6.peci;diai; to Chriftian^^^ 
aod it is iUpported by the Belief of t^ie Rjer 
fiirredioa-Q? Chriil, th^t; giei^t and nwi^ 
fpim of paiil^ which tb^ AppftWjyeiJt^ 
ijqmnxiflioi^ed to teach wdeAablifti ifli.tljt^ 
^l^ufch of Gpd; Foe which.^R^fon^.>?^icj^ 
^. Apofl^Of v.a^ ta be chpi^fn Ja^ the ][^pfft 
Qf ^/r^> thc;<^aHfic^tio9(3cjqiiirc4 i^f^c^ 
PQriijij tp^ %:cQed, w^, th^t^^he jhw^^Ajl?^^ 
iB^flc .Cjs^whlcv ol bqaring TeiUmoiyir^o£ the 
]^<i%:r^s^^ CJari<l. Take tl^a 4ccqjw^ 
ijj^-S^e^^^;cVowa Word^.: ^C^ th^e^Mpf, 
ivhkh have companied with tis ^l/,th^Xi^ 
t^ life Lord J^efm is^^ in^^ out am(^i^ 
u\V bfsgimngfrmf^tbeB^SJfi^ ffnt^ 

tfiaf'Jame JD^ that h^^t(>ar^t4}<£n up from, 
U^ mufione bt ordained, tjo ^ 4 Witnef^ wj(h 
t^ qf^ his Refurreition^ Ad^uzi,2^ 
ip. the next Chapter, St. J^^f^r^r vipxUcajt^^ 
tQkthe Jems the,miraculouj5Gift o£To^^^ 
beftowed on the Day of Peatecoft, f?i^i?f? 
this Account cf. the ^Wojrk and.MiniiJrjf of 
^eApoflieflapr JT^ Men (fJft^lf h^ar^h^^ 

Words: 
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bis COURSE IV. 113 

• JFbrtk : Jefus of Nazareth^ a Man approved 
ofQod among you, by Miracles and Wonders 
und'SignSj which Gbd did by him in the Midji 
if you — Him beingdeliveredbytbe determinate 
Counfel and Foreknowledge of Godf ye ha^e 
taken, and by wicked Hands haDe crucified 
andjlain, ver. 22, 23. This Jefus hath Crod 
raifed up, whereof we all are tVitneJfes^ vcr . 32 1 
To the fame Purpofe again^ in tlie third 
Q\i^^\tx,Te denied theHoly One andthejuft^ 
and defredd Murderer to be granted unto you, 
and killed the Prince of Life, whom God hath 
raifed from the Dead, whereof we are Wit-^ 
neJJ'es, ver. 14, 15. In the fourth Chapter 
an Account is given us of the Courage and 
Boldnefs of thfe Apoftles in preaching Chrift 
to the RuierSi and of the Succefs of their 
Miniiiry among the People : The Sum of 
it we have in thefe Words : With great 
Power gave theApoJlles Witnefs of the Refur-- 
reSiion of the LordJ^usi and great Grac^ 
was upon them all, ver. 33. In the fifth 
Chapter the Apoflle$ are called again before 
the Council : The High-Prieft charges them 
with difobeying the Injundtions given them 
not to preach in Chrift's Name: St. Peter 
and the Reft anfwer him and the Council, 
by opening to them the' Commiflion and 
Vol. IV I Authority 
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114 DISCOURSE IV. 

Authority by v^hlcli they afted^ and the 
Dodrine which they taught: We oughts fay 
they, to obey Gt>d rat bet- than Mah. . The God 
of our Fathers ratfedupJeJuSi wborftyejkw, 
and hanged on a Tree: Him bath Gcniekifttti 
nvith bis right Hand to he a Prince dfid a 
Saviour i for to give Repentance to IJtjzeJy 
and Forgivenefs of Sins. And we are bis 
Witnejfes of thefe Things ; andfo is ttljb ibe 
HolyGhoJly whom God hatb given to them that 
obey bim^ ver. 25^, 30, 31, 32. Froiii thefe 
Paflages of Scripture, taken together, it 
plainly appears how mvrch the ChtiiHanRfc- 
ligion, confidered as a diftindt Syftem from 
Natural Religion, depends upon the Bdief 
of theRefurredlion of Chrift. The Apoftles 
were ordained to be WitnelTds of this Ar- 
ticle : This Article istheFoundati6h upoa 
which they build all the Hopes and Expec- 
tations peculiar toChriftians: If they preach 
Repentance to -J'^'^^/and Forgivenefs of Sins,. 
it is in his Narrie, whom God raifed from the 
Dead : If they turn to the Gentiles With 
Offers of Peace andl^econciliatidn, it is ftill 
in liis Name, whonl God railed from the 
Dead, and ordained to be the Judge of 
Quick and Dead. 

. ' . \S1xert, 
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bought few*, ^a lirtrp^Mc^r of fomc txf^n 

H^urKf&imk A^ «y«* tfil. Which Po(5ri«« 
of a Rdfiwe^Uon he Jiftcrwaxds fully ex- 
pounded to them# tog^^ with ;hc Coa-i 
fcqwppts bfi^ngiftg tQ it: Nc^w^ %§ the 

^ r^mU i€f(Vt& ^^ l^^tk n^oinud^ Hay h 
the 'Uxbki ha^l JMdge the World m RigAte^ 
Ui/k^ by. tiafi Ma» w&am ht hath ordainedy 

in that be hath rmjed bhrifrom the Dead ^ 
Ver. 50^ 3 J ./Fhia Paflag? of St- Pa^l gives 
a .very.fdaid Account nf the Concern. tp pror 
p^gaie ind eilablilh tbs Article df Chrifl'a 
RefiirreiStJton.' The Refurre<9;ion of Cbrif^ 
Wfts defigttfid Jo he an. Evidence and Affu-. 
lance to tbe. World .<if God'^ Intention to 
j»d^* iije WQrld ip Righteoufnefs^ This 
j^ev Af tifil^ jvj^s imj-odpced to be a ne5y 
£yidei>cp of a futuf e Sjtate qf Rewards aqcjl 
PunifhQientg> an^ t9 fuppprt the Sinner^^ 
Hopespf Pardpn a^^ ^^co^ciliatiopjthi;o\^^ 
Ih.e Proiiiiifis pf Qh^\% wljffppi G<?d t^d «^- 
pointed to be his Judge. 

You i^e tl^ei? the Ufe, pf this gre^ Article 
rf pbrjftiw* JFaitb. J^et us cqnfider now 

I z whether 
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whether we arc beholden to the Go(pcl, and 
how much, for this ne\t Evidence of a Life 
to come; and what there is in this Article^ 
and the Doctrines grounded upon it, that 
any fober Deift, or Profcflbr of Natural 
Religion, can juftly blame. 

Natural Religion pretends to ijupport itfelf 
upon the Expectation of futureRewards and 
Puniibments: It considers God as Governor 
and Judge of the World. Chriftian Reli- 
gion ftands upon the fame Foundation, and 
admits for genuine all thefe Hopes andFear^ 
of Nature. Thus far there is no Difference* 
The Queftion is, which brings the beft 
Proof, and moft fitted to perfuade the World 
, of this great Truth. Natural Religion ap- 
peals to Confcience, and that Senfc which 
all Men have of their being accountable for 
their Anions. The ChrifUan Religion em- 
braces all this Evidence,^ and whatever elie 
can be fuggefted by Reafon to render the 
Hopes <rf Futurity probable, or certain: To 
thefe Evidences it adds the exprcfs Tefti- 
mony and Aflurance of God given to Man- 
kind in^ the R'efurreaion of his beloved Son 
Chriftjefus. 

- But what Need, you will fay, of thisnew 

Evidence? Were not the Arguments, which 

7 Natural 
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Natural Religion afFords, fufficicnt to iupport. 
the Belief and Expe<Sation of a future Judg- 
ment ? If fo, to what Purpofc is it to call 
Men from a Depaidence on their Reafon, 
to rely on the Evidence of Men for the 
Truth of a Fadt fo uncomnion, and in the 
Nature of it fo furprizing, as not eafily to 
gain Admittance to our Belief? a Fa6t, 
which had we feen ourfelves, we might per- 
haps have fufpedted the Report of our own 
Senfosj and cannot therefore eafily refer 
ourfelves to the Senfes of others^ in a Matter 
of fo great Moment and Confequence ? 
I Whoever, in Anfwcr to this Difficulty, 
endeavours to weaken and enervate the 
natural Arguments for a future State, is, 
I think, very ill employed : To me they 
appear fo convincing, that I cannot, fo 
amiable, that I would not leflen your Opir- 
nion of them : But then it is certain that 
they require more Thought and Specula- 
tion, to.place them before the Mind in their 
true and ftrongeftLight, than the Generality 
of Men are capable of cxercifing. And 
whether this be fo or no, is a Matter fitter 
to be determined by the Evidence of Hiftory, 
than by reafoning upon the (Jafe. We are 
very ill Judges, yndcr the Light we now 
1 3 ^ enjoy. 
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gb ByAe'mefeStfen^h dFReafdh, ^Pllk&a% 
ikb A^flai^ces We liaVe, A iright Nbtiift-^ 
Gbfe tlife^unflatitin i6f iaH trtirfReligiofrj 

tb a'liy ♦THin^ but hfs^bWniteUfoii fdr «hite 
Notion? ■'Arid yet, ff ^fus be 'thfe C^afe* -the 
Worid'is iriigittily ^iifiproveS 4h'' AeSfcri 
thefe' iaft 'Ages : "Fbr-^fe cfertSihly'' 4aidW 
:fri^Hy Ages ^Sft, 'wh^'tlie ^triie Ndfldh ^ 
GoiF vv(as- Warifly tolje fbuhd ?n kny N»i!k)fr, 
(CoWiiiibhly to'bb%"utTa"th'foohe.^*^«fe'i«li0 
Publi(±troftof^Hc'(&ti§*li:Tie'i5al^gfslia<S 
be^n difiiiilled,' ^"Rei^fbh fees ftMii^i'i^ves 

ibVe-HdYrom 'Her Ey(fs. Tfe-'^Glf^^felhb 
jfeme ^th-itfpe^^ ib fcliaffnm^Argdftlerits 
fbr a'future ^at'et%'h^'i^feiatS%i|yf»to- 
I)ofcd''atta- tt^fidi^&^ft'dfgtei^Vm^ti 
but'ySt'it'ts- evident' tttey had 'Htfle%^c%ht 
in^hfeWdriaAr mktt)rAges'to|"yfli^; Vhe 
haturai Notion was fo'buHell ^kiSi^fii^tef- 
ftitioirsMles" ^hk tfbto'Rc^fe^tefidns, 
that it yitiaed'nt) Cbnifort'of S^tisftiftion j 
Was fo Ihbleto lfe'ex'p6feH'anti'r?ific6led%r 
the extiavagant'l?;eprefehtatidn's'Whir?h 'ax- 
tend'cd it, that ififfijrd'ed no'Ceitainty, op 
fyen FH>b4bilhy, Wf|li)port-ihrHtti)ds of 
^' * Vjrtu? ; 
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Virtue : yThp Vulgar had no Ability to 
reafpn pJiUch on the Cafe; and the Learned, 
who did, were full of pouhts and Uncer- 
tainties, and found i\q lure Ground to ftand 
on. To remedy this* Evil, God has pro- 
pofcd ^ nejy Evideflce to the World : He 
jCdHcd his Spq ffom the. Grave, and ihevi^ed 
)?in3iheforechofen \y'iti>efres for many Days ; 
who were.fent into the World to publUh his 
'RefurredfcioQ, as zn Evidence of a future 
^enqral Refurreftipn of all Men, and to leal . 
tlie Truth of their I)o6lrine with their own 
5,loQd. '; 

Now, as to this Evidence, it is in the 
^Iv^atui;eof k the properefl: for the Generality 
of Mqn : It requires no abflracled Reafon^ 
^ing, Jio Refinements, to ihew the Force of 
h: Nay, were the wifeft Man to chufe an 
Evidence for him felf of the Certainty of a 
Refurreftion, I know not what he could 
defire more than to fee one rife from the 
Pead. ; 

As to thofe who pret:end to be real and 
true Deifts, Icannqt fee what theVe is in 
this Evidence to offend them : The main 
Thing we prove by it they acknowledge 
to be true, ThatGod will judge the World. 
.Since ,then the Chriftian Religion has no. 
1 4 private 
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120 DISCOURSE IV. 

private Dcfign to Tcrvc by this Evidepc^, 
but produces it in Confirmation of that ge? 
neral Senfe of Nature which all true Reli- 
gion does adjnit, why O^ould it be fufpcdei 
of Dpceit ? 

Befides, the Bejief of a future State, fupr 
ported by the Evidences of the Refuireftipn 
of Chrift, is applied to no other Purpofes in 
the Chriftian Religion, than every wife an^ 
good lyian would defire it ^puld be applied 
to, were it a Matter to be fubmitted to his 
Choice. Let us fee : The Gofpel labours 
to aflure us of thp Certainty of our Refur- 
redlion to eternal Life ; and, not content 
with the common Evidence of Reafqn fof 
a future State, has given us ^ new Proof 
from the very Hand and immediate ppwer 
of God : There is fuch a Concern (hewed 
in the Gofpel for fixing and eftablifhing this 
Proof, that we may be fure this Proof was 
provided for the Sake of carrying on the 
great End and Defign of fhe Gofpel^ what-? 
ever it is : So that if there is any Thing 
amifs, any Delufipn or Deceit in the Gofpel, 
we may certainly find it leaning upon th^s 
Article of the Refurredion for its Support. 
J3ut now, what does the Gofpel require of 
\iSf in virtue of our Belief of this Article? 
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Why, nothing but what Rcafbn and Natural 
Religion require of us } to live Ibberly and 
yighteoufly, in Obedience to God, and in 
Love wit^ pur Brethren. Where i$ there 
any Ground no^y for Sufpicion in the Cafe? 
Men do not ufe to play Tricks, or endeavour 
to imppfe upon the Wpild for nothing* 
Shew us then any one Ufe made of this 
Article in the Gofpel, but what all fober-? 
minded Men will allow to be a juft and 
proper Ufe, and we will part with our Evi- 
(dence : But if no fuch Thing can be (hewed, 
never fulpe£t any Guile or Deceit in the 
Evidence calculated to ferve and promote 
jfuch noble and worthy Purpofes. 

One Thing there is in the Scripture Ac- 
count of a future State that is new, the Des- 
ignation of the Man Chrift Jefus forjudge 
pf the Quick and the Dead : But this is fuch 
a new Thing as is liable to no Objedions on 
the Part of Natural Religion : For it is no 
Part of Natural Religion to maintain that 
God muft do. every Thing immediately by 
himfelf, and in his own Perfbn, without 
ufing the Agency or Miniftry of other 
Beings. This Defignation of Ghrift to be 
Judge of the World is no Impeachment of 
jhe Authopty of God ; The Son adts by the 

FatheF'§ 
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Father's Cowxiiffipa, who j^tj^i -jg^v^i jtg 
judgmmX tp Jhim ; It ipakes i^o Cli^n^p 
ia itbe Nature pf jjbe Jo^qi^nt; Wftfiall 
anfwer for nothing tpCJbofl:, bm wJbKt oiy 
Reafpn tells ,us we .ace accountable for. So 
^t take iij all l^heCircwnftaj^QCs belongv^ 
to Jins Acjticle qf-Chniliao Fj^th^j^ ^pd ye^ 
jhjsfejs Jibbing for you to dp, j^ot)?^j}^ for 
you tOfiexpe<ft, W wh.at^ou ^r^e ajire^a^y 

yQtt- 4FP iP.T^u'^ :^P W^ ^^'^i^' 4acere a 
Pfftfid^r ipf NatUjCal ^Religion gs ,tQ .believe 
^HiGfld^.^nd that he ,wil][Judjge,fhp\j(prl^ 
i,n 'liuth }and Jufticp- I^hi? Piffqf eqc? *^^Me 
is between y.o\i (Stn^:^,(^vfl,{ii2L\;^'$^^^ 
XaxxM^y^ '^ch Hopps pf l^pturityra^ ?Lwiba 
^.Re%(^ioii Q^n funwiih ^QVrt; Thp 
t^^rifl^jm has fthe ianie ,^opejs^ «^nd jp .the 
fenueXl|^g^ee; buthds .mofeoyer.the.^prefs 
J?rQip}jfe and JTeflimony of God^ :Oonfjir,(pe^ 
Jby the JRofurredtion <qf his oaly .Sqp, tp 
ilmngithenrhi^s Expeftationsqf Jpimoi;taUty. 
iSu|^pofc the Chrifti^n^ipiftak.^f), re^vqa ith^ 
he ftands upon the f^mp Qroupd that ypp 
•do; Xupppfe hisPaith |o,bp,well eftabliftie^j 
he fl^Ojds jipon tix\j^(fh better, ap^ is able to 
•i??r^4errtPihip>frff '^ better ^count of ih^ 
j|iJpp?i1th*t is^iphppv [This is tha Adv^t^gp 
. we 
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#e i4ifv» ^cAfii i&iiB gfetit Artick of Faiths 
zb^At^tAt iifiaMNlttO04ttPf«rvetroeRc£gion» 
Ibdddttd iilipMl U^ £Vid«hee of tfoch Force, 
fl^ ft: difi mak^tifi) t^y to every tTnder- 

%9iy to foppoft k. 

Thtts'yoti. ft6 howfhe Gofpcl h&s fttji>* 
IJli^a'ihe Ddfel^'6^ NaftURd Stefigioiiia this 
ihbtnt^l^uis Fbitft i !MoW ^i% ifhie (Pro- 
HBba '6i tht XSdfpel wafi made, let Expe^ 
tkittct^hek^c Witfteffs. iWbens-evcf thefOo^a 
pit^tfilV; ^heU^bpds '<^3lmmoftaU^ areicktt 
fed ^Iftitiia : The preaching the Rdbrrec- 
tiofft <:^€hrift conveysf t&'theJcmref)rMeinb«r 
oPthe Ofiirdi df ChHft^^karConoepiioa 
dF4ii8 6»*w9'future».GotMfition. 

l^hb)R<f$rafre2lH)n kMf wa&intkedagrfcat 
aftS ihipiftftaoaS Wd^k i but the Hand that 
pcffolrriied it wias grbiit*. No one, who 
believes that God made all Men at firft, 
can 'pofflbly doubt of his Power to raife 
them^gain from the Grave. Jflillow, joa 
win fay, to the Power of God all that can 
be dcfired -, yet Hill the Refurre<ftibn re- 
piains to be proved, as to the Fa5t j and 
proved it is by the concurrent TPeftimony 
df Eye-^WitnelTes, who have given ndtoflly 
Jheir'WDrtls, burdieir-very Lives, in-Gon- 

jlrmation 
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firmation of this Truth : And furely the/ 
were In very good.earneft^ wheni $hey em- 
braced and taught the Do^ripe up&n iuelv 
hard Terms. And methinks no ferious 
Man fhouM be very hard of Belief in this 
Cafe. Did the Article of the Refurredion 
make any Alteration, in our Notions of 
God, or of Religions did it bring any new 
Burden upon us of anyiSort» it would be 
no Wonder to fee Men very cajreful how 
they admitted it : But now that it requires 
nothing at our Hands but what Reafon and 
Nature require, is attended with no Burden 
or Expence to us, pretends only to eftabli/b 
and confirm the Hopes of Nature, what 
Pretence for being fo very fcrupulpus ? Ad- 
mit the Article, your Hopes are much im- 
proved, your Duty nothing increafed— Re- 
jeft tjie Article, yoiir Duty U the famcj 
and your Hopes much lefs. 

How kind a Provifion has the Gofj)eI 
made for our Weaknefs ! how powerfully 
has it fupported the Intereft of true Reli^ 
gion, by furnifliing the World with fo plain, 
and yet fo ftrong a Propf of a future State, 
and a Judgment to be executed in Righte- 
oufnefs, by the Man Chrift Jefus, whom 
Qgd rdfed from the Dead, and hath or- 
dained 
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dained to be the Judge of all the World ! Let 
us hold fail this Hope; let this Hope be our 
conftant Encouragement in doing the Work 
of the Lord ; let us do his Work cheerfully 
and heartily^ knowing for certain that ouf 
Labour Jhall not be in vain in the Lqrd. 
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DISCO U R S E V. 



Proverbs ix. jt>. 

the Feet of the Lord i$ the Beginning of 
Wifdom 5 and thi Knonokdge ^ the Holy 
is UnderftamUHg. 

\ H E Advantages which We may 
expeft to reap from Religion 
arc many and great, but not 
all eqtfally certain : Some are 
expofed to the Chances and 
Cafuahies of human Life, and depend upon 
Circtrm'ftances that are not under our owtt 
Condu<3: land GoverhhientiHeude itistJiat 
the beft Men are fometimes expofed to the 
fcvereft Trials and fharpeft Affiiftions. But 
ihereare two Things which lincere Rdigion 
can never fail of attaining 5 one of which 
is tHe greateft Ingredient, nay, the very 

Foundation 
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Foundatioh of all Happinefs ia this Worlds 
the other is the Happinefs and Immortality 
^hich wait for us in the World to come i 
This Blefling we can only enjoy now^ 
through Faith and Hepe ; but the other is 
prefent with us, the cettaid Cdnlequence 
and neceflary Attendant upon a Mind truly 
virtuous and religious ; I mean, the Peacd 
and Tranquillity, the Eafe and Satisfaction 
of Mind, which flow not fo much from a 
Senfe of our having punctually and exadly 
difcharged our Duty in all Re{peds, which 
is more than ever we may hope for, but 
from a due Senfe of God and Religion, and 
the Uprightncfs of our Defires and Intentions 
to ferve him. This Advantage is not, pro- 
perly fpeaking, a Reward given or beftoweci 
upon the Virtuous ; . but it arifes from the 
Nature of Things, from the Frame andCon- 
textureof our Souls : It is Virtue's own Child, 
her natural Offspring, and can never leave 
or forfake her : For as long as Men have a 
Senfe of Virtue and Vice, Good, and Evil, 
fo long will they condemn and punifli them- 
felves for tranfgrefling their Obligations; f& 
Jong will they find Peace and Satisfadion in 
their Obedience* 

Since 
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Since then Nature has given us Notice of 
the Being of the Almighty^ and flbewn us 
the Relation tv^e ftahd in towards him, and 
tonfequcntly the Duty and Service vs^hich 
ive owe him ; it neceflarily follows, that this 
Senfe, rightly adjufted^ and duly purfued, in 
a regular and honefl Difcharge of our Duty 
towards God^ muft breed in our Minds true 
Peace andComfort ; and^ cpnfequcntly, that 
irue Religion muft be the Source and Spring 
even of our temporal Happinefs and Enjoy- 
fiients. But jet look into the World, and 
the Face of Things has quite a difFereht 
Appearance: Religion is fearful, fufpicious, 
full of Doubts and Mifgivings of Hearty 
never fatisfied with itfelf> always feeking* 
but feldom finding where to fix itfclf in 
Reft and Tranquillity : Hence it comes to 
pafs,' that fome, not rightly confidcring 
the Nature and Gaufes of Things, mif* 
eonceive concerning Religion itfelf, and 
think it better to lay afide all Pretences to it, 
than perpetually to fluftuate in the trpubled 
Ofipanof Doubts and Uncertainties, that en- 
.compafles it round about^ And thus Super^^ 
ftidon,. by making many miferable in the 
Purfuk of Religion, makes others, to avoid 
being loft in that Gulph, throw themfclves 

Vol. IV. K into 
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into another of Athejfm and Ifreliglorti 
xdiich is a much deeper. In thcfe tw6 
Extremes, of Infidelity on one Side, ant! 
Superftition on the other, true keligion ii 
loft> and, together ^vith it, that Peace and 
Comfort, and Eafe of Mind, which belong 
to it : For, view God from vtrhich of the 
two Extremes you pleafc, his Appearance 
mufl: be dreadful : You may fee him in th* 
Terrors of Majefty and Pow'er ; but the 
kinder Rays which flow from his Mercy 
and Goodnefs and Benevolence towards 
Mankind, will be intercepted from' your 
Eyes. 

The atlieiftical Unbeliever, if ever he €6 
fat forgets himfelf as to fuppofe thte Bein^ 
of a God for a Time, fees iiothfirig't^ 
him but the Judge- and the Avengfer, and 
haftetw back to hii Infidelity to flcrden hifih 
from the Wrath and Juftice, which -even ift 
Iniagination were itjfupportablei Superfti- 
tion is fo perpetually encompafled with fe 
thickCloudof its own Fears and Sufpl^onS, 
that it cannot difcem the Beauties and H'olJ- 
nefs of theOrcator: Every frightful Speftftre, 
that walks in its own I^naginiation, ia liiif- 
taken for the Deity ; and SuperftititHi a<Jwes 
it, as the wild Indians are faid to worfhtJ> 

the 
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ihe DeyU, not for Lovc> but for Fear. The 
Cafe then being thus, that Mankind ig in a 
great Meafure robbed of the prefcnt Comfort 
andPleafure of Religion > either by Infidelity 
or Superftition j it is very well worth out 
whik to fe^rch into the Caufes that lead to 
this Unhappinefs, ta fee what it is that has 
corrupted, this living Spring, this Fountain 
of Delight^ and turned its Waters into Gail 
and Bitteri^fs. 

The Words of the Text, rightly under- 
ftood, will not only afford us an Occafion 
for^ thi^ Inquiry, but will alio dire<St us in 
it ; and, by fhewing us the Principles of true 
Religion, will help lis to difcover the Errors 
and Mifconceits which are introdudtive of. 
Irreligipn and Superftition. ^ 

T^eFear of the Lord,, fays the Wife KJbg, 
is the Regmning ofWifdom ; and the Know^ 
ledge (f the Holy is Underjianding. This is 
iK>t the only Place where heexprelfes himfelf 
inthisMsMiner: Thefanjie Thing, withibme 
fmall V^iety in the£xprei&)ni is naorethafi 
once nepeatod again ir^ the Book of Pr^^v^r^f.- 
It is to be met widi alfo in the PfalmifJ;, 
in the very fame Words almoft j and the 
Thought occurs fr6que;itly in the infpircd 
Writers : So that this fecms to be a common 
K z ' Maxim, 
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Maximj or Principle of Religion^ that runi 
through all the facred Records, and by 
Avhich all good and wife Men have guided 
themfclves in the great and momentous 
Concern of Religion i 

In fpeaking to thefe Words, I pfopofe to 
myfelf thefe two Things : 

Firft^ To (hew. That the Text, and other 
the like Paifages of Holy Scripture, will be 
found, upon examining theSenfeandReafon 
T)f them, to contain this general Propofi- 
tion. That a juft Conception of God,' of 
liis Excellencies aad Perfeiftions, is the true 
Foundation of Religion. 

Secondly, That this juft Conception of 
<jrod is the right Rule to form our Judg* 
mentsby, in all particular Matters of Reli- 
gion, and the only Thing that can fecure us 
from either Atheifm or Superftition. 

Firft, I will endeavour to (hew you. That 
the T6xt, and other the like-Paflages of 
^Scripture, will be found> upon examining 
the Senfe and Reafon of them, to contain 
this general Propofition, That a juft Con- 
x:eption of God, of his Excellencies and 
Perfedtiohs, is the true Foundation of Reli- 
gion : Tie Fear of the Lord is the Beginning 

'^fWifdom. 

To 
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To thisPurpofe it might be thought fuf-^ 
ficient perhaps by fotne to obferve, that^ 
Fear, whatever limited or enlarged Notion, 
you underftand it in, is not a voluntary Paf-^. 
fion : We cannot be afraid or not afraid of 
Things juft as we pleafe; but Fear necef- 
larily relates to, and arifes from, the Notion^ 
or Conception we have of the Thing feared : 
We fear any Being in Proportion to the 
Power and Will which we conceive that, 
Being to have either to hurt or to proteiS, 
us. The different Kinds of Fear likewife 
are no otherwifp diftinguifliable from one 
another, than by confidering the diff<;rent 
Conceptions or Ideas of the Things feared : 
For Fear, being the nec^flary EfFed of fuch 
Conceptions, muft differ according to tha 
Difference of the Conceptions, If wejoin^ 
to great Pow6r, great Malice and a fettled 
Refolution to do Mifchief, f^ch an Object 
ftrikes with Terror and Confufion, and, 
breed? in our Minds a bjife and flavifh Fear : 
Jf we add to great Power, great Goodnefa 
and Benevolence, fuch an Object creates ai^ 
Awe and Reverence, and- fills our Hearts 
with filial Fear and Veneration ^ When- 
tbcrgfore.we fay, the Fear of tljis» or Fca? 

K3 of 



Digitized 



by Google 



?34 DISCOURSE V. 

pf that, does {o or (6, yre can have no Senfe 
of the Propqfition, without having aNotion 
of the Thing feared. The Fear of a Tyrant, 
^nd the Fear of a Father, are very different 
Paflions ; but he that knows not the Dif- 
ference between a Tyrant and a Father, 
will never be able to diftinguiih thefe Paf- 
fions. When therefore we read that tbe 
Fear of God is the Beginning ofWiJdom^ w? 
can have no Underftanding of the Words 
without having a juft Conception of God, 
|)y which alone we can judge of the Nature 
pf godly Fear, and of its Operations, Al- 
lowing therefore that the wife King, by the, 
Fear of the Lordy means a right and due 
j?ear, it ncceffarily fuppofes a right and due 
Conception of the Lord, from which only 
^^t right and due Fear can flow, which ia 
the Mother of Wiidom and Underftanding : 
For if Men mifconceive concerning God^^ 
cither as to his Holinefs and Purity, to his 
Mercy or Juftice, their Fear of him will 
not produce Wifdom ; which is evident from 
the infinite Follies of the Heathen Worlds 
which grew out of their falfe Fear and Re- 

. yerence of their Gods. This Propofition 
therefore, T^be Fear of God is the Beginning 

' • ^ ' ' . ^ ' ' ' • of 
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9/ Wifdomj is equivalent to this, A juft 
Notidn and Conception of God is the Be-» 
ginning of Wifdom. 

Having deduced this Expofition from the 
Order and Nature of Things in themfelves^ 
let us try the other Method which is more 
familiar, and fee whether we can come to 
any Expofition of thefe Words, which will 
not lead to the fame Thing. 

T^he Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of 
Wifdom : We are to conlider v»?hat is meant 
by the Fear of the Lord. The Reafon of the 
Inquiry is evidently this. That we experience 
in ourfelves different Kinds and Degrees of 
Fear, which have very different EiFe(5ls and 
Operations ; Some flupefy the Senfes, and 
rob us of all Wifdom and Underftanding : 
Others render us adlive an4 indvif^rious, andl 
give an Edge to our Invention how to flimi 
and avoid the Thing we feat*. Of what 
Sort then is the Fear of the Lord ? Is it aa 
abje(3: 11a vifh Fear? No, certainly: AUEx- 
politprs agree to vvara you againft this Senfe 
and Interpret a tiqn of Fear. But were you 
to alk the Reafon why the Fear of God is 
pot a flavifli Fear, there is t)Jily this Reafoa 
to be given you, Becaufe God is no Tyrant ; 
Afi4 I fuppofc every Man pf Senfe wiU 
, K 4 admit 
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admit this for a good Reafon : And wha| 
elfe is this but adjufting the Spnfe of Fear 
from the trqe Notion and Conception of 
God ? The Properties of religious Fear^ 
which are mentioned in Scripture, are va-r 
rious : TChe Fear of the Lord is clearly fays 
the Pfalmift : The Fear of the Lord is to 
hate Evil, fays Solomon y and again, // is a 
Fountain of Life -^ and again. In the Fear of 
the Lord is Jirong Confidence. Try all thefe 
in the fame Way, and you will find they 
are deducible only from the Notion and 
Conception of God, and arc nqt to be 
undcrftood without if. The Fear of God 
therefore is not to be expoupded from the 
Nature of Pear, confidered as a djftindl 
Paffion of the Mind ; but by confidering 
the natural EfFedl that a juft Senfe and 
Notion of God has upon the Mind of a ra- 
tional Creature : For the Fear of God fig- 
nifies that Franie and AfFedjon of Soul, 
which is the Cpnfequence of a juft Notion 
and^Conception of tliQ Deity. It is called 
the Fear of pod, becaufci as Majefty and 
Power are the principal Parts of the Idea of 
f3od, fo Fear and Reverence are the main 
Ingredients in the AfFedion that arifes from 

it r Not but that Love and Honour and 

♦ •>■-• "• ' • ■ • 

Admiratioi^ 
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Admiration arc included in the Notion, 
^nd in this Latitude the Wife King moft 
jcertainly undcrftood it, when he f3Lid,Jnt6e 
Fear of tie Lord isjirong Confidence : For 
Confidence is no Effedl of Fear, properly 
fo called } but it is a natural EfFcft of 4 
juft Senfe pf tl^e Almighty's Power and 
Goodnefe. 

There is but one Thing that occurs .to 
me that feems to look like a Difficulty in 
this Way of arguing, which is this : If the 
Fear of God denotes that Senfe and Af- 
fedion of Mind which is the natural EfFeft 
pf a true Notion and Conception of God, 
it fhould feem that none (hould be void of 
the Fear of God, but thofe only who want 
right Notions of God > and yet we know 
there are Sinners againft Knowledge, who 
difcover no Fear of God, though they can 
fiiicourfe as rationally as others upon his 
Attributes and Perfedtion?. There are two 
Ways by which Men may difcover that they 
have a Senfe of the Fear of God: One in- 
deed is by adting agreeably to it : But there 
is anothef, which is by Coijfcience : Self- 
Condemnation, for ading contrary to the 
Fear of God, is an evident Token of the 
§cnfe of that Fear. But if there are any 

Inflai^ce^ 
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' Jnftanccs where neither of thefe Signs are 

difcoverable, there Js a farther Account to 

be given J for it is not merely the fpecu- 

lativG Notions of God which produce this 

Senfe, but there muft be a Perfuafion alfo, 

that there is a real Being to whom th^fc 

J^eas actually belong.: Without this the 

Notion is idle and fruitlefs : We may raife 

in our Fancies very terrible Objects ; but 

they produce little or no Efteft, as long as 

we contemplate them as the mere Creatures 

of our Imagination. In like Manner the 

Notion of a God may cjiufe little Change in 

the Fool's Heart, which fays there is no 

Qpd. And though I am far from thinking 

that there are many Atheifts in the World, 

yet there is in many an Heart' a fccret 

jurkiag Infidelity, or rather a Want of a 

due Bdief and Perfuafion of the Reality of 

the Things invifiblej which makes Religion 

appear fo cold and formal, fo void of Life 

^nd Adlivity. Where this is the Cafe, there 

wants a juft Conception of God; and no 

Wonder there fhould want alfo a due Senfe 

4)f the Fe^r of the Lord, But let us proceed 

to the fccond Thing, which was to (hew,. 

That this juft Conception of God is the; 

xight R«l« IP fofni pur Judgments byiA 

. ■. .. Matters 
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Matters of Religion, and the only Thing 
that can fccure us froni cither Atheifai or 
jSuperftition. 

Hitherto we have confidered the true 
Meaning of the Fear of God. We arc now; 
to confider what is affirmed of it: T^ Rat 
^ the Lord is the Beginning of Wifdom ; 
taking Wifdom here to mean ttrue Religion, 
as it often does in the Books of SolomoHi and 
in the Pfalms of David. When it is fai4 
that the Fear of the Lord is the Beginning 
rf Wifdom, you are not to underftand merely 
that the Notion of God is, in Point of 
Time, or Order of Nature, prior to Reli- 
gion ; which, though it be true, yet is it 
not the Whole of what is taught concerning 
the Fear of God. All Religion, indeed, ha!} 
a Relation to God ; and therefore without 
the Senfe and Notion of a Deity there can 
be no Religion : But there is Religion which 
|s Folly and Supcrftition, that better fuits 
with any Name than that of Wifdom: And 
therefore, if the Fear of God docs only in 
general (hew us the Neccffity of Religionj^ 
ind does then leave us to take our Chance 
in the great Variety of Forms and Inftitu* 
tions that are to be found in the World, it 
may be our Hap to learn Folly as well as 

' * Wifdom, 
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Wifdom, upon the Inftigation of this Prin- 
ciple. But, in Truth, the Fear of God does 
not only fliew us the Neceffity of Religion, 
but likewife teaches us wherein true Reli- 
gion, which is indeed Wifdom, does confift ; 
and enables us to judge of our Offering, 
whether it be fit to be laid before the 
Almighty. 
, In Natural Religion this is evidently the 
Cafe; becaufe in that State there is no Pre- 
tence to any other Rule, that can come in 
Competition with this. It is from the 
Notion of a God that Men come to have 
any Senfe of Religions and it is by the fame 
Principle only that they determine this to be 
a proper Part of Religion, that to be other- 
wife. When we confider God as Lord and 
Governor of the World, we fpon perceive 
ourfelves to be in Subjedtion, and that we 
il^nd obliged, both in Intereft and Duty, to 
pay Obedience to the Supreme: But whftt 
is this Obedience? and in what ^&s does it 
confift ? For this we muft jrecur to our na-^ 
tural Notion qf God. If we conceive him 
to be holy, pure, and juft, we muft necef- 
farily judge that he will be pleafed with no 
Service but what is agreeable to Holinefs, 
Purity^ and Juftiqe; If we <;onceive him tq 
^ • bG 
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be a Beiiig good and merciful, a common 
Father to Mankind, whofe Love is without 
Partiality, and equal to all his Creatures^ 
we mufl:, upon this View, conclude, that 
Religion binds us not to be hurtful or in- 
jurious to any of the Sons of Men; becaufc 
it is a Contradiction to think that we arc 
bound to ferve and obey God, and yet at 
Liberty to injure and abufe thofe whom he 
moft afFeftionately loves. Mutual Love and 
Benevolence may be a moral Duty, arifing 
from the Relation of Man to Man, upon 
mere Principles of Reafon, exclufive of Re- 
ligion ; but it becomes Part of our Religion 
from fuch Confidcration of God's Nature as 
I have juft now mentioned. Take from the 
Notion of God any of the moral Perfedions 
that belong to it, and you will find fuch 
Alteration muft influence Religion likewife, 
which will degenerate in the fame Propor- 
tion as the Notion of God is corrupted. The 
fuperftitiousMan, viewing God through the 
falfePerfpedlives of Fear and Sufpicion,lofes 
5ightofhisGoodnefs, and fees only a dreadful 
Spedlre made up of Anger and Revenge : 
Hence Religion becomes his Torment, and 
he thinks, the, worfe he ufes himfelf, the 
more he Ihall pleafe God; and the beft 

Service 
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Service he can pay, is that which fcndcrl 
him moft miferablc. 

There are other Kinds of" Superftitron^ 
i;^hich, though they have lefs cf Torment 
arid Anguifh, have not more of Reafon ot^ 
Religion : Such are they which have turned 
Religion into a Trade, and found fomething 
to offer God in Exchange for Virtue and 
Hfolincfs. In all thefe Cafes the Spring is 
corrupted, the Notion of God is loft, or not 
attended.to : What Notion has that Man of 
God, \Vho thinks that waftiing his Hands 
three or -four Times a Day is Part of Reli- 
gion; who imagines that Penances and PiU 
grim^^s, or any Thing elfe, is equivalent to 
Virtue and Holinefs ?^ Search your. Notion 
of God :>Gonfider his Holinefs and Purity^ 
and fee what you can find to make yoa 
think thatbeatingyourfelf, or wafhingyour- 
felf, or patting with your Money, will pleafe 
him like yirtue and Holinefs. Thefe muft 
appear to be abfurd Follies to any Man who 
will attend to this Principle. In the Heathen 
World, fome happily difcovered fome Glun-^ 
merings of the true Holinefs and Perfeftionis 
of God, and were to maintain Virtue upoa 
the Foot of Religion : Others perhaps were 
much better Men than their Principles of 

Religion 
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Religion led them to be. The natirral Senfc 
of Good and Ei/i), and the Relation of Man 
to Man, led fome.genei*ous Spirits Into the 
right Way. But in this Cafe Goodnefs was 
not the Effeft of Religion, but of arational 
Nature: It was a political or fociabic Virtue, 
but not a religious one. 

It is plain then, both from Reafim and 
'Fadt, that a juft Conception arid Serife of 
God is the Beginning of Wifdom,' the 
Fountain from which true Religion flows : 
By this it is that ybu may diftihguifh be- 
tween true and falfe Religion, fince that 
only is true Religion which is agt^eable td 
the Nature of God. God is a Spirit, fays 
our bleffed Lord, anii they that werfhip him 
mufl worjhip him in Spirit and in ^ruth. 
Here you are referred to the fame Principle, 
and by the beft Authority : You fee here 
our Lord himfelf inferring the Nature of 
Worfliip from the Nature of God.' 

This may be true, perhaps you witl fay, 
upon the Foot of Natural Religion, where 
we have nothing but natural Notions to 
direft ua : But what is? it to us, who haw 
the furer Word of Prophecy to guide and 
ihftf ud? (is ? In anfwer to this I would 0b- 
ftrve, tlvatNa^uralReligioft istheFoundatioti 
4 upon 
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upon which Revelation ftands; and there-* 
fore Revelation can never foperfede Natural 
Religion vrithout deftroying itfelf. Thef 
knowledge of God is, in the Nature of 
Things, antecedent to Revelation; for there' 
can be no Reafon for attending to the Voice 
of God till we know who God is; The 
natural Notion of God then is the Founda- 
tion of Revelation, as well as of natural Re-^ 
ligion } and, confequently, nothing contrary 
to thisNotion can be admitted forRcvelationy 
any more than for Natural Religion; 

There is indeed a Difference, which ought 
always to be remembered, and for want of 
ivhich fome have imagined they have dif^^ 
covered great Oppofition between Natural 
Religion and Revelation> where in Truth 
there is none. The Difference is this: In 
Natural Religion nothing can he admitted 
that may not be proved and deduced from 
our natural Notions ; for every Thing oiuft 
be admitted for fome Reafon ; and in Na- 
tural Religion no Reafon can take Placey 
but this Agreeablencfs of the Thing to our 
ipatural Senfe : But in Revelation it is other- 
wife; for Revelation introduces a new 
Reafon, The Will of God, which has, and 
ought to have, the Authority of a Law witfe 
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us. Nor is it plain, from any natural Prin-* 
ciple, that God cannot enlarge our Duty, 
or oblige us to any Thing but what Nature 
has already obliged us to : It is certain he 
cannot contradid his own Nature; and 
therefore he can teach us nothing contrary 
to the natural Senfe he has given us of him- 
felf : But, as he has Authority to give us 
Laws, he may add to our Duty and Obliga- 
tions as he fees £t. And therefore it is not 
ncceffary all Parts of a Revelation (hould be 
fuch as may be proved by natural Reafon : 
It is fufficient that they do not contradict it; 
for the Will of God is a fuiEcient Reafon for 
our Submiffion. 

. But, however, the Effentials of Religion, 
even under Revelation, muft be tried and 
judged by the fame Principle. No Revela- 
tion can difpenfe with Virtue andHolinefs; 
for it may as reafon ably difpenfe with our 
believing the Being of a God, as with our 
believing that he can or would vacate the 
Obligations to Virtue and Holinefs : For to 
remove God out of the World, and to 
change the effential Properties of his Nature, 
is one and the fame Thing, We may be 
fure then that all fuch Dodrines, all luch 
Rites and Ceremonies, as tend to fubvert 
Vol. IV, L tr s 
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tfueGoodneis atidHolincfs,are notof God's^ 
te^bing or iatrodoctng. 

Nor is there^ I believe, a more certtiti 
Way to keep, ourfi^lfes iled£iftty in the 
Purity of the Gofpel> than by keeping our 
Eye cxjnftantly on this Rule. Could En- 
thufiafm, or ddftru^^ive Zeal, ever have 
grown out of the Gofpcl, had Men com- 
pared their Practices with the natural Senib 
they have of God ? Would tbey not have 
fcen, that todefend even Religion by Cruelty 
and Bloodshed mud be hateful in the Sight 
of God ? Could Religion ever have dege- 
nerated into fuch Folly and Super^tion, as 
in fome Places it has done^ had the trne 
Notions of God been preferved, and all re- 
ligious A<5Uons examined by it ? 

On the other Hand, fome the«<e are, who, 
taking Religion to be what it appears to be 
in the World, find fo much FoMy, andSu- 
perftition, and Uncertainty in it, that they 
have chofen, a« the fafcr Way, to rejed all 
Heligion : But couid Men have judged thua 
pervetiely^ had they attended to the true 
Rule, and formed their Notions of Rcltgioji 
from the Nature and Wildom of God, amd 
not from the FoUies and EKtravagandes of 
Men ? How docs the FoHy aDdPjerverfcne6 of 

lothers 
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others affe(ft your Duty to God ? or. How 
came you abfolved from allReligion, becaufe 
others have corrupted theirs ? Suppofe the 
People deceived, and the Priefts either ig- 
norant or fuperftitious y what then ? Does 
the Error of one, or the Ignorance of the 
other, deftroy the Relation between you and 
God, and make it reafonable for you to 
throw off all Obedience ? The Fear of God 
will teach you another Sort of Wifdom. 
This therefore you ought to cultivate and 
improve, and prcfervc free from Error, or 
Corruption, as your fureft Guide in all 
Doubts, and as the true Principle of reli- 
jgious Wifdom^ 




L^ DISCOURSE 



Digitized 



by Google 






Digitized 



by Google 



g;:«??W?q«?$?^?Q^?Q^»:XK:?^»?^??^ 







k:»^:i^:U^dij^dij^^^:»^:^:»^^:^ejN[ 



D I S C O U R S E VL 



P A R T L 

But ie, willing to jujiijy bimfelff Jaid Unt9 
Jefus, And wbo is my Neighbour ? 

\tiE Precepts of the Law and 
of the Gofpel being conceived 
in general Terms, and ex- 
preflcd in the moft eafy and 
familiar Manner, Men of fpe- 
culative Minds, whofc Bufinefs is rather In- 
quiry than Pradice, have taken fo much 
Pains to adjuft the Limitations and Reftric- 
tions which they conceive to be applicable 
to the general Rule, that in many Cafes the 
Duty has been loll in the Explication; and 
L 3 the 
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the Precept bas been fo pkreA hikA c^t to tl^ 
Quick by'Eiceptions> rfiatitis nofen^r of 
atiylJfc orSci^icc in trommdniiife. 

The Law of God commands us to love our 
Neif^tour^nsaurfehesi tbeintcippatatiJon*off 
which wiirbetter come from oiir Hearts than 
our Heads 5 for we cannot help feeling the 
Senfe of our Duty as long as we atfehft 16 
the Motions of Natirre Within ourfelvcs ^ 
Ourqwrn W^Wt? «odi Ii^BMties mEykeiv 
us the Matter and the Extent erf our Obe- 
dience j and Self-Lovewill dired: us in the 
Prafticc and Execution : But when Men 
come to fpecufate upon the Potat, and to 
define the exaft Bounds of Loyc^ and to de- 
termine nicely how far theNotion of Neigh- 
bourhood is to be extended, the Event too 
commonly is, thit there h but very ^liftfe 
Love, left to be difpofed of lamoi^ ow 
Neighbours, and, that it toay the brtfcr 
hold out, but Very feW Neighbours left to 
ihare in our Love. Call a covetous Man to 
the Exercife of this Duty In an'Ittffentfc «tf 
Charily ; fhew him a Jidan opprtficfl irftl* 
Poverty and Hunger, clciathedih'Rags,'ali(l 
deftitute of all the Coftifoits and*Suppdftii 
of Life, and bid him Ibye thi^poor Wifetdh 
as himfelf : He wiH fell you, perhaps^^flle 

Law 



Digitized 



by Google 



DISCOURSE VL 151 

Law IS cxcelknt and good, and he does love 
the Man, and pities his Misfortunes^ but be 
has nothing to fpare ; He is not obliged to 
love another better thanhimfelf ^ and there- 
fore it is uarea£boable to expe<ft that he 
Ihottld ftraighten and pinch himfelf to en- 
large the Conveniences of others : He 
grudges him no Degree of Love, and 
beartiljr wi(hes hun it Eafe and in Plenty 5 
but cannot altbrd any Thing towards it out 
of his Little. Or perhaps he Avill qucJUon 
upon what Title this Man pretends to be 
his Neighbour : He is fure he never faw 
Isim before, nor ever heard that he lived 
mtzr him^ ami if every body that will may 
t:laim to be his Neighbour, there will be no 
End of it; and he may foon give his Neigh^ 
hours all he has> if every one that begs mull: 
be his Neighbour. There is Room in aH 
other Inftanccs of our Duty for the like 
Subterfuges ; and as long as Mea iad 
Comfort in fuch Excufes for their Negli- 
gence and Difobedience, they will never 
want Invention to furni& them. 

It may feem (Irange pecl^ips that the Laws 

of God fhould be liable to this Dfage^ fincc, 

bek^ theXrmifcript of perfe<5t Wifdom, and 

the Wof ji of him who not only knows but 

L 4, forefces 
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forefecs the Secrets of all Heam, we might 
expedl to find them fo guarded and fenced 
about^ and made fo plain and exprefs in all 
Cafes, that it fhould have been in no Man's 
Power to queftion the Sen fe or Meaniog of 
the Precept, or to cover his Iniquity with 
the leaft Umbrage of an Excufe drawn from 
the Interpretation of holy Scripture : But 
there arc very good Reafons to be given 
why the Law of God is not fb explicit and 
particular. Were the Scripture to defcend 
into the Confideration of all Cifes, and to 
ftate the exad: Bounds Qf>our Duty in all 
poffible Circumftances of Life, we might 
fay perhaps, without being much beholden 
to a Figure of Speech, that the World itfelf 
could not contain the Things that fliould be 
written. A Law extending itfelf to fuch 
Variety of Cafes and Circumftances would 
be altogether ufelefs, and Men might grow 
old in Sin and Iniquity before they could 
poflibly learn their Duty, or extract the 
Rules proper for their own Ufe out of the 
infinite Variety of Laws, many of which 
have no refpedt to them or their Circum- 
ftances. 

Befides, God gave every Man a Law to 
direfthim, when he made him a reafonable 
Creature, 
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Creature, tnd expels Obedience in virtue of 

that Law of Nature. TheGofpel was given 

not to e>tclude, but to affift the Exercife of 

Reafon : And therefore to require a Law fo 

cxa6l and circumftantial, that there (hould 

be no Room for the Ufe or Obedience of 

Reafon, is topreclude Men from thofe nobler 

Inftances of Duty which flowfrom the right 

Ufe of their -Minds, and which are the 

proper Sacrifice offered by a rational Soul 

to God. The Uprightnefs of a Man, and 

the integrity of his Mind, are as difcerniblc 

in bis Application of theRulesof theGofpel, 

as by any outward Ads whatever. A Man 

who reads in the Gofpel that he ought to 

love bis Neighbour as himfelf, and from his 

own Senfe and Reafon fupplies the Law 

with this noble Comment, That all the Sons 

of Men are his Neighbours, is as much a 

better Chxiftian than the Man who extends 

the Law only to his Townfmen or his 

Countrymen, as his Neighbourhood is^morc 

univcrfal. 

Farther, a Law defcending to every par- 
ticular Cafe would be of no Manner of Ser- 
vice in correding the Evil complained of: 
It is the Perverferiefs of the Willi and not 
the Weaknefe of the Underftandingi that 
•* teaches 
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tGQcfaes Men the Bvafioits of the Law 2 
Were the Law more explicit^ they woold 
cmly litke inore Pains la get rid of ite ObU- 
gaticMiS J for the Pkinnefs of the Law will 
do but little in correi3:4n£ the Malignly of 
the Will> which yet is the only Thing that 
ftands ia Need of an loaprovemeht. The 
Conu^aBd of loving ovr J^e^bour is ib far 
from wanting to be enlarged, that I belieTC 
these is ao right-good Chrifliia who thinks 
tey Mortal ci&^luded from the Scneit of it| 
a$ it now ftamk : To whiat Purpose thm 
fhould it be enlarged? Were it expreifi^d in 
never fo geMral Terms, it might /tiU be 
mifunderftood, or pctrverted, by fiich as ck^ 
ftinately refafe to fee. Suppofe the Law 
conceived in the fuUeft Terms, and that it 
were iaid that every Man in tbe WorJd is 
to be efteemed our Neighbour, and has a 
Rigfak to oar Love and Affiftaiu:e, and that 
it is our Duty to do him goodi and vs^ere 
this Lawj £o exprefied, to be made the 
ilanding Rule of the Courts of Inquifitioii, 
what would the World be the better for it ? 
For as long aB they \wM ^aintaia that the 
gi^eateft Good tbey tan dodwir Brother a# 
in order to nofortt his iuf^poftd £4rrora ia 
Rdigioa, to wh^p him amd ttMrment himi 

to 
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tcfi^uefttt Ills Goods and Sftate> cr tode^ 
K>«^«ri^kti^?ertath«Fife) tift morenntvit&i 
thek R«ie is, the wopfe it muft ]&re wHhatt. 
Ihe W^Ald : Awd, ^4Am ffai^ have fiidi 
Notices tJf doing <good» die owiy Thing to^ 
be wifiie^ for 1$, ihaiZ they migbt think it 
ilhtk Dttfty to bate &H Mankind. 

Since ^erefoK it is inopradbicaUe toghpe 
Rvke ^Md'Direaions for ^1 ^OikieCwke^ 
Md to adjtift tke general Laws of Virtue ttd 
Ob^knce to iJie great Variety of Circ«m« 
ftances iftcident to Jiiifliitn Life^ tvilhcaitde^ 
ftroyi lig the End of all La^rs^ wfaick are in« 
tended fdr Dhiedioas and Rules ; btit, were 
they to take in all paiticular Cafes^ would 
ibon gr<iw loo voluminous to be £:rvic€cd)le; 
there being naLifeloi^ei;iOu^^ nolndaftry 
ibfficient for fuch a Stu^^ and no Memory 
ftrdng enodgh to retain {xxdh aBody of In-. 
ftitutes : Since Reafon and Judgment w«i]d 
be tff no farther Ufe in Virtue and. Obe- 
dieiice, were Men in ^l Cafes limdited by 
pa^tkiular Ctauies and Provifions ; because it 
woiftd 'be great Prcfumption for Men t» 
cxercife their Reaibn and their Judgnaeat, ia 
order to govern and diredt themfelves» were 
f hfe Lttw of God 4o expre& and prticular 
in iAVOBiksp a& totexdliNke lartherlnquiiy i 
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by which Means the nobleft Inftance; o^ 
Virtue, which is fhewn in the free Choice 
that Rcafon makes of what is good and 
amiable, guided by the general Diredions 
of God's Law, would be oftentimes loft and 
imprafticable : Since likewife the End pro- 
pofed to be ferved by fuch numerous and, 
particular Laws would not be obtained; but 
Men would ftill find Room to cavil at their 
Duty, and be able to furnifli Pretences to 
evade it, as is evident from this plain Reafon, 
That it is not Want of Knowledge, but of 
Will to obey, which makes Men Wreft and 
torture the Law of God: Had they therefore 
more Light from the moft exprefsDiredions,. 
yet ftill their Difinclination to Virtue would 
be the fame, and produce the fame ill Ef- 
fefts ; and, confequently, were the Laws of 
the Gofpel ever fo much enlarged, the fame 
Difficulties would remain, as long as the 
fame Perverfcnefs of Will continues among 
Men: From thefe Confiderations, I fay, it 
does appear, that the Gofpel is not to be 
chargcdwith the Doubts and Difputes which 
often arife upon the Laws and Precepts de- 
livered in it, the Gofpel having all the Per- 
fedtion rcquifite in a Law defigoed. fpu 
the Government and Inftradion of rational 

Creatures^ 
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Creatures ; bvt we muft look out elfe where 
to find the Caufe that may give us, a fatif- 
fzQtory Account why Men fo often and fq 
widely differ upon the plaineft Points of 
Duty, and whenpe .the Difficulties aiid 
Scruples grow, which perplex eypn the 
cleareft Precepts of Chriftian Morality, 

The Text, if carefully attended, to, will 
difcovcr to us the Caufe to which this Evil 
owes its Growth and Increafe ; and the Pa- 
rable which our Saviour put forth, inftead 
of a direift Anfwer to the Lawyer's Queftion, 
will teach us where to fqek md find the 
Remedy. 

interpreters arc not agreed in the Meaning 
erf* the former Part ojf.the Text, But Ae, 
willing tojuftify bimfelf^faidi for it docs not 
appear what Occafion he had for any Jufti* 
ficationof himfelf: No Accuiation had been 
brought againft him; no body had charged 
him with any Negleift or Contempt of the 
Law : So far otherwife, that our Lord had 
coomiended his wife Anfwer, and promifed 
him Life, if he obeyed the Terms which he 
himfelf had propofed : jind be /aid untohim^ 
S^bou baft anfwer ed rigbt ; This do, and thou 
Jhalt Uve: Upon which immediately follow 
fhe Words of the Text, But he^ mlling to 
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Neigbhur f fibfleles^ it deo« not prefentfy 
appear Itowinyjeftifioatioiioffaiaf^lftoiild 
iuriie0«rtof tkisQspftkm^ orany^AaAV'^tbat 
might b« given ta i«. What Fault did hit 
ttMan to eyxnih hj aikmg^ /^A» /V nyM^h^ 
hour f Of, How did hU Virtue or ttkumeoM 
depend upon the AnCwet that Aould be re« 
turned to this Inquiry ? Thefe Difficahies, 
I hfj haive led iBteFpreters into ctifiewfit 
Sentitii^ite : Bot^ witkocrt examining thetr 
Opinio(£^« l^^ftU propo(& to yon one tiiat 
ftemi te he the true, becaufe the naoft eoiy 
and natural Expofition of the Place* 

This Lawyer caQid to our LoDd> aad^ 
tempting him, &id» fTiat Jha&Idoata im^ 
ierit $temai Lifg 9 Our hof^ return^ him 
to die Xj^m for an An(Wer m hit Qgeliiotiy 
6yifig, What nad^ tikuf He readily an?* 
fWered^ That in the I;^aiv he fiiniid th^t ho 
was to irtzr the Lwd i» Gad nmik dl bis 
Mighty uni bis Ne^himw ai lamft^. This 
Accotmt QurSavtouff approves, ancF lays unto 
kina, ^bou bt^ dujauere^ rights 4wd adds> 
l^dk^ if he would praSife theLaw a& wdl 
as he ftieqMd to underftand it, he vaa in ao 
Danger: ^bis dt^ a^dtbsmJbalfJi'QA,.B\xtixk 
chit Part, relating X» Pra^dce^ the lawy tit 
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well knewliow this Precept in pnttctttar^ 
of loving outNeighbourSy had been loaded 
with Exceptions and LimitatioM by the 
Jewifo^ Do6tor6» and that he had ne^r 
dleemed any body to be his Neighbour 
wlio was not of the fame Blood, and who 
did not pK)fej& the £une Religion widi him^ 
ielf; for which Reafon he hated many, who^ 
according to theLett!er» were hisNeighbours^ 
zttheSamaritafiswttc, who dwelt very near, 
but were the Averfion of every Jew; being 
etieemed as thcCorruptors of the Faith and 
true Religion. Since therefore Lif^ eternal 
depended upon his Obedience to the Law, 
as he had heard fron^ our Saviour s and fince 
wl^cher his Obedience were foch as it ought 
to be depended wholly upon the Jewi/h In- 
terpretationoftheLaw, and could no other-** 
wife be maintained than by excluding from 
die Rights and Privileges of Neighbourhood 
all who were not of the Stock and Faith of 
Ijraeh, in order therefore to his own Jufti- 
iication he very properly puts the Queftion 
to our Lord, And who is my Neighbour ? for 
as this Queftion (hould be refol vcd , he would 
be found either to have fulfilled or tranf^ 
grefled the Commandment. Had our Lord 
determined in Favour of the yewi/h Inter- 
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pretation, and told himthatthofc only were 
bis Neighbours who were of the fame Stock 
and Family, and who \vor(hipped God .in 
the fame Manner that he did, the Lawyer 
bad been juAified in his Pradice, and his 
Obedience might havedeferved Commenda- 
tion^ as well as his prudent Anfwer out of 
the Law had done* before : But, when our 
Saviour bad forced him into a Confeffion 
that even ih^ Samaritan was his Neighbour, 
he ftpod condemned by bis own Sentence, 
and by tbe Example of the Samaritan which 
he had approved, and was fcnt away with 
this fliort but full Reproof and Admonition ^ 
Qo, and d^ thou Jiiewi/k. 

The Words thus expounded fliewus upon 
what Motives Men ad, and what it is that 
|>rejudices their Minds in the Interpretation 
of God's Law : They ^ve, willing to jtifiify 
them/elves ; and therefore emplo)r all their 
Force and Skill to make the Command 
countenance their Praftice, and tO;fpeak 
fuch Language only as may be confiftcnt 
with their Inclinations. When our Adions 
are fuch as the Law enioins, when we do 
what is commanded, and forbear what is 
^rbidden, then is our Obedience perfccl:. 
This is fo plain a Defeription of Obedience, 
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With refpe£): to the Law which is to be 
obeyedf that it cannot be difputed. A truly 
virtuous Man endeavours to bend all his 
Paffionsand Inclinations towards the Com-" 
mand^ and to make them entirely fUbmiflive 
to it. The Man who loves not his Duty is 
often uneafy and reftlefs under the Pain oi 
Self-Condemnation 3 and, knowing that all 
would be well^ did but his Actions and the 
Law agree, he labours to bend the Law 
towards his Inclinations, that it may juftify 
him in all his Doings, and yield him the 
Pleafure and Satisfaction of thinking him«» 
felf righteous. 

It is no great Wonder, when Men are fb 
deeply engaged in any Error either of Prac- 
tice or Doftrine, that they fhould labour to 
reconcile themfelves as far as poffible with 
the Commands and Injundlions of God's 
Law ; for, as great as the Pleafure of Sin 
is, as large as the Pi;ofit of Iniquity often 
is, they cannot of themfelves fuftain the 
Spirit of a Man againft the Girds and LaChes 
of a guilty Confcience. Whilft the Pleafure 
is new and in its full Vigour 3 whilft the 
Gain is counting oyer and treafuring upi 
the Mind, perhaps, loft in the prefent En- 
, Vol. IV. M joyment. 
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joymcnt, may want tio iotftef Comfort : Btrt 
thcHeafofes otVictlkvcthtttfnitrmltiion,^ 
and arc fUcce^ed by told Damp*, ^hlch^ 
fetze ihc Spirits; I'he €tains of fniqtilty arc 
not always pottringf ^emffcWeHh t When 
the ilUgotten WcaRh is tagged up, thtre 
will he fpare Time more than enough fbr^ 
a Man to alk hithfiilf how he got-thefe 
mighty Richtfs. Id the% Seafons bf Re- 
fleftiori, in thcfe Infcmls- of Thought and 
Reafola,' the Soul wants otherComfbrls than 
itich as can arHfe frOm Pldafures that are 
paft, or fVom Tteafdres that are hidden in* 
the Earth. A,Man can never lortg like a 
Bargain which he reatly thinks he fllall 
fufifer for hereafter j and 'therefore, to quiet 
and eafe himfelf, he' frames many Etevices 
,hoW to efcape the Punifhmcnt he dreads i 
Being cafy to be perfaadcd, lie^ foon con- 
vinces himfelf, that the Laws of Gbd have 
been'foo ngort)ufly expounded, and pfcfTed 
too far; that, in Truth, hehasnotofftrtded 
againft the Law of* God, but only againft 
the crueFLaw of the Interpreter;^, whofd 
Pleafore it is to lay^ heavy Burdens' upon 
bther Shoulders,* which themfelvts care nof 
to touch with one of their Fingers. By thefc 
• • • . ' -•. . . - M-^ans^ 
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Means the eafy Cafuift comes to iuch a 
Temper with himfelf, that he can at once 
enjoy and juflify his Iniquity. 

When the youttg Mah in tht Gofpd 

came to our Lord, iiiqliiring upon what 

Tef liis he might inherit eternal Life ; our 

Lord fet the Commailds before him : Do not 

Commit Adultery: Do not kill: Donotjieat: 

Do not bearfalfe Witnefs: .Honour thy'^ at her 

iind thy Mother. Thus far ^11 was well : 

Thfefe Terms he willingly accepted ; for hd 

had been virtuoufly bred, and hadooferved 

thefe Things from his Youth ; and, having; 

no Guilt to juftify, he had no Exceptions to 

ihake to the Commandrncnts. Our Lord, 

delighted with his towardly Difpofition, 

wduld have led him. on to greater Per- 

fedlioit : Tet lackijl thouy fays he, one ^htng: 

Sell all that thcfu haft y and difiribute unto the 

Poor 9 and thou pah haveTreafure in Heaven i 

and cofne and follow me. The young Man, 

vtrho had not committed Adulterv, nor been 

gtiilty of Theft, or pifobedicnce to his Pa-- 

tttut^ and therefore h^d no Fault to fiftd w'ith: 

the forrtier Laws, had, it feems, a great 

Eftate; ind therefore could by no Means' 

digeft this ; but was exceeding forrottful, for 

he wai "very rich > Sowdwfol, not btcaufehe 

M % w^ 
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was rich, for then he might cafily hav^ 
complied, and eafed his Sorrow ; but for- 
rowful to find any Thing in the Gofpel in- 
confifteat with his Riches : How gladly^ 
would he have liftened to any Softenings of 
this Precept ? Ho\v would he have adored 
a Teacher who would have made him a 
confident Title to Heaven and his Eftate ? 
In . this Inftance you fee the Difpofition 
which makes Men ffrive with the Law of 
God, and labour to render it of a Piece 
with their own Affedions : In others w^ 
will fhew you the Pradice. 

Tho Jews had a Law, commanding that 
they ihould honour their Father and their: 
Mother; which implied an Obligation upon 
Children to fupport and maintain their in- 
digent Parents j a Precept in itlelf fo juft 
and reafonable, that it is one of the prime 
Laws of Nature : But the Jew-s, who were 
hard-hearted to their own Flefli and Blood, 
were uneafy under this Burden; and yet the 
Law was plain : And they could not be fatif- 
fied till they had made the Law comply ; 
and therefore they fet up Tradition againil 
the exprefs Law, and found a Way to di£- 
folvethe uneafy Obligations: For thus they 
taught, as our Saviour juftly reproves them; 

, • If 
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If a Manjhaltfay to his Father or Mother ^ 
Jt is a Gift jby whatfoever thou mighteji Be 
fr of ted by me, he foatt be free : Andyefuffer 
him no more to do ought for his Father or 
Mother^ makingtheWordofGodofnoneEf" 
feSt through your Tradition. The Law was to 
be fupplanted, you fee, to juftify the open 
Breach and Violation of it. 

But, to come nearer our own Times, and 
to ftill plainer Inftances: You know in how 
many Places the Scripture exprefsly forbids 
us to pay any Worfliip or Service to any 
Creatures ; but that we (hould worfliip and 
ferve the Lord, and him only. In this 
Refped God has declared himfelf to be a 
jealous God, and that he will not give his 
Honour to another. Of the Ten Com-, 
mandments, two are fpent in fecuring this 
fundamental Point of true Religion ; and 
the Gofpel has, not only in many, but in 
all its Parts, confirmed this great Article. 
Notwithftanding all this Care, it is well 
known, thatnoPointofDodlrineorPrafticc 
has been more controverted, ev^n among 
Chriftians, than this very Article. Were the 
Cafe lefs notorious than it is, you would fay, 
perhaps. How is this poflible? How could 
itcnterinto anyMan'sHead fo tomifunder- 
M 3 ftand 
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ftand the Scriptures ? What could lead to 
fi\9h Ii^terprctatioijs ? That they ar? fo in- 
terpreted^ is very plain ; and the i^ecount 
that may be given why they are fo, is as 
plaiii alfo* It was not mifunderftanding or 
mifinterpreting the Scriptures i;hatled to the 
Corrupt ipns in Practice : But the corrupt 
Practices firft got Poffeflion ; and Men, 
trilling tojujiify tbemfelves^ coined new In- 
terpretations of Scripture to fupport their 
new Pradlices : And how violent the Incli- 
nation to juftify themfelves is may be ^iXy 
underftood, when we fee it heal; down £uch 
exprefs, fuch plain, fuch often- repeated In- 
junctions of the Wprd of God. Ther^e is 
not^ \ believe, one Man, whether Cbriftwo, 
Jew, or Pagan, who has ever heaird or read 
the Gofpel, but thinks that all Imag-e Wor- 
fhip> allCreature Worfhip, is abfolut^ly fpr-f 
bidden in it, thofe only excepted who are 
involved in the Pradlice. Could the Je'ws 
give themfelves leave to reproach the Gofpel 
with fuch Poftrines as fome Chrifti,ans pre- 
tend to maintain out of it, they would defire 
no better Arguments for th^ir rejecting iti 
nor qould they, indeed* have better. To 
ferve arid to worfhip God in Prayer, and 
Piaife, and bumble Ador^ion, ^e Thifligs 

hard 
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hard to be underftood to none but Scholars: 
vin themfelves they are plain ; but the Notions 
had been fo refined, in order to juftify 
modern Corruptions, that they are become 
intricate. The Command is plain^ that God 
only is to be worshipped : How then muft 
Room be made for worfhipping any other ? 
In order to this, Worfhip is to be ^lit into 
many Kinds, and one moft religioufly pre* 
ferved to, God, in Controverfy at leaft, that 
the others may the more freely be imparted 
to the Creature, To this Eagernefsof jufti- 
fying a corrupt Prattice, we owe the many 
curious Diflindions that have been invented 
to darken and confound the cleareft Truths 
of the GofpeL 
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P A R T II, 

[HERE is nothing more com- 
plainedof,andyetnothingmore 
com moply praftifed, among all 
Parties, than the perverting the 
Holy Scriptures, to fupport and 
maintain the Opinions and Doftrines, which 
are the diftinguifhing Marks andCharacSers^ 
of difFerent Communions. This holds true 
of all Seds, in Proportion as they have 
departed from the genuine Dodrines and 
Pradtices of Chriftianity : For all Scfts 
equally labour to maintain their Tenets^ and 
more or lefs pervert the Scripture^ as they 
haye more or lefs gone aftray from it. 

I'he fameDifpofition is perpetually (hew- 
^g itfelf in private Life. There are not fo 

many 
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«jtny ftlf-condcmncdiSmoersm tjje WotW^ 
^ is generall J thoiigkt ; for k b miKh if h^ 
Viho baft -long cootioutd in any Sin lias not 
found out fome Excufe or fomc Juftification 
for his Vice. A Man, who has nothing to 
judge by b*t ReUbn md Scriptiuc, Avquld 
wonder how the Scripture was ever made a 
Party tp fuch a Defence : But tbojfe who are 
Friends to any Vice have fbmcthing elfe that 
guides their Judgment, Solf-Love> and In* 
i^tiki wbiich are fuch candid Ia«ifj|^i»|fi^^ 
that no Vice need fear being tried by the 
^ Scriptures, fo long as they Ht a& Judgcsi* . 

From, what Caufe It arifes^thiftA'lM tlras 
deal v^th the Scripture and their own ^a^b^ 
ha^ been already ohferved: tet »b. xujw 
conflder how we may befl feciuie ouifbhiM 
agaipft this great Abufe. 

The Words of the Text do not diredtly 
lead to this Inquiry, nor wiH they affotd 
much Light in it: But if we look a little 
forward, and obierve by what Mc^ns our 
Lord brought this Difputer to do Juftice ta 
the Law of God, and to own even the Sa^ 
marttan to be the ^eiph ^NTeighbour, whicfi 
was a Point conftantly determined otherwife 
by the ^4wtfii po^JtQrs* it will t^acji «s Iww 
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Mai yc t<> be dealt with, hy what Art they 
tjfi^y be led into the Gonfeffion of Truth, 
and forced to giveup theExeufes and Pre- 
tences under which they have long (hcltercd 
themfclves and their Iniquity. *^ 

Since thercihre what is farther to be faid 
in this Argument muft arife from our Lord^s 
Anfwer to this Queftion put to him in the 
Text, it will be expedient, in the firft Place, 
to fet our Lord's Anfwer before you in a 
true Light, which has been Qbfcured by un- 
neceflary Difficulties rtifed by Interpreters, 
In Anfwer to the Lawyer's Qucftion, And 
who is my Neigbbaur ? our Lord puts a Cafe 
to him for his own Judgment : A certain 
Man, travelling from Jerufalem to Jericbo^ 
fell among Thieves, loft all he had, was 
ftripped naked, was wounded, and left for 
de»d : A Prieft pafled him by in this Con- 
dition unregarded ; a Levite did likewifc : 
Bpt a Samaritan, happening to travel that 
R.oad, had Compaflion on him; drefled 
his Wounds, fet him on his own Beaft, and 
left him in good Hands, engaging himfelf 
to anfwer whatever fhould be expended in 
the Care or Cure of him. Upon this Cafe 
our Lord a/ks this Queftion : Wbicb now of 

thefe 
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thefs three thinkeji thou ivas Neighbour to him 
that fell among the Thieves? And he /aid. He 
thatjhewed Mercy on him. Then /aid ye/us 
U^to him. Go thoUy and do likewife. Great 
Paips have been taken by fome fo to adjuft 
this Cafe, that it might yield a proper 
Anfwer to the Lawyer's Queftion. He 
afked, Whg is my Neighbour? that is, Whon> 
zm I obliged to love as myfelf ? So that oar 
Lord ought to have deterqiined the Extent 
and Right of Neighbourhood, and from 
thence deduced the Obligations of Love and 
Affiftance ; whereas the Cafe fuppofes the 
Love and Aififtance, and from thence infers 
the Relation of Neighbourhood. The Prieft 
and theZ/^77/V^were not Neighbours, becaujfc 
they did not affift the wounded Man : The 
Samaritan was his Neighbour, becaufe he 
ihewed Kindnefs to him. And if this be (o^ 
that no Man is our Neighbour till we have 
cither (hewed or received Kindnefs froni* 
him, we cannot then, from the Right of 
Neighbourhood, infer the Obligations of 
Love ; but muft determine, from the mu- 
Wal Exercife of Love, the Notion and Ex- 
tent of Neighbourhood : And, if this be the 
.Gale, no Man can offend againft the Law of 

loving 
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loving his Neighbour; for^ if none arc our 
Neighbours but thofe whom we love, then 
every Man certainly loves his Neighbours. 
But if we confider the Cafe fairly, and 
view it in its due Light, this fuppofed Diffi- 
culty will vanifh. The Queftion wa$ afked 
by the Lawyer out of a Defire to juftify 
himfelf : He had learned to call no Maa 
Neighbour who was not of the fame Stock 
and Religion with himfelf: Samaritans he 
exprefsly hated, and juftified his Hatred, 
becaufe they were Dcferters from the tru^ 
Worfliip, andDefpifers of theTcmple which 
was in JerufaJem. This great Error our 
Lord was to wreft from him, which was 
not to be done by batteling his Prejudices, 
and arguing upon the true Senfe and Mean- 
ing of the Law : The Lawyer, not unac- 
cuftomed to fuchExercife, would have held 
up the Difpute, and flood refolute againft 
any fuch Convidions : Our Saviour there- 
fore puts him a Gafe, and ftates it fo, that 
his Prejudices were all (hut out, and could 
have no Influence in the Determination : 
A Jew therefore iS put into the Place of 
Diftrefs : A certain Man went down from 
Jerufalem to Jericho^ and fell among "Thieves. 
licte could be no Excejition taken againft 

the 
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the Perfbn. Had the Samaritan been placed 
in the fame Cafe, and his Calamities painted 
in the mod moving Colours, he would have 
found no Pity from the ^^m^ who would 
have excepted to his Religion, and thought 
himfelf very much in the Rignt to have 
been j^ Enemy to the Enemy of God : But 
whea one of his Nation was reprefented in 
Mifery, he fav^ Reafon in every Thing that 
was done for his Relief* A Prieft and a 
Levite are faid to pafs by and negleA him ; 
ThefePcrfonB flood in all thofe Relations 
to the Diftreflcd, which the Lawyer owned 
to be the juft Bonds and Ties of Neighbour- 
hooid: Thay were of bistKindred, and they 
met at the fame Altar to worfhip the faxne 
God: He could ap& t}ierefore b^t condemn 
their Want of Bowels to their Brother. A 
Samaritan is reprefented as pafling by, and 
fliewing the gre^teft Tendernefs and Com- 
pa(£ion tp the poor ^<?'Z£; : This could not 
but he approved: JBvQn the Prejudice of the 
Lawyer carried him in.thefe Circumftancea 
lo a right Judgment s for, knowing. how 
inveterately the Jew hated the Samaritan, he 
could, not but the more admire and approve 
the^^/^/tff'/Vi^w'sICindnefsto xh^yew. Upon 
this Cafe our Lord puts him to detcnjiind 
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which was Neighbour to the Man in Diftrefs j 
or, which is the fame Thing, which of the 
three a£ted moft agreeable to the Law of 
God, commanding that we (hould love our 
Neighbour as outfeif: The Lawyer aftfwers. 
He that Jhewed Mercy ; confefling that the 
Samaritan had fulfilled the Law; which was 
condtmnlrig the Jeivifh Expofition, and hi^ 
own "Prejudices : For if a Jew Was rightly 
forbidden to fhew Kindnefs to a Samaritan^ 
bccailfe of the Differende in Religion be- 
tween them, the fame Reafon made it un- 
lawful for ^'Samdrkan to affift zjew. Our 
Saviour approves his Judgment, arid bids 
him only apply it to himfelf. Go tboui and do 
i?im^ ; that is. Since you commend the 
Samaritan for adling like a Neighbour to 
the "JeWf do you learn to aft like a Neigh- 
bour to the Samaritan : For this is the true 
• Force of the Word likewife. For a "Jew to. 
be kind to a Jew only, is not to do like the 
good Samaritan y who was kind, not to a Sa^ 
mdritan only, but to a Jew alfo. And thus 
yoxt fee the Cafe led to a full Determination 
of the Queftion propofed, and (hewed that 
no Reftridtions were to be laid upcfin the 
Law of God ; that even thofe whom he 
accounted as his worft Enemies, the very 

Samaritans^ 
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Samaritafit^ were entitled to theficnefit.of it, 
and ought to be treated with the t^ove and 
" Kindnefs which is due to our Neighbours. 
From our Lord's Condu(3: in this Cafe, 
we may learn how to apply to the Paffions 
5nd Prejudices of Mankind^ and by what 
Art Txiith is beft and moft fuccefsfully in- 
troduced, where Error has been long inPof- 
ieflion. Were it a Defe6t in our Reafon 
and Underftanding that made us difagrce, 
and judge and ad differently, in Cafes where 
we have one and tha fame Rule to go by, 
DO human Application could reach the 
Diftemper; fince it is not in our Pow?r to 
enlarge the Faculties which are bounded by 
God and Nature* But our Reafon and our 
IJndeiiftanding are not in Fault ; they v^rant 
only to he fet free, and to be delivered fronx 
the Bondage of Paffioq and Prejudice, to 
judge rightly in Cafes of Morality and t^z^ 
tural Juftice. If you look into the World, 
you wiU fee Men as much diftinguiflied by 
their Vices, -as by the .Features of their 
Faces. Few Men have many reigning Vices 
at once: Covetoufnefs, well planted inthe 
]VIind, , w;ll; ftarve out all other Paffions; it 
williuffer hardly any other Vice to live by 
it. T}^<^ fame may be obferved of Luxury 
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and Intemperance, and of Lewdnefs, and' 
of Ambition : Where any of them flouriih, 
they take up the whole Man: Other Vices 
are admitted only accidentally, and at fpare 
Hours, or as th^y may be lubfervient to the 
main Inclination. I obferve this, becaufe, 
Vpon Examination, you will find thatMen's 
Reafon and Judgment fail in the very fame 
Proportion that Vice and Paflion prevail. 

Did Men judge perverfely in all Cafes 
alike, we (hould iiot eafily aflign any .other 
Gaufe but Want of Judgment and Reafon ; 
fince nothing lefs would account for the 
total Abfence and Defeat of it : But when 
we find Men to have Reafon in moft Cafes, 
and to be dark only in fome few ; when we 
fee them exercifing their Minds freely and 
impartially, generally fpeaking, but in fome 
few Inftances obftinately bent to hug and to 
maintain a Lie ; it puts us to a neceffary 
Inxa[uiry to fearch out foipe other Caufe, that 
may anfwer this odd Appearance, and ac- 
count for a Man's Want of Reafon and Judg- 
ment in one or two Inftances, who- afts and 
judges as reafonably as his Neighbours in all 
others. Now, if from the Experience of 
human Life you find that a Man's Reafon 
and his Virtue forfake him in the famse 
. VojiilV, N Inftances; 
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Jaftances ; that he judges perverfely in the 
fame Cafes in which he afts perverfely, and 
remarkably fo in them only ; this will teach 
you what it is that mifguides, or, rather, en^ 
flaves the Mind, and by what Methods the 
Freedom and Liberty of Reafqn may be re^ 
flored. If the covetous Man rightly con- 
demns all Vice^y and perverfely defends his 
own : If the voluptuous ^f an abhors Coj 
vetoufnefs. Fraud, and Deceit, whilfl: he 
looks on his own Pleafures as innocent an4 
harmlefs, and can devoutly blefs himfelf 
that he is no Extortioner, that he does not 
devour the Widow's Hqufe, and yet thinks 
himfelf under no great Condemnation for 
feducing the Widow's Daughter, which is 
her richeft Treafure : If the ambitious Man 
equally and juftly condemns" both, and yet 
fees no Harm, no Reafon to be difpleafed 
with himfelf for all the wild Havock which 
his Arnbition makes in the World : If thefe 
Things, Ifay, are ib, and that they arp fo 
ilaily Experience witnefleth, it is evident 
whatBiafs influences the Judgment of Men, 
when they obftinately maintain and defend 
the Caufe of Error or of Vice. It is Se/f 
that always lies at the Bottom : It is nctf fa 
fnuch the Vice, as ^elj', -that is ta be de^.* 
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fended ; and if you can but feparate Self 
from the Vice, the Vice will foon fall under 
the cooimon Sentence of Reafon, and be left: 
to be condemned with its Fellows. 

By this honeft, this holy Art, our Lord 
convinced the Lawyer who put the Queftioa 
of the Text to him. He afked the Queftion, 
intending that none (hould be admitted into 
the Number of his Neighbours who were 
not nearly allied to him ; of the fame Nation 
at leaft. Our Saviour ftates a Cafe to him, 
and puts it fo, that his Prejudices were all 
thrown out and filenced. The Confequence 
was^ that he who wanted to exclude almoft * 
all Mankind from' a Right to his good 
Offices, in a few Minutes owns even the 
Samaritan, his moft hated Enemy, to be 
the Jew'^ Neighbour; and, by owning and 
accepting the Samaritan's good Offices done* 
to the Jew undef the Relation of a Neigh-* 
hour, he confeffed the Samari tan* s Right, in 
thatRelation, to cxpedtand receive the good 
Offices of the y^ie;l 

By the fame Method the Prophet Nathan 
made Da^id^ m the very Height of Sin 
.and Extravagance, giveSentence upon him- 
felf and his Iniquity. The wretched King 
had taken the Wife of Uriah to his Bed, aiid 
N z had 
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had flain the Hufband by the Sword of the 
Children oiAmmon. When he received the 
Meflage of Uriah's Death, which ought to 
have filled him with Horror ^nd Confufion, 
he fent this Comfort to the Captain of the 
Hoft, which, no doubt, his falfe tjeart had 
firft adminiftered to himfelf ; Let nat this 
S(hing difpleaf^ thee ^ for the Sword devour eth 
one as well as another : And fo fatisfisd he 
was with his Reafoning upon this Accident 
of War, as he was willing to qfteem it, that 
he foon fent forthe unfortunate brave Man's 
Widow, and flie became his Wife. In this 
S tate of Security gnd Enjoyment the Prophet 
Nathan comes to him : Kad he openly taxed 
him with theMufder, perhaps the King had 
juftifiedhimfelf, and faid to the Prophet, as 
he did to his Captain, ^he Sword devQureth 
cne as weU as another ; or perhaps the- Pro- 
phet had been rebuked for his fancy In- 
trufion, and been forced to fly the Prefence 
of the angry King : But the Prophet came 
with a Complaint to the King of a great; 
Pppreffion, which a very rich Man had been 
guilty of towards; a very poor one, Davi4 
was ready to he^r and re4refs fuch Wrong j; 
for this Cafe flirred no Prejudices; himfelf 
fef med unconcerned in it. The Prophet'? 
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Cafe was this : A rich Man had a Friend 
tome to vifit him ; and for his Entertain- 
ment he fent and killed a poor Neighbour's 
folitary Ewe Lamb, which had been bred 
tame among his Chikiren, and was a great 
Fondling, thoilgh he had large Flocks of 
his own, and many Herds, which would 
have yielded him any Entertainment for his 
Friend ; but he fpared his dwn numerous 
Flocks, and robbed his poor Neighbour of 
his oiie Lamb, to feaft his Friend. The 
Cafe was hard in itfelf, and the Prophet had 
reprefented it wich all the moving and 
tender Circumftances that could be thought 
on. Davidy fired at fuch flagrant Injuftice 
and Oppreflion> ivfoxty As the Lord liveth, 
the Man that hdth dene this Thing Jfjallfurely 
die. When the King had paffed Sentence, 
then the Prophet opened the Secret, and faid. 
Thou art the Man : The Ewe Lamb was 
the Wife of Uriahs whom thou haft taken 
from her Hufband, though tfiiou hadft Wives 
and Concubines in Abundance: Thou haft 
not only robbed the poor Man of his one 
Ewe Lamb, but thou haft added Murder 
to thine Opprefllon ; thou haft killed the 
poor Man alfoj thou haft flain Uriah with 
the Sword of the Children of Ammon. The 
N 3 King, 
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JCing, upon this Charge, had no Retreat Idt 
to his Juftification : He that had declared the 
Man fhouid die who had killed his poor 
Neighbour's Lanab, couldnot j^ftify bimfelf 
who had killed his poor Neighbour, that he 
might the more eafily enjoy his Wife ; and 
therefore he hath nothing left but this plain 
Confeffion, I have Jinned againfi the Lord. 
Thus, our Savippr alfo, under the Parable 
of an Hoiifeholder and his Vineyard, naadc 
the Jews bear witnefs to the Juftice of God, 
in rejefting their Nation from being his 
people. When he had reprefented how ill 
the Hufbandmen treated the Lord of the 
"Vineyard; how they abufedhis Servants and 
deftroyed his Son; even the Jews could give 
righteous Sentence in their ownCaie, veiled 
tinder thefe Figures, and adjudge the wicked 
l^^uftandmen to Deftru(3:ion> and the Vine- 
yard to be let to better Tenants. 

It is no hard Matter to get Truth out of 
Men, if you can once get beyond their Pre- 
judices, and feparate the Truth from all 
perfonal Views and Interefts > for Reafoi> is 
fufEciently clear, where it is not clouded and 
pbfcured by Paffion and Affeaion : The 
lEIeathen Moralifts feem to be ieufible of 
this, when they cloath the moft beneficiajl 

Inftrudions 
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IdftrudiGds in the Drefs of Fable : Th6 
only Reafoti of which is, that no Man is, 
concerned in the Succefs of a Fable, and 
tker^rc will judge impartially j wJbieh, 
if the Inftrudion were brought Jionie to ^ 
hina, and ^ppii^d to his own Gafe,.he would 
not perhaps do* A paifionater Man will be " 
reftrained from hie Revenge by no pru- 
dential Confiderations ; he defjpifcs them 
all; tbey are all the Leffans of Cowardice, 
and the Tokens of a xncan Spirit ; ' and yet* 
he never reads the Fable of an Hotfe, who 
to revenge bimfelfi called in a Man's Af- 
fiftaiice, ^risd taught him how' to mount, 
from wbkli Time he loft all liberty, and - 
has been a Slave ever fince, but he laughs 
at the Horfe^s Folly, and his impotent Defire 
ofRetengc. 

The Conftqtiences from what has been 
fadd are plaio, and I fhall but j oft touch 
tbeni« ' r 

'Fifft, It is evident thai the true Art of 
ceiiviftcirtg any Man trf his Error is to throw 
him as inucb as poflifate out of the Cafe; for, 
the tc& a; Mam is concerned himfelf, the • 
bettcf tfe :j\»dgee. You are not to ftir and 
fret his Prejudices^ but tod»ecliliethem; pot 
ta iepuo4«hJim >Vith fh^ Error you con- ; 

.' :,': N 4 demn. 
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demn, but to place the Error at a Sufficient' 
Diftance from him, that he may have a true 
Light to view it in. 

Secondly, In private Life^ it is plain from 
hence, that Innocence is the only true Prc- 
fervativc of Reafon and Judgment : Guilt 
will difpofe you to feek Excufes and Subter- 
fuges, and miflead you in your Opinion of 
yourfelf and your Duty. When once you 
find yourfelflabouring to juftify your Actions, 
and fcarching for Expofitions that may fuit 
your Inclinations, from that Moment yoa 
may. date .your Lofs of Freedom, 

. Thirdly, if you find yourfelf involved in 
the Cafe you are to judge of, inftead of 
leeking for new Reaforrs and Arguments to 
form your Opinion by, you had much better 
look back, and reflect what Senfe you had 
of this Matter before the Caufe was yovir 
own; for it is ten to one but that Judgment 
was much more free and impartial than 
any you will make now : Or corifider^ if 
the Cafe admits it, what is the Senfe of the 
fober and virtuous Part of the World; you 
may more fafely truft them than yourfelf, 
where yourPaffions are concerned: Atleaft 
fuppole your Enemy in the fame Circum* 
ft^nces with yourfelf, and doing what you 

find 
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find yourfelf inclined to do, and confider 
what Judgment^ you fliould make of him, 
and fo judge of yourfelf: By thefe Means 
perhaps we may preferve ourfelves from 
the fatal Influences which Vice and Paflion 
have over the Reafon and Underftanding 
of Mankind, 
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Romans xiv. i6. 
. i^/ «^ />&^» jyaur Goo4 ie evU ^oktn qf. 

^^M5 N dcfcrihing the Condition oB 

^W^'S^^J tells usr, ^, u^>&^» j^^ dowll, 
J^^j^ and Suffer for it, ye, takt it pa- 
tient ly^ this is acceptable imtb 
Ged: Tq this, fey I he, you arc cajlcd by 
^ Example of Chrift> who fufFcrcd Re* 
proache« willingly, .a?od> when hewas reviied, 
resiled not again. This is a Duty, in which' 
one would think there ftioutd be m Danger 
of any Man*s orer^ading his Part. Reproach' 
andContcmpt are notfuch dcfirable Riches, 
that we^need be warned againft their Temp-^* 
tations, or cautioned left we too earneftlyr' 
purfue after thcnu Wc are apt enough toj 

fhrink 
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Ihrink at the Approach of Calumay, anci 
to invent plaufible Excufes for the Negledt 
of a Duty, which performed would expofe 
us to Envy or Ill-wilL What then means 
the Apoftle by this Exhortation, Let not 
ybur Good be e^il Jpoken of? Are We tailed 
by Chrift to fuffer Revilings and Reproaches ? 
and, are we called by his Apoftle to fly froni 
them and avoid them ? Our Saviour feemi 
to fpeak other Language to us in his Ser-* 
mon on the Mount : Blejfedareye when Men 
jball revile you and perfecUte you .• And, if it 
be our Happinefs to be reviled, how is it 
our Duty to take care not to be evil fpokeii 
of for our Good ? 

But fuppofe, however, that it is no Way 
inconfiftcnt with our Chriftian Duty to 
avoid the Calumny and Reproach of the 
World ; yet ftill is it in our Power to ftop 
the Mouth of Mahce and Wickednefs : 
When we do our Duty, can we help it if 
others will fpeak Evil of our Good ? Why 
are not they rather exhorted not to fpeak Evil 
of our Good, than we not to let our Good 
be evil fpoken of ? It is not in our Power 
to govern other People's Tongues : Is it not 
enough therefore that the Thing we do- is 
^ood, but muft it likewife lie upon^ us to 

fecurc 
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fccure our Good from the Attempts of 
Malice and Envy ? Is it not fufficient that 
we fufFer patiently under the Malice of 
Wickednefs, but muft we partake in the 
Quilt of it too 3 and fhall it be imputed to 
us as a Criipe, that we Jet our Good- be 
jcvil fpoken of? 

SuchReafonings asthefc perhaps thcTcxt 
piay fuggeft at firft hearing ; but, when ma- 
turely confidered, it will afford exccUentln- 
ftrudion for our ConduA in the Purfuit of 
thofe Things which are in themfelves truly 
good and praife- worthy ; It will teach us nqt 
only how to b^ good in ourfelveg, but like- 
wife how to beufeful in the World, by 
exercifing a truly Chriftian Prudence and 
Addrefs in promoting the Intereft of Virtue 
and Religion^ 

' To court Oppreffion and Perfecution, to 
invite the World to mifufe us for the Sake 
of our Profeffion, is far from being a Duty 
to which the Gofpel has called us. It is 
neither for the Intereft of our Religion, nor 
the Glory of our Mafter, that we fhould 
voluntarily expofe either ourfelves or out 
Dodrine to the Hatred and Contempt of the 
World : In both Cafes our Saviour has given 
pther Dircftions j Give not, fays he, that 

ifibich 
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which is holy unto the Dogs \ neither caji ye 
y our F earls before Swine y leji they trample them 
under their Feet, and turn again and rent youy 
Matt. vii. 6. And when he fcnt his Difciples 
forth to preach, he exprefly commanded 
them to beware of Men \ not only allowing, 
but requiring them to have a Regard to 
their own Safety, and cautioufly to fhift the 
Dangers to which they were neceflarily to 
be expofed. 

This may fatisfy us of the Lawfulncfs and 
' Expediency of guarding againft the Dangers 
that may attend the Practice and Profeffion 
of Religion in an evil World, and clear our 
Way to the underftanding the Extent and 
Meaning of the Apoftle's Advice, Let not 
your Good be evil fpoken of. . 

The Rule is general, and extends itfelf 
to all Parts of our Chrillian Convcrfation : 
It ftands applied indeed by the Apoftle to a 
particular Cafe, which was Matter of Con-» 
troi^erfy in the Church of Rome at the Tinac 
this Letter was written to them: But as th« 
Rule does not arife out pf th^ particular 
Circumftances of that C^fe, there will be 
iioNcceflity of confidering it with Reference 
to the Difpute which the Apoftk h^ in 
his View; but^we RxM^y. deduce it froiix ^ 
, 4 general 
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gcn^ralPrinciplcs of Chriftian Prudence and 
Charity in which it is founded. And, that 
we may proceed clearly to the Point we 
mm ^t, I ihall, 

Firft, Inquire what we arc to undcrftand 
the Apoftle to mean by aur Goo<L 

Secondly, Endeavour to fhew that our 
Good is ofteo expofed to be evil fpoKen of 
through pur own Indifcrction; and, confe- 
quently, that it is often in our own Power to 
prevent it : From whence. 

In the laft Place, will appear the Reafon-* 
ablenefs of the Duty enjoined us in the Text. 

Firft, We^arc to inquire what we are to 
underftand the Apoftle to mean by our Goody 
And here we may meet with different Opi- 
nions : Some, by our Good^ underftand our 
Religloft, which is indeed every Chriftian'a 
chief Good; and according to this Senfe of 
the Words the Apoftlemuft be underftood to 
exhort us to have a Regard to the Honour 
of the Gofpel in all our Actions, to admi- 
nifter no Occafion to the Enemies of our 
Religion either to deride or defpife our holy 
Calling. And thus the Text amounts to aa 
Argument, or Exhortation, to move us to a 
Simplicity of Manners and an woftenfiveBe- 
baviowr, for fear left we bring a Reproach 

upon 
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upon our Profeffion. But the Apoftle 
feeitas to aim at fomething farther : His 
Bufinefs here is not to deter us from the 
Pradlice of Evil, but to diredl us in the Ufe 
and Pradlicc of that which is good, that our 
Virtue may be without Offence, and fecured 
from Calumny and Reproach : And our 
Good, mentioned in the Text, is not the 
Topic from which the Apoftle draws an 
Argument or Exhortation, but is the Subjcift 
Matter concerning which he is giving Di- 
redions. According to this Interpretation 
of the Words, the Text may bo. thus para- 
phrafed j Be not content with merely doing 
that which is in itfelf good and com- 
mendable, but look forward to the Confe- 
quenccs which are likely to attend it, and 
endeavour to prevent any Mifchief that may 
grow out of it to yourfelf or others, that 
your Good may be inoffenfive and irre- 
proachable. In this Scnfe it is that I pro- 
pofe to confider the Text ; and flball now 
proceed. 

Secondly, To fliew, that our Good is often 
cxpofed to be evil fpoken of through our 
ownlndifcretionj and, confequently, that it 
is often in our own Power to. prevent it. 

. There 
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• There Is rtofoch Thii>g is tjeJrig trulj^ 
1^ dAfd vrrttfo(i3titl we irtgotio be abovd 
lite TenipMticnifS df theWc^ld^ aiut fred 
fi%>in the Servifuid df courting it» Opinion: 
But dieM il is< to& £oi!^«o«r a Mi^Ite foi^ 
Men to think, tbitto Ije abote theTempta- 
iSi8)fl» 6f- tfic World h the feme Thing asf to 
iel^ftthe World ^nd dll that belong to iti 
And heflce i« is that Virtue c^eh contradd 
fkchA^M&ftfkai^i kfii becomes fb un- 
lra<£Htblei, due- it eau be of no public Ufe 
bf Beii^, but is Cdfltihed to m own dell^ 
^Sm pAoriiondl Heart thdt pd&fj^s it. Nor 
k dtb tke ditly tnCdnvenience : The Caur<^ 
bf Vittue itftd f oftfch> &flcrs by the Zeal and 
ladtfcwstiwij of fUch m^aken Votaries: Tliey 
iodt with Difiiain upon all the prudent Me- 
thods by which Ooodnefs mdy be advanced^ 
ind cenftire them as the EfFefts of worldly 
WiiadWf afld Cunning J and, prot'ided the' 
Tiling th«y do be in iffelf juftifiable, thtey 
are above confidisrihg the Corifequertces that 
Anay aftt*Ki it ! Nay, the greater the Incon- 
tenfiencieaf a#e vt^jch thpflateii tfeftrf, thef 
ihttrd eagcrijf t^ey embrace fhettii dteeaiing 
itf td^ 1^ iSitf moft generous Fa^ of Virtue ta 
Mke fbr( thss -wliicto i$^ gdc>dk TbliP Sort df 
&tfeniib)e:fiaiid»e£p nattoralljit cons out intb 
V»*iiIVi • O ■ Difdaiii 
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Difdain and Averfioi), and makes Men valtie 
themfclves more for hating a Kn^ve thaD 
they would do for reforming bim, and to 
look upon it as an higher Degree of Virtue 
to reproach Men with their Vices than it is 
to correft ahd amend them. ' . 

What Succefe muft attend this Method o( 
propagating Virtue and Religion may be foon 
known, by confidering the Temper and Dif- 
pofition of Mankind* To vex and e^a^erate 
Men can ^rve only to make tbebi ftubborn 
in their Vices and obi^nate in their Opinions > 
and all that is got by it is to expofe the Good 
you do to Reproach, and to give the Enemies 
ef Religion oCcafion to bla^heme. Zeal is 
the nobleft Grace, when duly tempered with 
Charity and Prudence, and, whilft it con- 
tinues under their Influence, it produces the 
nobleft Fruit; but, when it breaks loofe from 
ihefe Reftraints, it grows .wild and extrava- 
gant, and becomes the Grief of wife Men^ 
and the Sport and Laughter of Fools. 

This is one Way by whk:h Men expofe 
their Good to be evil fpoken :0f Their 
Miftake lies^in not rightly diftinguiAiing be- 
tween a fervile Compliance with the WorW, 
and a prudent Behaviour towards i() and yet 
there, is as much Diflference between them as 
I between 
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bfttwecn. Virtue and Vipe : One is tlie Way 
which Men who facrifice Honour andCon^ 
icience to their Inlereft make ufe of:. The 
other isitl^e Method which wife and good ^en 
take to recommend the Prance of Virtue and 
Religion. And w^t a wide Difference is this ? 
in the firft Gafc, to comply with the World, 
you i;iiuft be like it^ youmuft conform your*-. 
fdf to it I In the other^ you treat the World 
eivilly, that it may the more eafily becomd 
kke you 3 that you may gain upon it» and 
ini(Hl die Principles of Virtue, which, may 
^ il^juied by gentle Degrees^ but cannot be 
obtruded by Ncnfe and, Violence. 

Thode who are of too ftiif a Virtue to 
court, the World into a Compliance with 
that which is good, may do well to coi^fider 
liow our Apoftle is to be Juftified in the 
Charaflcr he Ixas givett us of himfelf j though 
X be free from all Men^ yet have I made myfelf 
Servant tinto all, that I might g^in the more : 
tinto tie Jews J became as a JeWy that jmigbi 
gain the Jews j to them that are tmder thi 
LaWy as under the LaWy that I might gairt 
fhem that are under the Law ; to them thai 
^re without Law, as mtbout Law (being not 
v^thout the Zam to God, but under the Law 
to Ckrift) that 1 might gain them that are 
O 2 viitboui 
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noithout' Law, t& the, Weak learnt 1 as nveai^ 
that I might gain the Weak : lam made atf 
Things f& all Meriy that I might fy all M^m 
Jaive Jme, i Cor, ix. 15, &e. Yn^ wfeat ^ 
Variety of Shapes did he torn himfelf, te> 
gam upon the Aflfedions of Men, thsrf he 
might the more eafiiy^in Admiffion for 
Ac Go^jel of Chrift? Had he fallen ^^ 
ttGAy upon their fefirmities ancJ Kfiffiakes> 
he mig^tiiave fired their Minds, and flopped 
^letr Ears t^hls &iftru£)ion. He kvitvi d»e 
jatife^« arid gende Teadbiog would ftyDe*^ 
grees get the Maftcry^ of thtir Er rorsj andl 
lead them, without Tfumult or ^ppofition; 
«6 the Acknowledgment of<ht Tru&rthat 
theif Prejudices would wear out j ahdj as the 
Light of the Gofpel began td;^wn in theit 
Hearts,, tfteir Aflfeaions would tafcii a nevr 
Turn of themfehres> which at prtfent were 
fiot to be ftemme^^ Me ufed the Art of a 
Ikilful Pilot, who choofes to cddSkxt along ikt 
Shore when the Tide runs too high k «h* 
Channel, as knowing it to be not only thbf 
fafeft, but the fliorteA Way to the Pbint hfe 
makes* / ^ 

Yet thus ib court the Mbftions ofljtle* 
is by nlany thought belb\y thfe D^^ity of 
l^eligioiti : But where does this Indignity fiel" 
^ / Ought 
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Ought not Mea to 1>e tmic'in love with 
Virtue and ReHgion? Yes, you will iay: Anfl 
how m that to be done? Mull it not be by 
engaging their Affedions in the Caufe of 
Religion ? Uadoubtedly it muft : And is it 
then necefliry to engage Men's Affedions in 
the Caufe of Religion ? And is it yet am 
unworthy Attenf^pt to ^ndeavoi*r to engage 
diem ? How can tbefe Things be made co 
agree ?'But, if it muft be allowed that it is 
aecefiary to apply to Men's Affedions in the 
Caufe cf Virtue and Religion^ it will ihcw 
the Ravfonablenefs of the Apoftle s Advicb 
.in the Text, and the Necellity there is of 
ibaving Recourfe to Chriftian Prudence and 
Wifdom to dire<3: us in the Pra<aicc even of 
that which is good^ For all Things have not 
the fame Appearance to all Men } hay, the 
iame Qbjed: appears differently to the famfe 
Man^ a; it is expofed in different Li^s i 
.^hich holds as true with reipeft to the Eyes 
iof the Mind as of the Body : And ti^refore 
it lies i|pon us to guard againft any ill In^ 
IjurdSona that may be oudo up«n etl^i^rs hf 
jthe Qood we do* 

This Care act to oiSnid is the Foisftdfttseii 

^f Civility and Good-brcecUng m common 

Ji4kp ^ wjyil likewife be pr<^adiv6 of 

Pj mutual 
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niutual Love and Condefcehljon in Religion i 
It will teach us to be tender of each other^s 
Infirmities, and to avoid the Occafions of 
jgiving Offence, which Men who have hot 
this Gare upon their Minds rather labour tq 
feck and to improve. Let us but view the 
Difference there will be in one Chriflian 
Grace, when attended with this Care, and 
when not: Let the Grace be Zeal, which 
is in itfelf, without Doubt, an excellent Gift j 
but, where Men have no Regard how faf 
they truft pr oifend others, ho^y rafh and 
intemperate does it grow, in reproaching not 
only the Vices, but the FoHies and Weak- 
jitCks of Mankind; how eafily does it dcr 
generatc into Cenforioufnefs, and tranfport 
iVIen beyond all Bounds of Charity fuid 
Dlfcretion ? The Gonfequence is, that it is 
immediately furrounded with Enemies of its 
own raifing, and fuffers under the Names of 
Fury and Uncharitablcnefs. But, on the 
pther Side, where it is found in Company 
with Prudence, and joined with a Care not 
to offend, it is a gentle and heavenly Flame, 
which warms without fcorching : It falls 
upon its right Obje<a, the Honour of God, 
and the Good of Men, and confines itfelf tb 
fuch Methofls only as may beft ferve » 
i, promote 
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promote both : It will therefore nevpr run 
rryto any indecencies of Paffion, which arc 
cnbeconiing theCaufe it maintains ; nor will 
k provoke and exafperatc thofe whom it 
labours to reform, as knowing what little 
Benefit Men can receive fcy being iU-treated. 
Thus will it fecure itfelf from bei^ig evil 
fpokea of, and appear with Advantage in 
the Eyes of all that behold it. But, farther. 
Some there are who have fo little Regard 
to the fecuring their Good from being evil 
ipoken of, that their Zeal for Good arifes 
even from Envy and Strife. This Spirit is 
ftill in being; and it is no juncommoa Thing 
for Men to be fpitefully good, and to delight 
m th^ Opportunities of exafperating others 
who differ from them : Men oftien fajl upon 
Subje<5^s for no other Reafon, but becauie 
(jhey icnow how difagreeable they ar« to 
feme of the Company ; and, to juftify them-r 
fclvcs, they fay, that Men ought not to be 
afliamcd when they are in the Right, or 
afraid of owning the Truth ; which zvp two 
very good Reafons very fadly applied j for 
Men ought to be afliamed of making* this 
Ufe of Truth, which is merely infulting. 
the Prejudices of Mankind, and not cor-r 
ceding them* It is a very Unnatural .Bf^ 
., 04 of 
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pf Love for the 'truthy to labour to mak§ 
pthers hate it j and yet what elle can be ex^ 
peded frojn thefe Meafures ? . To make. ^ 
Reproach of the Truthv and to ppbraid Meq 
?^^ith it, is to place it in fpch a Ligjat.befQW 
them, that it muft ncceflkrily appear to. them 
fL frightfiil Objeft. h is certain that Men 
^u-e. never to be complimented at the Ex-^ 
pence of Truth or Religion 5 nor can too bard 
9. Name be given to the mean Spjrit that 
inakes Men always join in the Opinion of 
their Company j nor are theOpportufiities, 
which Converfatbn afFords, of juftifying 
purfelves and pur Opinions from the Milap- 
prehenfions of others^ to be negle^td. It is 
inightily for the Advancement of Peace an^ 
Truth that Men fhould rightly undcrftancj 
each other; and this is pne of the beflfEndsr 
that is ferved byConverfationj and therefore 
there is the greater Mifchiefin perverting it, 
md ufing it as an Opportunity of revenging 
Ourfelvgs: The ConfequencQ of it ift very 
plain 5 it makes Men feldom care to con- 
verfe virith any but tjiofe of their owji Opi^ 
fi'ion.} which is the Way to cftabli|li Error, 
5uid to propagate it for ever; Thenc is ^ 
Diflepence between beating a Man with the 
Truthy and endeareunng to convinoe Jnixi 

'^■' " .■■ ^ ■ ■ pj 



Digitized 



by Google 



DISCOURSE VIL ^§i 

pf it ; fLud betw-eien raifing his Paffions to 
pppofe it, ^nd preparing them to receive 
^t. This is the true End of Convcrfation^ 
jhough the other k too often the Vk of itj 
and the Mifchief is fufficiently gresrt, if wc 
pnly confider what a Stubbornnefe in Opi- 
nion Men contradt j^y being fo unfeafbnably 
provoked. 

But there is ftiU a &rther Miicbibef : 
When ]V{en truly labour to promote Truths 
and recommend it to others, they alvvay^ 
place it in its beft Lights and take care to 
pbviate the Mifapprehenfions of thofe they 
jdeal with : But where they enter into a 
QuejGtiop merely for Oppofition Sake, or for 
the Pleafure of expofing fomebody elfe, they 
pare not how little he uiwlerftands the Truth, 
or how grofsly he baiflakes $ for the mora 
Violence and Paffion he fhews againft it, the 
greater the Entertabment 5 and therefore, 
pilead pf obviating his Doubts, Stuoibling* 
flocks are laid in his Way, and the Thing 
]s painted induibiouily in fuch Cokmra as 
are Jcnown to be moft ofFepfive to him : 
And what is the Confequcnce? He for ever 
^akes his Meafure of your Opinion from this 
Reprefentation of it, and goes away per- 
^viadf 4 that you could not agfw^ the Ob^ 

jeaipps^ 
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jedtions, which you would not : You have 
your Entertainment for the prefent, and he 
his Error, it is probable, forever. And is 
not this wilfully to expofe our Good to be 
evil Ipoken of, and, for the Sake of an ill- 
natured Diverfion, to facrifice the Intereft 
of Truth and Religion ? 

The fame EfFed is often feen tb proceed 
from a Mixture of Zeal and Ignorance : In 
this Cafe Men often judge it abfolutefy ne- 
ceffary to do or fay the Things tliey approve, 
when they are before thofe*who they know 
do not approve them : They look upon it' 
to be affertin^ thp Trpth ; and to do other- 
wife, in their ppin;on^ is deferting it. This 
was fom^ething of the paip which the 
Apoftle had before him. when h« wrote the 
Words of the Text. The Queftion in th? 
Church of Rome was^ concerning the lawful 
or unlawful Ufe of Meats forbidden iii fhc 
Law of Mofes : Thofe whp ^e|d it lawful 
to ufe theni were never more zealous of 
their Liberty, or more certain to make ufe 
of it, than when they met at Table witK 
thofe of another Opinion : This gave Rife to 
many Scandals and Offences. The Apoftle, 
who allowed the Ufe of all Meats indiffer- 
ently, difapproved this pervcrfc uncharitable 

Ufe 
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Ufe of thepi ; and, among many other 
Reafons, gave this as onc^Let not your G^ 
ke evil jpolen of. But to proceed: 

Sometimes Men expofc their Good to be 
evil ipoken of oyt of pure Pride ^nd Haugh^ 
tinefs of Temper: This is the Cafe when 
Men have fuch a Contempt for the World, 
as not to think it worth their while to guard 
againft the Mifapprehenfions of thofe about 
them. They reckon it below their Dignity 
to render any Account of what they do, and 
a Mark of Guilt to defcend fo low as to 
juftify their Aftions. But furely, if we efti- 
mate the Thing fairly, it is betraying of that 
which is good to Reproach, and laying of 
Stumbling-blocks in the Way of the Blind, 
^he very Reafon why you defpife the World, 
and difdain to give any Account to it of what 
you do, becaufe the World is weak and cap- 
tious, and below a wife Man's Notice, is the 
Realbn why you ought to endeavour to fa* 
tisfy it. This Rule of the Apoftle's has its 
'Rik from the Weaknefs of Men ; and the 
very End of it is to dired us how to walk 
with relpeft to thofe who are weak, and 
unable to judge of Things fo perfectly as wc 
do. Do but read the firft Verfc of the next 
Chapter, in which the Apoftle fupis up the 

Advice 
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Advice he had given, and you will iee.thit 
the Apoftre Jays his FouDdation ia the known 
ot' fuppofed Weakne^ of Men : fFe then, 
4ay-s be, tiat art ftrang ought ifi Ikot; the In- 
Jirmities of the Weak] and not to pleafe our^ 
Jelves: And when he advifes.us not to Jet 
4)ur Good be evil fpoken of, what elfe, is k 
i>ut to adviie us to guard agamfl: the Weak<^ 
aefs asid Mifapprcbenfions of Men ? He 
luiew furelj that Qood could not be iiable 
to be evil fpokea of, but by being nufun- 
(SiCx&OQ^i and therjefote be can mean no^ 
jdiing elfe, in this Charge, but. that w^ 
^fiK>uld condefcend to the Wea|j:ncft of 
others, and keep ow Good out of the W»y 
<>f being mifunderftood by them. 

Ho«v much below a tvife Man yo« may 
think this Condu<$, I cannot fay; but I am 
iiire it is not below a good Man, wjio witi 
think nothing below him that tt%A% to the 
Honour and Advancement of Virtue^ 8o4 
nothing D(io«re do^ £o th4nto juftify Virtue 
and Goodotff in the £t^ of the Worl4f 
Things are capable of very difieiJeni: Om^ 
ilrqdidnsi and all Men cahnot ec^ually jiic^ 
of the CtmfequeAce^ itsd Tendemies of Opit 
iHons atKi A<Stion9; vnA thei^oie U is iDut^ 
owing to 3rOurrttf> yoQrNfcighb<mr>.imd^t^^ 
: Trutb^ 
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Truth, 10 fence your Anions and PHiicipIcs: 
againft the Mifappreh?nfions of weak MmSi9^ 
Your own Reputattiony your NfiigWioar's 
SamfaiSion, and the Honour of Troth,- aror 
equally concerned, and equally dtnian(^^hi$i 
Jtiftice at yow Hands. 

Nop is a»y Man, bow great focver hci«^ 
above fendermg an Account of hiiii&lf tx> 
the Workiv It is not true Ma^iairfrtiity oc» 
Greati)^ cf Soul that noakea Men S;^te 
to ki bM ^ naErrow^fpiirited IftftlieMe and 
Pridd ^a« pofleflbs them^ and toadies' d^em 
to place their Gk^y^ n^t h mtdk' ki ther 
W*rthki6ft-of'their-Aa:ibn&, as-in-d^^ififig! 
and coiitemniHg eveiy feody eHB.**^*A^ge-^ 
nerouS V&tueis open amJfite, haf boiirEl hei^ 
HtDefigns, and therefore fears noBifdoveiy^ 
and never appears- rridrc'^truly glorkitnj'thtii 
when it is moft truly underftood*: It 16tes 
the Light,- hccaufcT i^ Deeds ane gbddfr 4nd 
is ahiFays' 'ready td tender an Acidunti of 
itfelf, becauife it cah'^ways rendbf a ^ood 
one; Were this O^nncft' and' Pfijiiifiefs 
more pra€Hfed in the^ World, ^whapfr il 
might ^a^ent a great dcal^ of that Bfefrod 
ittdAhiiwefity-, WWcft^e^ibund^'iM^ 
Jealpufies and Sufpicions : I iffiagiih^ ibi» 
wotold be the Confequence, becaufe I verily 
3 believe 
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believe that few Men intend Half the MU^ 
chief that they are fufpefted o£ 

There are other Inftances to be given^ \tt 
whiqh Meln expofe their Good to be evil 
^dken of: When a Man facrifices Truth 
and Honour to Intere^l, and bafely deferts 
tjic Caufe w^htch he approves. Truth itfelf" 
often fiifiefs>and other's think there was but 
Httle in theProfcffion,:fince^fd little appears 
m Adion : But in this» and the like Gafes,r 
Men may be more properly iaid to expofe 
thetnCelv^ to be ^yil fpok^n of ^ab their, 
Goods fcir the World is generally fo quick^ 
fighted as to know that fuch Treachery js 
to be charged not upon the Caufe, but. tha 
Man: Thefe Inftances therefore do not fo 
immediately belong to the prefent^Sutjeiarf 
I proceed now to the laft Particular, which 
is to fhew. 

Thirdly, That as it is often in our Powet 
to prevent our Good from being evil ijpoken 
of> fo in many Cafes it is our Duty* 

This Duty may, I think, be deduced 
^m thefe Principles; the Honour of God 
and of Troth, the Charity that is owing to 
.our Brethren, and jthe Juftice that is due 
tp.Oiirfelvcs* 
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. The Honour of God is chiefly confult^ 
^y reconciling Men's Minds to the Love of 
Virtue and Religion, by removing their Pre-' 
jjiidices, and gently drawing their Affedions 
to the Caufe of Goodnefs : This is. the moft 
fubftantial Honour we Can pay our Maker^ 
to exalt bis Name among the People ^ and 
(each every Tongue to confefs his Truth. It 
is certain Men can never love the Thing 
they Ipeak eyil of; and therefore the firft 
Step to m^ke Men in love with Virtue, is to 
remove out of their Way all poflibleOfFence?^ 
to do nothing, not even that which is good, 
out of. Contention, which is the Way to 
^levate the Paffions, and deprefs the Judg-. 
ment, and blind Men from feeing and 
acknowledging the Truth. In all human 
Adions the Fafiions and AfFedions will 
have a Share; and therefore it is neceliary 
to court them by all fair Means, even in 
the Caufe of Virtue : And what honefter 
Method can be taken, than to fecure our 
Good from being evil fpoken of ? Good 
ought not to be evil fpoken of s and tnere-, 
fore ought not to be expofed to the Hazard 
of it without Neceffityi An indifcreet good 
Man often does a great deal of Mifchlcf in 
the World, and ratfes an Oppofitipn to the 
' '^ ^ Good 
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iyoid ivfeich h« meant to rfecomtnend: Oiif 
Savknit* thkfrcfbre^ a& a neceffary Qoalificatioxi 
for preaching the Gofpel, exhorts his Drf- 
€^))e& to ^ei ^e^ tfi* Serpent s^ ami innocent as 
Dmts. ftihoeencc » of abfohrte Ntceifity 
lA a Fneacifoer of Rightebo'fefels r Sofli€l>e>^ 
ffcc of Wifdom can<!K)t wcU be Ipared ? 
The greater the Degre* i^V the liiore effec-» 
ta^Afy witt it fccure his iMfoeence, and re- 
ccmiw*hd if to the IhiitatiOTi of the World; 
A great iftfany Meha^e* jiidgecj to warit tbd 
Ituuxeneeof i$it Ddye>' when indeed they 
i*anc ri^tfiihg But f&rtie^ of the* Wijaoto of 
^ Serpent j and Mferf ai% fefpeSfei ctf ver}^ 
evil Ddfigns^ and Wack Intfehttditti wherf 
indeed t^hteir Hearts* ^fe ftee fromr Mafiee/ 
and theif Iridifcrctibn- is^^ their onfyFairity 
TWfe BiewSi however^ hbwnecreffai^ it !s/ 
in wdcT^ to promote thfr Honotrr of Gbtf 
and Refigion, always ta walk^bythi^ Rlilt/ 
stad ta take carfe /^^f oariaooitlk' mf m7 
Jpoken of. 

It will appear Kkewife to !)e a Pitt^f ifraf 
Charify which is owing to our l*f eighbbar i 
We know how much his i^ap|^neftdig^ 
upoivappcoFing that^5^^ch is good; Ifiihotii 
tMtnefs no Manjballfee Goh Oiigjit we nof 
4iea to labour to rccprnmend Virtue and 

Relig^iort 



Digitized 



by Google 



DISCOURSE VII. 20^ 

Religion to his Choice, to render it acceptable 
in his Sight, and by that Means lead him to 
lafte the Fruit of the Tree of Life ? And 
how is this to be done' ? r4"ot by rendering 
dur Good odious and oiFenfive to him 3 not 
by making it Matter of Reproach and Scandal 
to him 5 but by fetting It forth in its native 
Gentlenefs, without Scandal pr Offence; that 
he may be afhamed of nothing, but that he 
did not iboner love and embrace it. Thus 
muft the Salvation of Mankind be fet for^ 
ward ; Ha tihi erunt Artes : Let Ignorance 
and Superftition triumph in Reproach, J(up- 
ported by Wilfulnefs and haughty Pride ; 
but let Truth rejoice in Meeknels, and 
become all Things to all Men, that it may 
gain fome. But, farther^. 

It is a Piece of Juftice that we owe to Our- 
felves and our pwn Chara(5ler, to render our 
Good irreproachable J when our Good fuffers,' 
we muft fuffer with it, and partake in the Re- 
proaches that fall on it: And therefore it is 
Prudpnce, with refpedl even to our own 
Intereft and Credit, to avoid giving Offence 
as much as poffible. It is Matter of Doubt, 
whether it be juftifiable in the Good we do 
Xo have Regard to ourown Reputation : To 
Vol. IV. P make 
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make it the End pf what we do is certainiij^ 
bad ; for the Applaufe of the WorW is not 
the End of Religion : But a good Man is 
capable of doing fo much Good by Jiiaving a 
good Reputation, that it is certainly his 
Duty to confult his Credit and Charadter 
in what he does : For this Reafon he ought 
to reftrain himfelf in thofe Freedoms, which 
in the Judgment of the World are unbe^ 
coming his Charader , though in themfelves 
they be innocent and harmlefs. But furely 
there cannot be a more innocent Way of 
afpiring to a Reputation, than taking care 
that our Good be not evil fpokeri of; tha'rt 
in providing agatinft the Miftakes and Mis- 
interpretations that others may make of 
what v^e do : And therefore this Argument^ 
in this Cafe, may juftly be allowed- its full 
Weight. 

And thus you Ctt of what grtit Moment 
it is to render our Good unfufpeded and free 
from Reproach : It is the Wiay to advance 
our own Credit, to confult the Good of oui' 
Neighbour, and to promote the Honour and 
Glory of God. 

This prudent Behaviour is not incohflftent 
with a fteady and cohftant Adherence to thte 

Truths 
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^Truth} for the Truth is nof to be deferted 
that it may aot be evil fpoken of> but it is 
to be pradtifed without Offence. 

In Matters eflential to Religion there is no 
Room for Compliance ) and in Matters of 
Chriftian Liberty there is hardly any Room 
for denying it: Where we are free, the 
^reateft Deference is to be paid to the Opi- 
nions, nay, even to the Prgudices of others. 
This Diftindion is not of my own making ; 
but we have the Exception and the Rule 
from the fame Hand ; for the Apoftle, in 
the Verfe after the Text, adds. For tie 
Kingdom of God is not Meat and Drink. 
Take the Whole of the Apoftle's Admoni- 
tion together^ and you will eafily perceive 
the Meaning of thcfe Words. The EKfpute 
was about the Lawfulnefs of Meats : Iknow^ 
fays the Apoftle, and am ferfuaded[hy tix 
Lord Jejus, that-fhere is nothing unckan of 
itfelf — But if thy Brother be grieved uith 
iii^ Meaty now walkejl thou not charitably : 
That is, I allow it is lawful for you to cat; 
but yet, if you eat with the Offence of your 
Brother, you offend againfl Charity. Let not 
tbeny fays he, your Good be evil fpoken of-, for 
the 'Kingdom of God is not Meat and Drink : 
This being the Cafe, forbear eating, when 
P 2 eating 
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eating will give Offence : For it is not n6-* 
ceflary to your Gofpel Obedience, or to the 
eftablifliing the Kingdonni oi God, that yoa 
fhould eat j for it is a Matter of Chriftian 
Liberty, and you may aft which Way you 
pleafe. From which it is plain, that, in 
Matters that are neceffary to the eftablifliing 
the Kingdom of Heaven, we are not at the 
fame Liberty to pleafe and humour Men : 
For the Reafon the Apoftle gives in this 
Cafe,' why it ought to be done, is, that the 
Kingdom of God confifted not in it; which 
is by Implication an- Exception to the Rule, 
and amounts to faying, This Advice which 
I give you, of forbearing Things which are 
ofFenfive, extends only to Matters of Chriftiari 
Liberty ; for where the Kingdom of God i$ 
concerned, you muft be content to follow 
Chrift, and us his Apoftles, through good 
Report and evil Report, 
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Numbers xxiiL lo. 

Let me die the Death of the Righteous^ and 
let my laji End be like his. 

>g?Jf('^HERE is fomething very af^ 
^ ^^ fefting in thefe Words, and apt 
^ ^* to engage us upon the firft 
^^Ld ^^^^^"g ^^ become Parties to 
the good Wifti contained in 
them. Whatever our prefent Thoughts, 
Views, and Inclinations are, yet when our 
Eyes are called off from the Profpeds of 
the World, and fixed upon the laft Point 
of Life, and we ftand as it were beholding 
ourfelves under the Arrefl of Death, and 
jufl ready to expire, we want no Arguments 
to dire(ft our Choice to what is beft for our- 
felves, Thefe Circumflances carry Convic- 
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tion with them ; and how indifpofed ibever 
wc are to live the Life of the Righteoijs, we 
are willing to die his Death, and that oi^la^ 
End Jhotild ke like his. 

There is a Comparifon ipplied in the 
Words 6f the Text, between the Cafe of 
the Wicked and the Cafe of the Righteous, 
which the Mind readily fupplies. The 
Comparifon is ftatcd under fuchi Circvim-: 
ftances as throw out all Prejudices and 
Partialities, and, bring only the Merits of 
the Ciaufe on both Sides into Judgpient, 
You are called upon to behold the Wicked 
and the Righteous, both at the Point of 
Death, and to fay which Condition you 
would chufe for yourfelf: |n this View, the, 
Pleafures and Allurements of the World on 
one Side, the fuppofed Difficulties and Hard?. 
fliips pn the other, are equally fet alide : 
Virtue and Vice are brought na|ced to the 
Bar, cloathed only in their own natural 
Features, v^ithout Colour or Pifguife j and, 
being thus plaped before you, your Judgment 
is defired. We |iave no Exceptions to take 
in Behalf of Virtue to any Judge : Let the 
moft Corrupt give Sentence, yet Corruption 
(hart not prevail \ tjut Virtue (hall be juftificd 
out of the Sjnncr*8 Moud?, whilft he wift^ca 
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to die the Death of the Righteous ^ and that 
bis la/i End may be like his. 

It may feem perhaps, that we have but 
little Confidence in the Caufe of Virtue under 
all other Circumftances and Conditions of 
Life, when we defer the Judgment to the 
laft Moments, and bring the Wicked ai>d 
the Righteous to the very Doors of Death, 
before we venture to alk your Opinion upon 
their feveral Conditions : It may be thought 
unfair too, fo to ftate the Cafe as to exclude , 
all the Pleafures and Enjoyments on one 
Side, all the Difiiculties , and Difcourage- 
ments on the other, which are the very 
Confiderations that are known to weigh ' 
moft with the Generality of Mankind, and 
to leave nothing but the Profpedt, whether 
certain or uncertain, of a future State, when 
every Thing is removed out of the contrary 
Scale, which might ferve, as in Experience 
we find they do ferve at other Times, to 
balance againft fuch Hopes and Fears : It 
may be faid too, that it is no very great 
Commendation to Vi^ue, that Men fhould 
prefer the Hopes it offers to the Fears of 
Iniquity, when all Conteft is over in other 
Refpeds, and at a Time when nothing is 
left but mere Hope and Fear; for who 
P4 would 
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would not prefei: the nroft uncertain Chancer 
of being happy to the leaft Degree of Fear 
of being miferable, or even to the Thoughts 
ef falling into Silence and perpetual Sleep ? 
' Were thefe Exceptions well founded, it . 
would take much/fom the Weight of the 
Comparifon'laid before us in the Text : But 
the Troth is, that there is no Time or Cir- 
quKnftance of Life in which Virtue may "not 
bear being compared with Vice, the Paflions 
and Prejudices and Corruptions of Mankind 
being moved out of the Qneftion. - - 
. The Words of the Text, in their firftand 
rnoft natural Spnfe, lead us to compare the 
Wicked and the Righteous, not only ia 
their lateft Hours, but in the whole Courfe 
and'Circumil:anccs of their Life : They arife 
from the Centemplation of the Happinefs 
^nd Profperity of the People of Ifrael^ and 
their future Greatnefs and Security .in the 
l^and of Promife, comparc4 with the Mifery 
of the idolatrous Nations, given up to Sin 
3nd Superftition, and therefore devoted to 
Kuiii. T^he People^ fays the Prophpfyer, Jhall 
dwell alone ^ an(l jhall mt b? reckoned among 
th Nations. Who (an count the Du/l of 
yaccby and the Number ofthejcurth Part of 
Jfrefl f jLef m die t^e Peath oftb? Ri^hteoui^ 

find 
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and let my laft End be like his. And in the 
next Ghapter, When be looked .on Amalek^ he 
took up his P arable y and fat d^ Amalek was the 
Jirfi of the Nations \ but his latter End /hall 
be^ that he perijhfor ewr. ' ^ 

Thefe two Places help to expound each 
other; for, as the Prophecy relating to 
Amalek yvas completed in the temporal De-* 
ftrudion oif that People, fo by Parity of 
Reafon the Prophecy concerning Ifraelvax^ 
ported the temporal Happinefs of that Na- 
tion* It was denounced againfl Amalek^ that 
bejhould perijh for ever*, that heftould be 
cut off, and leave no Pofterity behind him : 
But to Ifrael a long Continuance of great 
Increafe is promifed: Who can count the 
Vuji of Jacoby and the Number of the fourth 
PartoflfraeH 

If WIS add. to this the Remark of the 
learned Bifhop Patrick^ that the original 
Words, which our Tranflators render I^et . 
my laft End be like hisy may properly be 
rendered Lpt my Pojlerity be like his^ it will 
give us farther Reafon to acknowledge that 
temporal Profperity was not excluded from 
tjie Propheiyer's Thoughts, but was con- 
tained in his Wifh, as a peculiar Lot and 
Inheritance of the Righteous, 

Th§ 
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The other Senfc of the Words, which 
Ipoks beyond the Limits of this World, 
^n^ confiders the Wicked and the Righteous 
dii^nguifhed by their Merits in another State 
of Life, has of ancient Tirpes been afcribed 
tp the Te;rt : Nor need we be much cpn^ 
\:erned to determine between the two Ex- 
potions I fiEce bolh faiily arife from the 
Worids bpfore us, both are agreeable to the 
Apprehenfions, and, as far as Experience 
teaches, to the Experience of Mankind, 
m^ )>Q^ l^ve a Foundation in Reafi^n and 
Ng|ure. 

That Rigbttoujkefs exsdtdk aNatioHy that 
5^18 not only a Risproacb, but alfo a Weaken- 
ing to any People^ are Truths fo qniverfally re- 
ceived as to want no Proof. All Lawgivers, 
in all Times, have thought fo,' and made it 
their Bufinefs to cultivate Virtue and Juftice, 
T?iwpcranee and Frugality, and to difoourage 
th? contrary Vices. PhilofOphers and Mo- 
falifts have been in the fame Opinion, and 
have taught, with one Cpnfent, that the 
Virtue of the People is the Stability of all 
jGovcrnments, and the true Source of public 
jProfperity, Pradice and Experience have, 
in all Age§, anfwered to the Truth of thefe 
Speculations* If we confult the Memoirs of 

the 



Digitized 



by Google 



BISCOURSE Vlir. 219 

the moft renowned Nations^ which have 
piade a Figure ip* t^Q World, we (hall find 
that they rofe to Greatness by Virtue, and. 
funk into nothing through Vice ; that thejr 
got Dominion by their Temperance and 
Probity of Manners, and a ferious Regard 
to Religion i and that when they grew dif- 
folute, luxurious, apd Defpifers of ReligioHj^ 
they b^ame Slaves to their Neighbours, 
whom they were np longer worthy to^' 
govern* 

Befides the natural Tendency which there 
is in Virtue to make Nations great and happy, 
there is this farther to be confidered : If W6 
believe the Being of a God, and have juft 
Notions of his Attributes, and think him at 
all concerned in the Government of* this 
World which he made, we muft neceflarily 
conclude that virtuous Nations are his pe- 
culiar Care, and under his immediate Pro^ 
tcdtion 5 that he counfcls their Counfellors, 
and teaches theif Senators Wiftlom; that he 
goes forth with their Armies, and covers 
them in the Day of Battle, and brings then* 
home crowned with Vidory and Peace. 

Notwithitanding the general Confent of 
Men to this Truth, that Virtue is the true 
foundation pf the Happinefs and Proiperity 
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of public Societies, yet they differ much in 
OjMnion and Pra£Uc? in the Choice and 
Purfuit of Happinefs for themfelves : And 
yet there is no Doubt but that the fame 
Thing which is neceflary to the Happinefs 
of a Kingdom, is alfo necefTary to the Hap^ 
pinefs of private Families and private Men ; 
unlefs we can fuppofe that the Body politic 
may be in a very flourifhing Condition, 
whilfl every Member of it is in Mifcry and 
Diflrefs. As a Nation cannot be faid to be 
healthy, when the private Families of which 
it confifts are vifited with a Plague and Pcfli* 
knee ', fo neither can it be faid to be rich 
and happy, when the Members are poor and 
miferable : From whence it follows, that 
whatever is necefTary- to the public Happi-» 
nefs is necefTary alfo to the private Happinefs 
of Particulars confidered in themfelves, and 
in the more contracted Relations of Life. 

Since then we have the exprefs Confent of 
all Men that Virtue is the true Way to public 
Happinefs, we have, in confequence, their 
Confeffion that private Happinefs mufl be 
obtained in the fame wiethod : How is it 
then that Men are fo inconfiftent with them- 
felves, as in their own Cafe to prefer the 
momentary Plcafures of Vice to the folid 

Jlappinefs 
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Happinefs which arifes from Virtue ? How 
come they to think, that the fame Thing, 
which, will make all others miferable, will 
make them ha{^y i 

This Difference ariilbs oot from the Nature 
of the Things under Confideration, which 
continue always the fame without Altera- 
tion, bat from the Paffions of Men, which 
in one Cafe are excluded, and admitted in 
the other with all their Force to biafs the 
Judgment. When, we .confider what is 
good for other Men, their Paffions have no 
Weight upon our Underflandings, and wc 
deliberate calmly what is right for them ; 
but when .we coiifider for ourfclves, all our 
PafEons are awakened^ and often prove too 
Aron^g. for our Rcafon and Underflanding. 
The People are happy, you fay, wIk) are 
ObferverS' of Juflice, Temp6rance, and 
Chaftity. Very well : And why would it 
not be as happy for you to obferve the fame 
Rule fls it is for them? Can Reafon, do 
you think, fhew a Difference in the Cafe ? 
No : But when a Man judges for him- 
felf, he can lay afide his Reafon, and give 
himfelf up to his Paffions and corrupt Incli- • 
nations. It is a common Obfervation, that 
it is much eafier to give good Inftrudions 

than 
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ihin to fonow them; and there is mvK^ 
Truth in the Obfcrvation : But thi§ t>ught U> 
be no Prejudice to the Caufe of Virtue j for 
when a Man fpeaks Reafon at thedi^iye Time 
that he ads ^ainft tt, he ought to be taken 
as a ftrong Witnefs for the Truth. 

A Reaibn may be demanded ^pe^haps^ ivhy 
we prefer the Judgment of a Man when h6 
chufes Happinefs for others^ to the judgment 
he malces when he chufes for him&jf. Do 
we nptknow that Men are always tmeft to 
'themielveSy afid never more ^fincere than 
when their own Interdft and Hiqipinefs ^tt 
concerned ? Should a Number of Men con* 
fent to a Law for fupprelBng Vict aaid im«^ 
morality^ and yet indulge themfeWcs in the 
very Enjoyments which they forbid to others^ 
%^hatevcr we faiay thit^k of their Opinion 
concerning the Expediency of Virtue to the 
Public, yet we muft not fuppoferfxem to 
judge that Life may be rendered comfbctable 
and happy by the Pradtke of Virtue^ 4ince 
fuch an Opinion would be utterly inconfiit- 
€nt with the Meafurcs which they purfue in 
order to their own Happinefs* 

But if this Way of a^uing is allowed, 
there is but one Law for ^fen and^for Beafts: 
Reaibn makes no Dificrence in the Gafe$ 

for 
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for the Happ?nefs df both confifts in the} 
mere Oratificaftions dfSenfe: A dofifclufioa 
fo abfurd, that thefe is no M^cn ^ni-eafonable 
enough to embrace it. When a fickly and 
Vitiated Appetite craves unwholefome Food ; 
^^^o is in the Right ? the l^atieht, Who is 
leager Co gratify his Appetite, ik 't!hc 'Phy* 
ficiaft, who ftands between him and the 
deadly Experiment, and preffctibes lafer^ 
though lefs grateful Remedies* The Cafe 
is the feme in the Comparifon betweeti 
Virtue and Vice^ The fenfual Man has a 
contimiAl iFevtr upon him 5 ^hd tve can no 
fftorfc judge what will render a Man truly 
hiipfy by obfervkig the Choice be makes 
for himfelf^ than we can learn the true Cure 
of aDifeafe by obferving the Cravings of a 
diftempered Appetite. If Sedfe only is to be 
judge of the true Meafures of human Hap- 
-pinefs, in Vain is it that we have Reafbn 
given us for our Dire^^n. : It can ferve only 
to ificpcafe pur Shame ; for a Brute without 
Reafon is a much more honourable Creature 
than a Brute with it« 

But we have no Reafon to decline the 
Comparifon between ^e Pleafures of Vice 
end the calm Enjoyments of Virtue : Let us 
idierefore take a nearer View of the two 

Conditions, 
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4 . 

Conditions, and fee w)icthcr there be Dd 
Keafon to wifh that we may live the Life 
of the Righteous, as well as to die his 
Death* 

As to the good Things of Life, the 
Wicked can make out no.peculiar Title ta 
them: Riches and honours may be held 
and enjoyed by the Righteous as well as the 
Wicked. They differ indeed extremely in 
the Ule they make of the good Things 
of the World: And this being the only 
DijSFerence in this Refpe6t,,the only Queflion 
in this View is, Whether a Man is hap^. 
pier in the Enjoyment of a large Fortune, 
when he applies it to the Purpofes, and ufes 
it within the Bounds of Virtue, or when he 
makes it fubfervient to all the Ends and 
Pleafures of Vice ? Or, if you remove the 
Fortune out of the Cafe, and carry the 
Comparifori into another Condition of Life, 
the Queftion then will be. Whether the 
.Difficulties of Life^ which attend upon 
mean Circumflances, are more tolerable to 
a virtuous or a vicious Man; and which 
of the two can produce ttie beft Supports 
againft the outward Evih common to both ? 
If we allow the vicious Man to have Q 
greater Share of fenfual Gratifications, we 
7 allow 
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aMoiif >Mfi spfenjce a$l |dtie Advantage Jie czfi 
dakii^for bimfelf ; luvl fincp iic beft know3 

fctli«(<)Wf>:\^»l»e ^p9n^li^|eoi• Buttbpj^gh 
Vw>)3Jl|^}¥.l>ii4 to rat6 Im8 awji Plcafuries ^c«. 
p^r(ii$!g|3 ]ai& 9wn Luftand ileli(h ^of th^eou 
jjet }hii5F4<fe^ttl iiqt -enable hiai to ya^t of 
^f&ppbeis Of t/nfa^inefs of ihofe whdi 
dieh)^ 7 thstsiS^h^ the [i^n^ >Libei%ies* It Is 
IkffTvictaddtsOMan'^ Bufinefs not oitly toab^ 
flail Troml the Pkafares of Vice, but to 
£ibdtti2jthe xBd£ions of k ; and wh^n he (has 
i^i&e fbi: ItDeicendiars lumfelf capable of much 
indoior iEnj<x)rAieote> which are .a perpetual 
IFttndjof.tQQKght and Satisfa<5tiQii to ,hi6 
Mtedi lSk>^^at take 'the Men in Cojyonftipd 
teitfa )theic I>efii?c6 and -^pctiteis, and ther4 
ik Bieafdn tb believe^ that;, ov^en with rcTpeSfc 
,to ih^)ppefent EnjpymeiMs of Life, Virtue 
iias'ij^kely ;tbe Advapt^ge over Vice* 

But if we iook iimo the ConlequcnceS 
tof 'their different W^iys bf^iivic^ iuch Oon- 
fequences orilj^ I iirieail as a Uttle Time |ka-^ 
duces aind makes in>aiad£^ lathe, Ejaas of thid 
AVbrfd^ Jhe Cafe will gcow^to ,he wry deaj-4 
.View the .Rsrforis in ihemfelvjeet On pncJ 
. £ide you iDay(fQe Health ajfid Vigwr attend- 
ing ^ipTO. ^IW5 J i*b ; the fOtljer;^- Pains apd 
.. -V^fti'tVi Q. Diftafes 
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Difeafes following dofe at the Heek of 
Vice. But if yoii look (till nearer, and 
examine their States of MinS; the Dif- 
ference will appear yet greater! On one 
Side you may fee an undifturbcd Reafon^ 
furroundcd with a coriftant calm Serenity, 
and enjoying itfelf in all the Profpeds that 
areprefented to it by Things paflt, prdTent, 
and to come : On the other Side arc dif- 
turbed Imaginations, eager Deiires, per^ 
petual Uncafinefs, Reflexions' half ftifled, 
and a Mind ever labouring with uhpieafanfr 
Thoughts of the Xinie^ paft and the more 
unwelcome Profpe<as of the Time to come. 
Thefc are natural and conftant EflFcfts ; and 
fuch they are furely in which the Happinefs 
of human Life is very much concerned. 
You hl4y value the Pleafures of the Body 
as you pleafe, and defpife the better Part, 
the Mind ; but you are a reafonable Creature 
whether you will or no, and your Reaibn 
will have the laft Influence in making you 
either happy or miferablei If you lay in 
Matter for unealy Thoughts and Reflexions, 
it is but ftoring up Mifery for yourfelf, . a 
Mifery from which all the real or fancied 
Goods of the World cannot deliver you. 
The Pai9& of the Mind are never-ceafing 

'Toimtots: 
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torments: The Wounds of th6 Body may 
be cured ; but for the Wounds b( the Spirit 
the World affords no Salve : They will fefteir 
and grow dcfperate, till they wafte both 
JBody and Mind. The trueft Touchftone 
by which we can prove the Things which 
are conducive to our Happinefs, is to confider 
how they will operate upon our Minds for 
the Remainder of ,our Life : For Inftance^ 
you have an Opportunity of getting ibnie 
^re^t Advantage by doing fome vile Thing i 
Whilft you look only at the Advantage, and 
think over all the Ways in which it may be 
ferviceable to your Pleafure or Ambition, lb 
Jorig the Temptation may be ftrong; but fet 
it at a little Diftance from you, and the Cafe 
will be altered: Suppofe the Thing done, 
and the Advantage gained ; and then put 
yourfelf into aPofture of looking back upon 
the whole Tranfad:ion, and fee what Com- 
fort will arife from the Refledion : Can you 
rejoice in the Sight of Woods and Parks^ 
if every Sight of them muft call to your 
Mind aa innocent Man, whom you ruined 
in order to obtain them ? Such a Thought 
ihuft ever be attended with a fecret Abhor-* 
renceof purfelves 5 and how happy the Man 

Q 2 is 
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is who. lives ufi^6f i cbhtiriUdl^ l!]^lj)leafo^ 
Vi/itlx hithfelf, let ifty 'otic jiidge. ' , ' 

"this fecret Difpteafure, whkh Wicked 
Mctx conceive agiinft themfelves, is in- 
confiftent with any real Enjoyment :' So 
that Sin lays the Foundation of Mifcry, 
and lays it fo clofe to u^, thiat we caii 
never removd it. Add to this, thit Vice 
renders Men odioiis^hd contemptible, not 
only to themfelves, but fo all the World 
tefides. There is fo ttiXjch Serifc of Virtiife 
left, and Will be as long as Nl^n tbblinue 
to be rcafonable Creatures, that, whether wfe 
like it for ourfelvcs or no, we mvKt ncctfs 
like it for all others: And therefore a vicioils 
Man will always be a contemptible Man j 
a Circumftance that will always make hiih 
an unhappy Man 5 for it is impoflible for u 
Man to bear Contempt cafily, whdn he 
knows that he deferv^s it. So that confider 
the Wicked Man as he ftands with regard 
to himfelf and his own Judgment, and as 
he ftands with regard to the World, and the 
common Opinion of Mankind, .and in both 
Views he feems given up to Mifcry, and to 
be the Objeft of his own and the corfimon 
Hatred, • . . 
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;pqt^4j^re. isjftill another Scene to be, 
opened, whicl^ wilj prefent us with a larger 
Prf)ipe(!^,, ap^ flie^w us far greater Miferiesin 
RelerM5 for t|jie Wicked. Hitherto we haw 
cpn^iqtfi \\\s Cafe with lefpeft only to this 
^V^Qri^ apAthe^'patural Efieds of his Vice; 
hut aik him, . and he will tell you that this is 
l^u^ ^n ipppprfeCt Defcription of his Cop4i- 
tion i th^t h& Jus pther Fears about him, 
^d jfytph Forebodings of future Mifery as 
arc fufficient to poiibn all the Pleafures of 
Life, w^rc they free from all other Cor- 
ruption. 'He fees that in this Life all Things 
come to aji End, that the Wicked and the 
Righteous equally go down to the Grave ; 
but what new Diftindions may arife here- 
after, anfwerable to the natural Hopes and 
Fears of the Mind, he hates to remember, 
and yet iwi& it not m his Power to forget, 
Thefe' Thoughts are his perpetual Plague : 
No fooner is a Paffioafatisfied, and thePlea- 
fure over, but.it appears again in a ghaftfy 
Focm^ian^ipeaks tohioj in the Language of 
JJraehiKmgy KnoWi that for all tbeje Things 
Qfid wU cgilthee int^ Judgment. 

Say,i ho>yever, and it is all ;thaj the 
Wielded !bave to faj^, that fuch Imaginations 
piay be delufive, and ilich Fears may he 

Q^ 3 ^^^" • 
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viin t Bot jret, weak as ydu fuppofe thefe ^ 
fears to be, we miiftbe much ^ weaker than 
we are, before we can gfet rid of them ; thar 
is, we mUft lofe our Reafon and Under-* 
ftanding, before. we*cari ffcrgfet that there is 
a God who will judgie the World' ih Righ- 
teoufnefs. Thcfeare natural^Tbotights, the 
plain Refiilt of that Reafon Whicih*ig born 
with U8; and, be they trucbrbethey falfe^ 
they have a real EfFeft upon our fvrelerit 
Happinefs : And if they are- true, as I traft 
we fhall all one Da)r be convinced^tbat they 
are, they will add Eternity to the Mifery of 
the Wicked. 

We meet fomctimes with fuch loudened 
Sinners as are Proof for many. Years againft 
all Confiderations of this Sort;, but tbcic 
JIardnefs is no Security to them agaioft the 
Mifery of thefe natural Reflcdtjons : Vice 
will ibon impair tbefr:Sirengtti, .andhrihg 
down the Pride of their Hearts v^tleafti 
Time will bring them within Sighl of the 
Grave 5 and when Weakneisanji. Infirmities 
lay hold on them, of -Death drgwd near to 
execute his Commiflion, they awafceas one 
pxxt of a Dream, antf their long-filcnced 
fears begin to fpgak With dpu'We* Terror. 
' -* - ^ ' And 
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And. what a Condition is a Man in, when 
there is nothing pad that he can refledt on 
without Self-condemnation, nothingto come 
that he ran contemplate without Horror and 
Piftraftion of Mind? Inquire of him in this 
Condition, what Profit there is in the Plea- 
furesof Vice? Afk him, whether the Fears 
ef Futurity are all idle Dreams ? And as you 
like his Aplwer, follow his Example. 

It is a vain Attempt to defcribe the Mifery 
£)f a Sinfiei*, who Ife expiring with all his 
Scnfes about him : The Imaginatioh'cannot 
furnifli Idfeas ftrong enough to paint out this 
Scene of Woe ^ and the Experience of it 
may we never know I 

Tliere is in all Men a natural Averfiqn to 
Death 5 the hieft are not free frooj it : But 
this is an Evil that ha&its Remedy. Thought 
and Refledion will furnifh us with many 
Arguments to balance againfl this Fear : A 
Truft in God, and a comfortable Expedation 
of an happy Futurity, wjiU enable us to petr 
form the laft A^ with Applaufe, and to give 
up ourfelves with Courage and with Joy into 
the Hands of our Redeemer. By thefe Sup- 
ports the righteous Man, after a Life o fkUd 
Comfort^ may find Comfort too in his DctJ^ 
0^4 13^ 
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an4 wait with Patience and TranquillTty for 
tha^t pM^pnaons which he trufts and believes 
S^y Bll^ip.t^ P^^'"P^tual JoyST ^ _^ , J' 
, C?(ul)d we bqt rightly balance mis Dijfffer 
rf ncc between the Wicked and the Righteous 
}n their lateftHourSj it would fufficiently de- 
termine which has made the happier Choice : 
But take the Whole together j conSfider th? 
wicked Man in his Life and* ip his t)e^t*hi 
how he Uves defpifcd by hia^felf, ^nd con- 
temned/by the World, without t^iinkin^,. of 
Cody. or: thinking of him with E>read,^ and at 
laftjexpbes under tb* otnioft Tt)fn^ept^ .and 
Agonies of Mindv, ln4 we fliaU jfecl,^eat 
*lR.drioA to'join in the Petition pf the !fpxt^ 
1:1^ the Stt the Death (^ the Rig^tmHS^ qfiJ kf 
•fn^'tdji^lE^idbelih bis.' a ; ..; .. . '; nr. . . ■> 
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. ,':> ' ' P s A I, Kf cxix. 165, 

Greitf Peace bofpeth^ leiucb kwtfy L^ . 

J ^^ J like Parages of ^eripUir^ an4 
^M / S* in applying tbero to thwnfclvei, 

*^^*^^ greatMiftaJcep; which, thpugh 
they . am. of a Tcry di^srent Kind, in tiheif 
Coa&qucRces air equally £ital aod periur 
cio(^Si On one Hand^ they think they cai^ 
f>e*fer lalScienfly isnlargpthe Procqife of the 
IVii^ty or'toild too ^ett Espedatloi^ upoqi 
^'^y^Mttne^s ofpeaoeteai-e giv^ tp 
theiia ; ' e«Gly laffering ithctn/ublves to be per»- 
•fuft^d, )*at under th« gene|-aJ Name of 
PealcB is, to l>e<»(npmliended whatever % 
Wdil^ viiU Goad: Aa^ ^(^u^e thf Feace 

^ which 
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which they moil affbd:, and wiiich dJoft 
itroDgiy poiTefles their Ii)aaginationsi ja.that 
which the World fuppofiJB to be placdd in 
Power and Affluence, ifi tn cafy^ J^ortuoc, 
and a healthy Body, they fondly conclude, 
that fife Pjrdmife of Pc*:cwiQf(M-$ thp P^omife 
of thcfe good Things, which they erfecdf as 
the genuine and neceffary EfFedts of Peace. 
Qn the other Hand, to ftrengthen andf&uf c 
their Title to thefe Things which they fo 
paflionately admiVe,' they confldcr the Con- 
dition to which the Prpnaife of Peace js 
annexed in quite a different View. Here all 
theik- Force is empkyed to^iiuiit amiteftrain, 
and to expound away the Rigour of this 
Article, and to (hew upon how eaiy Terms, 
tipon-hbw fmSiU a Po^Dion of Rig^teoufneft 
and Obedience, a Man 'may be hiinibered 
with tfhofe who love the Law. of God, and 
to wfidtii the Afluranqed of Peace are given. 
Drfdfer this Head they make very t^afqnable 
Allowances to thenifelves upon :^ccl0i|nt of 
the great Perfe(ftion <yf the La*, .which 
renders it extremely hard to pra<3iie:; ppon 
account of their own Weuknefs.'and. Joftr* 
mities, through which they can/Mfdly jfyoid 
often mifl:aking, and often offcDding agaipft 
the Law 3 and upon acc6ttntoflth$M$f cy 

of 
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©isto'u'FrsE ix: 235 

oF^jpcf^ which will incline him to overlook 
tfierrJ^orsVarid tg accept their general good 
Mcantn^^ and theif imperfeft P'erformance, 
for Righteoufnefs aod Holinefs. Aftei: thefe 
Dedud:i6ns are made in the Proportion that 
beft pleafes them, and' that beft fuits their 
own Con'dition, they can, without Difficulty, 
find thepifclves tp beVithiri'th'e Ariic/es of 
the Peace which the X^xt promifes; and 
then they are in eager pxpe(flation of being- 
put into the PofTeffion of thofe good Things, 
to which they think thpy h»v?fp well made 
out tjiejr Tifle/ 

But as Error naturally produces ^rrpr. and 

Falfehood, fo thefe Miftakes are ip their 

Kind exceeding fruitful, and dire^Jy lea4 

Men to Mifapprehenfions of God, thpm- 

felve§, gind Religion: For as long as Meij 

con^eiv^ the Peace and Profpprity of thp 

World, and the pnjpyments of it, to be 

pi^ceffary Attepd^nj^ i^P^" Virtue and Ho- 

Imefe^diey will be '^pt to judge of their owi» 

Attainjp:xents in Religion, and of jhe Favour 

of God ^ijpwgrdajf^^cjp, according to the 

Mc^fure., ()C>tj?.e.g9ft4 Jbjng which they 

enjoy in this Life : Which ' can ierye.only to 

fitt rich Men and profperous Men with 

fpiritual Pride and Prefumption, whilft they 

pfteeii) 
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VirtuQ;. ^nd popr Mpn, ?^rM^ wife'^hlpiJV^ft^ 
Wi|b d?fpondin§ Fears ^i^d l^opr^ir Of iVJwA^ 
whilft thev look uqqa tbejr Mif^. ^<^ \^o 

of their ConilcrT^n^iiop, ^ V • ,,.,/. 

As to the ki,n4 AUpw^flcc^ Mfhi,<^;^fn 
make to tncir. owq Vice^aqii |nc^perfe<S^iqu5, 
y^hilft'tliey laliour tocroy^rplntotfie Nuniber 
of thofc who love the Law, I need noj f^j^ 
ef wl>?lt pernicious Confeoucncp they are : 
If IVtep are once perfVac^ea that Jittle fleli- 
gion'WiU ferve their'fiirn, a little ifiallfefve 
it: It is not -likely that thofe who'jake P^ns 
to convince thernfelves^ and others that s^ 
jGfnall pegrfee of Rijghteoufnefs is fuffif:iei>t 
for aU the Ends of Religion, ijipuldbefo 
little of u-picce ^¥itH themfelves as to ta^e 
Pains to obtain naore th«n what they judge 
to be heccffary. So that thefe candid inter- 
jpretations of the Conditions of Religi6n feem 
to lead to as cancKd a Compliance with the 
Modes and Fafhions' of the World; and tl]je 
lame good Inclinations which tempt Men- 
to expouild away one Half of their Duty, 
will as cafily tempt ihttft to forget or nfcglea 
<the Other- - - '-**'■"' ^ 

: Tq 
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^6 livbid thtfe tncon vcniencies t&'cn it h 

ncceflary to conlfider, 

' : JFiffc'lTxe Nature of tiic Peace here 

^keii of in the Te^. 

Secondly, Who t*hey are that mw be 

isid to Jovt. the Law ^ God. And, 

Tliii;^iy, ^"0 illuftrate and confii^rn the 

Truth of this Propofition, (^reat Jp€if€eimx 

th^f which iove thy Law. . 

Virft^ then, it is neceflary to confider the 

rJfature of the Peace liere fooken of ia 

the Text* 

^t 1$ {kaln t)ie Pfalmlft makes this Ob- 

fervation upon the Experienge of his owa 

Circumftances and Condition, and the mzKj 
Trials he had of the Favour and ProtcSicM^ 
of God'; and yet to come at this Conclufioii 
he does not fet forth the great State anl 
Splendorof his Kingdom, or the Triurtiphs 
and (jlories of his Reign, or defcribc any 
'Circumftanccs of the outward and worldly 
Prosperity he enjoyed; which yet he oiight 
to have done, had he intended to ihfer that 
worldly Peace and Security, and an Ex- 
emptipn from the Pains and Evils of Life^ 
were t^e never failing Blef&ngs atnd Reward 
of Holinefs and Obedience. His Life per- 
^h^ps Qffered as ample Matter to build fuc^ 

an 
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235 DISCOURSE IX. 

an Obfcrvation on as any Man's whatever f 
He was, by the fpecial Appointment of 
Providence, drawn out of Obfcurity, ^nct 
raifed \o the Throne o£J/rael: His Life, 
often attempted by Men, was as often 
guarded by Heaven; and the Dangers to 
which he was expofed ferved but to con- 
tidce him how much he was the Care pf 
the Almighty. When Profperity',weakiened 
his Virtue, and at laft betrayxsd him' into the 
crying Sins of Murder and Adultery, he 
fufFered not only under the Laflies of a 
guilty Confcience, and the Torments of a 
wounded Spirit, but was humbled Hkewife 
under the afflidling Hand of Providence : 
His Glory was darkened, and his Affiidtions 
were many and fore. Upon his Repentance 
the Clouds again difperfed; and he grew 
happy, as he grew obedient. Thus it 
feemed good to God to deal with him: 
But fo far is the Pfalmift from confidering 
thefe Circumftances of outward Glory, and 
making a general Rule from his own Cale, 
that in the Text he regards only that Peace 
which he felt and enjoyed during cheCourfe 
of his AfHi(!iions and Perfecutions ; which 
Peace he found was the undivided Compa- 
nion, pf Faith and Obedience in all, e^en 

the 
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DISCOURSE ^X.: 239 

the moft aflliiltng Gircumftances. of Life. 
Do but mind what Steps he takes to come 
9t the Concluiion of the Text; he fots out 
>vith deferibing the evil Treatment he met 
with in the World j Princes^ fays , he, bave 
perftcuted me without a. Cauje:, In thfi next 
Place he declares what it was ^at fuftained 
bim tinker thcfe Perfecutions j JBut 'my Hearty 
fejSS be^ jiandetbin Aw ^thy Word :Jrer 
joke at tby Word^^.as^ one that find^tb great 
Spoil : I bate and abhor Lying ; hut thy Law 
^ I kve.: Seven "ifimei a Pay ^do I praife 
thee hecaufe of thy righteous Judgments. This 
Love of the Law of God, this Conftancy in 
the. t)if(;harge of his Duty, he found was a 
perpetual Sprang pf Joy and Comfort in his 
Nfind,^ ^ amidft all the Varieties ^nd unpro*- 
miiingCircumflances of Life : And this leads 
him to fing the Triumphs of Virtue and 
Religion in this exf Ited Strain ; preat Peace 
ba^e tbey which bve thy Law, and nothing 
Jball offend tbem^ . 

Frombence it i$ evident, that nothing was 
ssnQXi^ dift^Ot from the Pfalmift's Thoughts, 
tb^wi; to, proniile outward Peace pr temporal 
Pf ofperity to the Practice of Virtue j fincc 
h^: ({^9^9 of that Peace only, which the 
l^gl;lCea^a. enjoy in the Day of their 

Tr . .: Affliflion: 
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Alfiiilibli: Attd . ibr t!<i» 1l«ifon fceaddsi 
ifiJ nothiftg Jhall effeni'tbm', whidhwoulA'' 
have tten vtiy hnphjpiirly addesS, had-hb 
^oken of temporal mce bbfbi^, 'fe ivliteh 
Aerfc is ' nbihing apt W bHfend ^ny Man j 
iilft3 therePdrc ftbt to \st offfendeA at il » 
fiO peculiar Pferbg^threi or jttft ©iftinSteni 
oFtirc I'lgjittbvre Man's Tranxjaflfit^i 'Biit*to 
tftjby k Pfcacfc Vhicfc fets us *b<y*c ihe 
Ifio^Jret of Evil } • Whfch places- us trtit of iiie 
jReath 6f Fcwuiifc j Which infpiresHis vnth 
Cburtige ih th« Midft t)f Banger^ tehich 
' opetis tiur Eyes to lock through the gtedtineft 
ScMits of borrow to the bleffed Hope ^of 
f uituf eOlOry j whitfc tttabiilhc^ ow Heits iA 
a pJrtientChcpefaatiott <i>f God's Delivt*ftftce, 
fo that tiollhing cah terrify or AWbm^ us-} 
is that whidh-thc Wm'ld can nem- givfc, «n4 
which Cah "only proceied fibm the blel&d 
Spirit ofGod, whdfe^Piwfefce it is toteonfetth 
the Faithfbl'to \be End, and- fotatltm 
their Faith, that nothing eahitfftn^'tl^. 

This is <hat Peace df which 'tlfe^Wiltaift 
ipeitks, and <«»hi€h Is ^the pecdlhrr Lot^Mtti 
Inhisritant^ «f ^he ftij^cms^ «f , I^fn-i«ter 
l<Jv6th the^LftWcf XJoa. JOfdak teMft»">feU, 
and 'happy «s the -Man ^trho^ean^iMliin'lcy 
it :'Bd^it<¥e<iuiI«8'PfliAs vfind^ LabootvjMi 
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£)ISCOURSE IX. i^f 

k conftant Watchfulnefs cvfer burfelv^s, to 
prepare our Hearts to receive (o noble a 
Gueft : For, as long as we carry this Flefh 
and Blood about us, and have the AfFedions 
and Appetites of il to incite , us to Evil, 
the Solidtations of pleafuVe to move us to 
worldly Enjoyments, the Temptations of 
Honour and Intereft to fhalce our Integrity, 
fb long it muft be difficult to us to refign 
bur Wills to the Conduxft of the Law of 
God, and intirely to love what intifely 
thwarts the Bent and Inclination of our cor- 
rupted N^ature : For it is not enough - fo 
only to love the Law as to approve and 
admire it, and to purfue the Righteoufnefs 
of it with faint Defires and diftant Wiflies, . 
which is fuch a Love as every felf-con- 
demned Sinner has for it; but bur Love 
inuft beadtive iind fruitful in the Works t)f 
the Law,^ and fati^fied with nothing lefs than 
the Pofleflioh and Enjoyment of the Holi- 
nefs and Righteoufnefs v^hich the Law pre- 
fcribes. And this will more fully appear 
under the Second Headj "which was, 
' To confider who they arei who may be 
faid to love the Law ofQoS. ' * 
' In this Pfalm We often find holy David 
declaring How much h^ loved the Law of 
: VoLvIV. R God: 
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342 DISCOURSE iX. 

God : In thy LaWy fays he, is my Delight : 
I have chofen thy Precefts : My Soul hath kept 
thy TeJiimomeSy and I love them exceedmgly : 
I love thy Commandments above Gddyyea^ above 
fine Gold: Itrufi in thyWord: I have hoped 
in thy "Judgments : And many other like Ex- 
preffions full of Regard and Aflfe<3ion to the 
Laws of God occur frequently. David then 
loved the Law of God: May we therefore 
from his Charadtcr fafely draw the Pidure 
of a Man who loves the Law of God ? By 
no Means; for though at the Time of 
penning this Pfalm his Heart was right with 
God, yet at other Times he had highly pro- 
voked and grievcoully offended him : David 
was a different Man at different Times ; and 
when he was a Lover of the Law ^ of God, 
he heartily condemned and lanoeptod what, 
he was before, and bleffed God for viftting 
him with fuch AfBi^Uons as ferved to awaken 
his Confcience, and make him ^e and for- 
fake the Errors of his Ways. Thus, in this 
very Pfalm, he confeffes,. Be/pre I was af^ 
fiiSied I went ajiray ; and immediately after, 
Jb is good for me thatJ^/ave been affi^ed^ 
that 1 might learn thy St^autes : And foon 
after he acknowledges the Mercy aad Good- 
cef^ofGod to him m alBidinghim, Iknow^ 

. . Ob Lord, 
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t) Lord^ that thy 'Judgments are right y and 
ihat thou in Faithfulnefs ha/i affiiBed nie. 
What therefore David in himfelf condemned 
when he loved the Law of God^ cannot ht 
thought to be confiftent with the Charadei: 
tof one who loves the Law of Gad. It is a 
vain and imaginary Comfort therefore which 
Sinners raife to themfeives, out of the v^orft 
Part of the Character of Davidy and other 
holy Men y endeavouring, by their Exam{)le, 
partly to defend, and partly toexcufe their 
SinSi There is a Comfort, indeed, which 
Sinners may draw from hence: Thefe Ex- 
amples are a great Encouragement to Re- 

. pentance and the Fopfaking of Sin i fince 
here they may fee how readily God em- 
braced the returning Prodigal; From hence 
they may hope, that though their Sins be 
red as Scarlet, yet fhall they bewaflied 
white as Snow ; though they, like Davidy 

,are grievous Sinners, yet, like him, may 
they become Lovers and beloved of God, 
if, like him, they repent and condemn thdir 

-Iniquities* This is the Inftrudlion which 
the Scripture holds forth to us in thefe Ex- 
amples : But as long as Men make ufe of 
them to fopth and flatter their Confcichces 
'in the quiet Enjoyment of Sin, fo long do^ 
' R 2 they 
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244 DISCOURSE IX. 

theyabufe the Goodnefs and Mercy of God 
in fetting forth to us thefe Inftances of his 
Patience and Long- fufFering towards Sinners. 
But though the Example of David in all 
Parts of it is no fafe Dlredion to us, yet his 
infpired Writings are ; and we need go no 
farther than this Pfalm for the righteous 
Man's Charader : In the very Beginning of 
it he defcribes him to be a Man undefiled in 
' the Wayy who walks in the Law cf the Lord 9 
who keeps his Tejiimonies^ and Jeeks him with 
the whole Hearty who does no Iniquity. In 
- Ipeaking of himfelf, the firft good Thilighe 
found to fay was his Repentance : This was 
his firft Step towards becoming a Lover of 
God:- I thought y fays he, on my Ways^ and 
turned my Feet unto thy Teftimonies : I made 
' Hafie^ and delayed not to keep thy Command- 
ments. His next Step was to forfake his 
wicked Companions, and to aflbciate with 
fuch as feared the Lord \1 am a Companion 
of all them that fear thee^ and of them that 
keep thy Precepts. The Refolutions he had 
formed of pcrfevering in Holinefs he thus 
-expreffes : T^hy Tejlimonies have 1 taken as an 
' Heritage Jor ever: I have inclined mine Heart 
io perform thy Statutes always to the End. In 
the Verfes before the Text, and where he is 

' dcfcribing 
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DISCOURSE IX. 245 

defcribing that Senfe of Religion which was 
the Source of all the Peace and Joy which 
he found amidft his bittereft Perfecutions 
and Afflidtions, and which afterwards, in 
the Words of the Text, he comprehends 
under the general Term of loving the Law, 
he thus fpeaks : My Heart ftandeth in Awe 
of thy Word: I rejoice at thy IVord : I hate 
and abhor Lying : Seven Times a Day do J 
praife thee. 

You fee then what firm Refolutions of 
Obedience, how conftant a Pcrfeverance in 
Holinefs, how regular and frequent Ads of 
Devotion, how irreconcileable an Hatred to 
Sin and Wickednefs, muft meet together to 
complete the Charadter of the Man who 
loves the Law of God. To hate and abhor 
Sin, to love and delight in the Law of God, 
are Exprcflions which imply no fmall De- 
gree of Perfedion: They fuppofe the maia 
Difficulties of Religion to be conquered, 
the Struggle with Sin to be over, thePaflions 
and AfFedions to be fubdued to Holinefs 
and Obedience, and a Man's Heart to be in 
the Interefl of Virtue, and to lead the Way 
to all the Good he does. There are fomc 
who, upon different Views, fuch as are fug-- 
gefled merely by Fear, or by InterefV, ot 
R 3 prefcnt 
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246 DISCOUR&E IX. 

prefent Convenicncy, keep out of Sin, an^ 
make a tolerable Shew in the Performance 
of the Duties of Religion : But, alas, theic 
Work is Labour and Sorrow : They have 
no Pleafure or Relifli in what they are 
Vbout i and fo far from tafling the Peace 
which the Pfalmift: fpeaks of, that Religion 
is their Toil and Slavery, the Work of a 
Mafter whom they cannot love, and who^^ 
they dare not anger, and whom therefore 
they ferve unwillingly, without Gheerfulnefs 
or Delight. Thefe are they who are fond 
of every Pretence which may help to e^fe 
them of any Part of their Duty; whofe 
Hearts are perpetually pleading the Caufe 
of Sin, and inventing and maintaining aH 
the Excufes which may in any wife ferve 
to CQver and protect it : Whereas they who 
'delight in the Law of God, whofe Hearts 
are feafpned with an honeft undefigning 
Virtue, vyant not to be excufed from the 
Work they take Pleafure in. They who 
Jiate and abhor Sin want not to have the 
Approaches to it madeeafy, or cleared ftpm 
pangprs, fince they have no Appetite to em-» 
brace the Monfter, which is their Averfian. 
Hen^e it is that St. jobuj in oa^ of M§r 
ppiftles^ has ^iyen ^l^is Mark to know 
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DISCOURSE IX. 247 

whether we love God or no ; His Command* 
ments are not grievous. If we like the Work, 
and take Pleafure in Obedience^ it is the beft 
Evidence that we love the Maftcr 5 but it is 
not to be thought that we Icfve him, as lopg 
as we hate and repine at his Service. And 
this Connection between the Love of the 
Law and the Love of God was evidently in 
the Pfalmift's View ; fince he affirms of one 
what, properly fpeaking, belongs to the. 
other: For the Peace and Joy which good 
Men feel arife from the Love of God, from 
a fure Truft and Confidence in his Favour, 
from an unfhaken Hope of inheriting his 
Promifes, if they faint not when they are . 
tried : It is this only which can make them 
triumph in the Evil which Virtue expofes • 
them to, which can give them Peace amidft 
all the Tumults of the World, and preferve 
the Harmony of their Souls when all Things 
are out of Courfe, and maintain the Tran- 
quillity of their Minds even whilft Nature is 
diiTolving in them. 

It is not to be imagined that when the 
Pfalmift penned the Text his Thoughts were 
no higher exalted than to a Stoical Rapture 
in Praife of Virtue;, or that he fetched his 
Q&S^^f\ |rom fuch uncertain^ fuch difputed 
R 4 Principles ; 
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248 I>rSCOURSE IX. 

Principles: Noj- his Mind was fixed on ' 
God, from whom Cometh our Salvation, and • 
in whom alone the Faithful have Peace and 
Reft for evermore. This is the Foundation 
he builds on, as will appear. 

Thirdly, Where we are to.illuftrate and 
confirm the Truth of this Propofition, Great 
J^eace have they which loiJe thy Law. 

How little Peace and Satisfaftion of Mind 
the Enjoyments of the World aflford, every 
Man in his ovt^n Condition knows, what 
Pleafures or Comforts foever he may imagine 
there are in the Conditions'of Life which 
are above him, and which he has never 
experienced : So that, allowing Men to 
judge as far as their Knowledge extends, 
(which is but a reafonable Confinement) 
there, is but one Opinion concerning the 
Pleafures of the World which Men of all - 
Ranks and Degrees confent in : That there' 
is no lafting Peace to be had from them, 
no Security in them againft Sorrow and' 
Vexation, no Comfort under prefent Evils/ 
nor any Affurance againft future. But were 
there that Enjoyment in all Conditions,, 
which moft Men think there is in fomfe, 
yet ftill it would be very imperfect, ^d 
jiablc'to frequent Interruptions, ufllefs ftp*^ 
^ ^ . port?^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DiSCODRSE IX. 249: 

ported by Hopes of Religion : For as long 
as Men continue to be of the fame Nature 
which they now are, fo long their Minds 
^Vill be ever looking forward beyond ths 
Limits of this World, .and* foreboding to 
them the Good or Evil that attends fhem 
hereafter, when they Ihall be ftripped of all 
their prefent Supports and Poffeffions. The 
Pleafures of this Life cannot fuftain the Spirit 
of a Man againft thefe Apprehenfions, but 
muft loie their own Heat by Degrees, from- 
the continual Damps which will arife from 
fuch Refledions, 

So that let the World be as valuable as 
it will, we difpiite it not with you; yet 
fbmething elfe is wanting to give Peace to 
the Mind, fomething that can calm the 
Fears and raife the Hopes for Futurity ; and 
this nothing but Religion can do, which 
entitles us to his Protection, before whom 
Things paft, prefent, and to come bow 
down and obey* If we have the Aflurance 
of his Love and Favour to us, nothing can 
difturb us ; we ftand upoa a Rock againft 
which the Winds: and Waves may fpend 
their Fury, but rfhaU fpend it in viin; for it 
is iawnovcable. This Aflurance of God s 
Jayo^r i?,htttQoe,»n.d.tfee fam?„Thiysg with. 
K. ' what 
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what we call ^ good Confcience : For what 
Force is there in a good Confcience to give 
y$ Peace, but only this, That it is our Tefti- 
mony, that we have faithfully and diligently 
ferved our God^i which is the Ground of 
Qur Hope and Confidence in him ? And 
when w^ are thus arnied, and can without ' 
Rcferve profcfs, / bcn)e laved thy LaWj O God^ ^ 
and my Iklight hath been therein y we ihall be 
fiip^rior to all the Evils of Life. The very 
Circumftances which give Terror to the 
Vof Idly Man, and fill his Breaft with Horror, 
will giveEafe and Comfort to us. When he 
thinks of the Shortnefe of his Life,, and the 
fpecdy Account he muft give to God, his 
Blood retires to his Heart,* and hardly there 
maintains its Vo&i But when the good 
Man's Thoughts are fo fixed, his Heart 
^rings with Joy,, and all his Hopes begin 
to bloom : The Prolpedt of that blefied P^ 
fo fills his Mind, and engages all his 
Thought, that he is lofi in Heaiuse. and. 
Delight, and forgets ali the Pains aod Ca-r 
lamities of Life : Not the Tyrant's Frawn,. 
nor the Executioner who waits for Blood, 
can rab him of his P«u:e;: He looks, on 
thei»as*^fe^ftgeF^ ffent by.Providcttice ta 
deliver hifii i^om hi? P4a, «ind to cairry him 

to 
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to the Haven of his Reft, where his Soul 
longs to be. This, this only was the Art 
by which Saints and Martyrs overcame the 
World, and looked upon Racks and 
Gibbets^ and every Form of Death, but as ♦ 
fo many Doors opening into the Kingdom 
of Reft and Glory. By the fame Art ftill 
do good Men triumph under all the Triali 
of Fortune: By this they prcfervc their 
Peace in their lateft Hours, and refign with 
Toy their Spirits into his Hand who gave 
them. 

This is a Trial which Mortals muft un- 
dergo : The Time will come, and is now 
at Hand, when we muft p^rt with all that 
our Eyes delight to fee, and when we mu(^ 
go to render an Account to our great Judge ; 
Ih that Day where ftiall we look for Com- 
fort, and whom ftiail we call to our Affift- 
^nce ? Your parting Friends will have no- 
thing but Tears and Sighs to lend you. 
Then happy is the Man whofe Truft hath 
been in God; who can with Patience, full 
of Hope, wait the Coming of his Lord, and 
obferve with Conafort the Degrees by which 
he haftens to his End. It is worth your 
\vhile to lay the Foundation of this Peace 
^times^i that you may be able to look that 

Pay 
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Day in the Face, at which, even at a 
Diftance, the ftouteft Heart may tremble : 
For it is not Courage, but Folly, not to 
think of Death with fome Concern, lince 
fo much depends from that Moment. 

And were we fure of nothing elfe, in 
confequencc of our Faith and Obedience, 
but to flip quietly out of the World, with- 
out fuflFering the Agonies which guilty 
Sinners feel, and which none can defcribe ; 
yet ftill our Labour would not be quite in 
vain : But, fince this Peace is but the Fore-: 
runner of eternal Peace,- . the Earned of 
future, Glory and Immortality, it is worth 
all our Pains to deny ourfelves in this World, 
to take up our Crofs^ and follow Chrift, to 
labour to do the whole Will of God, that 
we may inherit that Peace which belongs 
to thofe, and thofe only, who bve the LaiQ 
of God. 
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, Psalm cxix. 63. . 

I an^ ^'Companion of all them ihatfearihee% 
f arid of tiem that keep thy PrecepU. 

|^>(SS^gf?r*\ H E R E is nathipjg mord ufeful 

^w^^w^ or neceflary in the Porfuit of 

*5> . <±^* Virtue and Holinefs, ^nd in- 

^qWjk^ deed in the wh6le Cdndu^ of 

our Lives, than to obferve tlie 

'Rules and Methods by which Men of ap- 

^ proved Kighteoufnefs, who are fet forth to 

us as Patterns and Examples in holy Scrip- 

• ture; did attain to that Perfe^ion, v(^hich 

matie'therh thefhining Ligl^s'of the W^rld, 

and the ^declared Favourites of Gdd; If 

thferdxDrt we look into fuch Examples, and 

Vrotti' thence draw Rules foi-aur own' 'Ofe, 

-we^-fliaM'be fare of two very great '*M- 

- '*» vantages; 



Digitized 



by Google 



S54- pi^C^URSfi 3f. 

vantages 5 namely, that the Rules we prd- 
fcribc durfelves will be both proper and 
pra<3:icable; pradtkable, becaufe drawn from 
^e Praftiea of Men like ourfelvess and 
proper, becaufe we aim at no other End 
than that which good Men before us have 
attained to by the Ufc of thefe very Means, 
and, confequently, for the attaining of which 
thefe Rules have already by Experience been 
found to be proper. 

This Divifionofthe iipthPfalm, from 
which the Text is taken, fets before us the 
feveral Steps by which David recovered * 
himfelf from the Sin in which he had beca 
involved : In the firft Verfc he declares his 
Choke, Thou art my Portion^ O Lordly and 
his Refplution to purfue that Choiccj I have 
faid thai I <wouId keep thy Word: This he 
knew by fad Experience that he was not 
able to doy without the Affiftance and Sup* 
port of God; and therefore the next Step 
was to apply for his Affiftance, / intreated 
thy Favour with my whole Heart. Having 
< thus prepared himfelf, he fet diligently to 
examine his Heart, and toformRefblutionSi 
iind immediately to put thofe Reiblutions 
into t^raSice, / thought on my Ways : I turned 
my Ff^t unto thy fejljmonies : 1 made Hafi^,^ 

mi 
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and delayed not to keep thy Commandments. 
This was a gcx)d Beginning, and tbefe very 
prottiifing Refolutions j but to feeure them 
there. was need ()f Patience and Courage, 
and Faith towards God. The Way that 
le^ds to Life is narrow, and befet with 
Dangers j and we begin in vain, unlcfs wc 
are prepared to endure Hardfliip like good 
Soldiers of Chrift. The r>ext Thing there- 
fore he mentions, and which we are to leara 
from him, is Stedfaftncfs when wc ate tried : 
21&f Bands of the Wicked^ (ays he, have rtMei 
me \ but I have mt forgotten thy , Law. He 
then refolves on a cohftant and uoiriterruptcd 
Devotion towards God : j^t Midnight [mil 
rife to give 7hanks u^ito thee^ becaufe of thy 
right£oui judgments. After this fblldw the 
Words of the Text, I am a Companion of 
ail them that fear tbee^ and of them that keep 
thy Preeepts. 

At firft Sight this feenis to be but a little 
Thing to n^eotion, after fo many great At- 
tainments fpdken of before ; Alter he had 
remembered his holy Rdfoltttions, h^ im- 
mediate and miinterrupted Purfoit of thtm^ 
bis Conftancy and Steadinefe untJer Affiic-^ 
tion, his perpetual Devotions, what ffitouid 
lead him to fall .fo low as to add, that 
4 . he 
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he was eyeful to keep good Compart^? 
What dfc could lead him to it but his own 
. Experic^nce, which had taught him that this 
Care was the great Pr^rvativie of all his 
Othef Attainments, without which they 
would foon wafte away/ and leave him 
once more an eafy Prey to the foft Allure- 
ments of Vice ? He knew and had felt how 
great the Contagion of ill Company was; 
and therefore with Reafon adds, in the laft 
Place, th^t which was his greateft Care, the 
avoiding the. Society of wicked and volup^ 
tuous Men ; a Snare in which he had once 
already almoft perifhed, and in which he 
had been entirely loft, had not God fent hi.s 
afflifting Angel to terrify and awaken his 
Confcience, which was ftupefied With fcnfual 
Pleafures, and fleeping the Sleep of Death. 
So fenfible was the holy Pfalmift ofthiS 
Danger, that he not only refolved for him- 
felfta avoid it, but made it his early Care 
to forewarn his Son of it : And fuch Im* 
prefRons did the repeated Admonitions of 
his FathQf make upon the Mind oi Solomon^ 
fhat in the Book of Proverbs y when he 
comes to mention this neceflary Advice of 
fhunning the Company of wicked and evil 
Men, he no longer fpeaks Jn his. owu 

P^fon, 
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Perlbn, but being full of the Image of his 
..Father when he delivered the Inftrudion, 
introduces him giving the Advice to him, his 
Son: Hebr^ye Children^ fays he, tbelnflruc^ 
tion of a Father^ and attend to know Under-- 
Jtanding : for I was my Father's Son, tender 
and only-heloved "in the Sight of my Mother. 
He taught me alfo^ and /aid unto trie^ Let thine 
Heart retain my Words \ keep my Command- 
ments^ and live. And foon after follows, 
among his Father's Precepts, this : Enter not 
into the Path of the Wicked^ and go not in the 
Way of evil Men : Avoid ity pafs not by it^ 
turn from ity andpqfs ^way. 

But what Need is there, you will fey, to 
look far for this Advice, fince it is of all 
others the moft obvious, and an Inftrudtiom 
which all Parents give to their Children as 
well as Dfivid? It is true, they do ; and for 
that Reafon it is commonly looked on as 
Advice fit only for Children : And young 
People hardly think themfelves Men till 
they have broke loofe from all Reftraintg 
of this Kind, and fliewn the World th^t 
they are at Liberty to choofe the worft.of 
Con^ny for themfelves, without being . 
icalled to an Account for it. And this weaH 
Ambition of (hewing themfelves to tye Mefi, 
Voj,. IV. 3 mi 
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and at their own Difpofal, every Day be- 
trays Youth into fuch Hands as lie in wait 
either for their Souls 6r their fiftates ; as if 
the only Way they had to convince the 
World that they are m their own Power, 
were to do that for dicmlelves wiiich every 
body knows no Friend would do for them. 

But to rertiove this Prejudice againft the 

Advice implied in the Text, I dcfire you 

Would confider, that though David gave 

Xthis Inftrudion betimes to his Son, yet he 

himfelf, in his more advanced Years, and 

under his greateft Improvements in Virtue 

and Holinefs, thought fit to lay it down for 

himfelf as a Rule to be obfervcd in the 

Condu^ of his Life; as a g^eat Security io 

his Virtue, aftd Defence of his Innocence 

and Intfcgriiy: Depart from me ^ ivph^^ye 

0vil Doers ; for I mil keep the Commandments 

of my God, vcr. 1 1 §• He hardly thought ric 

prafticable to aiTociate with evil Doers, and 

yet to keep tl>eCommandn>eHtsofGods 9s 

is plain from the Reafon he gives, why he 

wouVi have the Evil depart from him ; Far, 

&ys he, / win keep the Commandments ^ my 

Gxidt Which vvould be no Rea&a, were 

there not a moral InipodSibility of keeping tbe 

Commandments of God^ without depft^g 

iiron^ 
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{r6m evil Dotrs;; As long ^s Men are in d 
State of Tibial) ^hat is^ as long as they artf 
in this Lifci they cannot arrive at fdch a 
Pitch of Perfeftioh as rhay make it QStfot 
thein td e^pofe themfelve^ unneceflaril]^ td 
the Temptations of Vice, afld to, the .grcateft 
oif tlii^ Temptations^ the conftant Infinuatlopc 
of wicked Men. The Reafonablenefs of the 
f falmift*« Praaice defcribdd in the Text^ 
and of the Rule therein implied^ muft be 
deduced from the Confideraiioo Of the great 
Danger of the contrary Prafticjc,' in Jcefcping 
illCcmipany^ and from the great Advantagel 
of contraaing Fricndftiips with the Good, 
^t, before I enter icito this Argumectt^ 
I nauft obfcrve to you, that none are con^ 
cerned in it but fuch as hatve a Senfe of 
Religion, add a due Regard to Virtue ^ £(xc 
thefe ai:e the two Things in Danger frcH^^ 
ill Copipany : And it is certain, that /uch 
as have no R^ard either to Virtue or R?^ 
ligion afe not within, the JRteach of ^y ^Ap 
gjumcnts drawn ffrqffi; the Dangers J^hlp/i 
threaten them. Upon .thjis Tppie tbcrpfpref 
J cgn only ipegk to fuch as have ?^ ^vye ^f 
. Gpd, and a Senfe of tfeeir 6aty x^pon f heir 
; Minds > ;and fach, J hppe it^^rill .not be bard 
to convince 9(tl>? gf?at.Daog^r,thareJs |n 
8 a conta(ft 
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contrafiing Friendflup and Familiarities 
with Men who have prpftituted thdr 
Minds and their Bodies to the Service of 
Sm. For, 

Firft, Let it be confidercd, that no Re- 
folutions which we can form to ourfelves 
of keeping clear from the Pollutions of the 
Company we keep can give us any Security 
of preferving our Innocence and Virtue: 
Such Refolutions are often carried into bad 
Company, but feldom or never come off 
whole; for, when the Foundation upon 
which fuch Refoluticms ftand is undermined, 
rfiey muft neceflarily fall to Ruin. You 
refolve againft Sin, becaufe you ha^e a Senfe 
of the Heinoufnefs of it, and the evil Con- 
fequences which attend it; but it is great 
Odds but this wears off by conftantly con- 
" verfing with foch as have learnt to make a 
Mock of Sin, and can talk of their own and 
other's Vices with a great deal of Humour 
' ^nd' Raillery. When once you come to 
relifli this Subjed, and to find Sport and 
Entertainment in that which ought to give 
you Horror and Averfidn, it is but an eafy 
Step to praiStife what you thus far approve; 
and when once you are giving Way, and 
inclining to yield t© die Solicitations of Vice, 

your 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DISCOURSE X. 261 

your evil Genius will foon furpifh you with 
many Excufes, and many Suggeftions to 
encourage you. It will be no hard Matter | 
for you to imagine that your Fears are the 
mere Prejudices of Education j and the Ex- 
ample of your Friends, who fin and fear 
not, will Arenghten the Imagination; and 
your Heart, your treacherous Heart will fay 
to you, Behold they fin, and no Evil hap- 
peneth unto them. Thus £;duced, and thus 
betrayed, you are left an eafy Prey to Sin 1 
your Rcfbliitbns fall before the prevailing 
Influences of Pleafure^ in the Arms of whi9h 
you fall afieep, perhaps never more to awake 
again to your Senfe and Reafon, dll the laft 
Trumpet calls you, with all your Sins, to 
ftand before the Judgment-Seat of God* 
Bat farther. 

Secondly^ Suppofe all thefe unhappy Cuv 
cumfiiances fliould hot meet to pu(h on and 
complete your Ruin ^ yet even theOpportu* 
nities and Advantages for Sin, which an ill 
Acquaintance affords, are of themfelves great 
Temptatio<iS4 Men are not always alike 
upon their Guard ; Their Virtue is not at 
all Times equally ftrong: And it is the 
Happjnefs of good Men^ who are unac^ 
quainted with the Ways of Wickedneis, that 
S3 in 
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in their weakeft State^ when th^y arc moft 
tried witl^ Temptations, they want the Skill 
and ICnowledge ' df. finnipg. This Guard 
you cc|tainiy lofe to your Virtiip and Innq? 
pencp by entering' the Societies pf wicke4 
Men i They mil alw^jrs be ready ft>feCom) ' 
jteur Tepiptatlons, and mafcc the Way, to 
jBjn eify and bradicablis: They will, ?sf||r 
^ in dieoj H(5B, prevent the previ^ti^g Grape 
jdf p6d, and rpb' ypu pf the Bcrlefift pf it r 
Thpy Vj/ill waccli ypur wicakeft Hours, that 
fjbcy may triupiphTO ypur Ealli:and have 
fhe malicjptfs pieafiirc of feeing yoi| l>cf:on)c. 
like ofie of them. - Wtt^l fubjjedt tp fi^^ciefl/ 
ahd violehtEffbhs.bf Paffipia> t wouW not: 
|rflnl;arc myfelfin a- Man'« „Goi>iif)any. who J' 
k!n.e^ wouM tlipr- a;Swdfd «• a-Piftol intp 
rny Hand in the Height of my ^ge, an(|L 
-j-ej^ice tp fee tKd l^ifchief apjd Extravagarice 
of my fury :' Hfif'tWs^ js (he ^dty Ghofcef^' 
Which ev^ey M^rtrfi^lces fo/JhS|ififelf, whci^ 
Jie piirts thfe Frierfdfti?^ig dfi* Acqiigifttattte 
pf wicked Men. Yofl arfc a Matt fabj€<£^ t6 
Papons and TeinptSllfoffsr ypu h»it ItitYir 
patiflh'i tp E^^jF, ' wWfcfi ^bi Arh ftot^ilveaysf 
fare 6f coiitroUm^^^ -|K^Bdri^:i* tfr*y attack 
yoii, 'your befF Rkp|e Ife to Re^n,' 4hd 
I'fifeught/ and Prayer: Why ffeeft will yo^ 
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put ypuffelf into fwh HandS) ^yhich you 
koow yjfill never fui^eJ^ you to enjoy thcfe 
Advantages ; which will leave you no Time 
to think, hut will drive you on to follow the 
prefect evil Paffion, till it raifes a Flanae 
that mil coniiime anddeftroy you ? 

Thirdly, It is on all Hands acknowledged 
that there arc naany Difficulties in the Prac- 
tice of Religion, even when we call in 
z\i the Afiiftance^ and take all the Ad«^ 
. A^antage$: that may be had .* And in th^ 
Nature of the Thing it is neceflary il ihou|d 
be fo J fiace we ar^ called here to a State 
of Trial, to, give Proof of our Virtue and 
Faith, fui4 ready Submiffion to the Will of 
God i p dping of which, if there were no 
Difficulty, there would be no Trial. Now 
whoever confiders this, and that upon the 
Confejuttice of this Trial our Hc^es, our 
Happinefs, Ourfelves depend, muft needs 
think it extreme Folly in any Man who 
£hall refufe any Help that may be had to^ 
wards piaking bis Work cafy to him ; pr 
who fhall voluntarily expofc Jiip^fclf to any 
Pifficulties that may render the IfTue of his 
Trial more doubtful and uncertain ; And this 
iDvery ^zn confefleidly does, who lays him- 
ielf qpeh to the Art, a^d Cunning, and 
3 4 degdly 
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deadly Itifuiuations of evil Men/whd ard 
induftrious in the bad Caufe they ferve; and 
tt^ the Wife King exprcfles It, They fleep not 
txivpt they have done Mtjthk/i and their Sleep 
is takeh uway unkfi they canje joihe to fall: 
fhey eat the Bnnd of ff^ickednefsj and drink 
the Wine cf'Violehth And if^ou partake in 
the Bread and the Wine, it wilt not be long 
bcforfe you take Share in the Wickednefs 
and Violence' that procure them : For that 
which you efteem perhaps t*he mbft innb- 
cent Employment of your Cbmpanions, theif 

• living ih Splendor, and in all the Delicaey 
bf Profufenefs, knd fpendihg their Time 
In luxurious Eafe and t*orgetfuinefs; leads 
naturally tb all other Excefles of Vice and 
Lewdnefs; for when the Fulheft of Meat 

" land Drink has driven out Thought and Care, 
in the Room of them there f]^rings up a blind 
.brutal Courage, which neither 'fears God, 
ftor regards Man, 

Even this fenfual Indulgence, diftinfbfrortl 
the mifchicvous Confequences that attend it, 
is that which will expofe us to the Wrath 
and Judgment of God J Riotous Perfons and 
Dfufiknrds are numbered with thofe who 

/hall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven: 
It is a Crime that is heightened by .a Kind 

of 
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bf Self-Murder, deftroying the Man which 
wa§ formed after the Image and Likenefs of 
God j<iivefting him 6fSenfe andReafon, and 
every Thing elfe that was to diftinguifli hirti 
from the Beafts of the Field, and leaving 
him even in a worfe Condition than they, a 
mere helplefs and ufelefs Carcafe* * What a 
Life does that Man lead who waftes Half 
his Time in thinking only how he may be 
without Thought the Reft of the Day! whofc 
{hoTt> Mornings are (pent in contriving the 
Excttfles of the Night, and his waking Hours 
employed in preparing himfelf for a new 
Lethargy and the Sleep of Intemperance I 

Should you therefore only propofe to fliare 
thefe Enjoyments with the Libertines; and 
to keep a ftridl Hand upon yourfelf as to all 
other Kinds and Degrees of Wickednefij ytt 
even this isdeftruftivc of theHopcs of Reli- 
gion. If ybu bring but a Tafte and Relifh 
with you for thefe Pleafures, Ufe and Cuftoto 
ftnd Example will^n make you a Profi- 
cient : And you will wonder perhaps, when 
it is too late, to find yourfelf Ipft in fuch 
Exceffes as you never once thought of look- 
ing into. Your cheerful Nights^ and the 
heavy Mornings which follow them, will 
. indiipofc you for Thought and Reflcdion ; 
3 and 
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and the Senfe of jReligipn, which Hvfiiiod 
is ncurifhcd only by the Exercife of Thought 
:and Reafon, will gradually det^:. The 
fCjorafo?tS:of an iniMdcent Mind, wHith ufed 
to )y%rnihy!pu;<$dul viii Delight; mid make 
it fpting-. fpifth wijdijoy into tbeContenirr 
platiqn8 pf . God and of Futurity, ^wili aJi 
for&ke and leave you i and in theRdom df 
them. will fuiicebd- nu%ivihg Foiirs and 
Poubte-ftdl of MiftrMft, evil Sqgg;cffions, 
and je^ou^ i^l^^rehehiions of God and of 
jourfelfj'tiU atlaftyoU are forced to fly 
/or,%fvigp tp .^tK*jb |^)pa|:«d A^lsiof Intem- 
perance, which ftt feflHy<M| only, fe»ft(^d as 
. tranfj^nt Divcrfjons. Aod when onc«f this 
comes .'tp ,be ttie.f3a^>.: th^^ you are afti^id of 
•youf^f fndyouJr flwp ^^hs^Oghts, ghd-iorced 
. tQ flyi^«>n>'t^e/Prjeif^f;^,pf your own Mjipd, 

.potljipg can'fav(qt3!^^W$ ^J'c n*®*"? thanor- 

idindfytGicace qf ppdi ^hich wh«|her you 

,^\'ill djpferve, DrnQ,;3[^.'jourfelf iJiaH judge, 

'^t. fbp Mereifs cJ*^ God are Without 

.Mejjlur/5,,«nd,. like.jl^c Spn, rifeupon th\e 

^viJ^tisf tie Good, ort'tbi Jujl and /be JJn- 

Jujl: Perhaps tlicn-l^ewill look down on 

you, and awa^n ynw once piore to fee yo»r 

Danger ^4 the Evil )?f your W«Df?' I"^*^ 

is the beft Thine wjbi^h ca« bc^ll yoa: 

■ • Put, 
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j3at, could you be. fure of thjSf there is nQ 
Encouragement la it to enter into the Sor 
jcietie; of wicked and profligate Men } for 
^laS) you little {tl^ink ^hat Mifery, even upon 
thi^ Suppofirion^ yoij ?ire preparing for your- 
^If : For, when you are immerfed in Sen- 
suality, the g?ntie and the I^ind Calls of the 
Spirit will npt aw^en you : i^ougher Me- 
Uiod§ arp grown ncceflary,, bpciufe you|f 
$enre of Feeling is too far gone to be aifc^ed 
with foft ones : Fire, and iharp Knives caf) 
ppjy reach the Feeling of a Man grown 
Jftupid IP a J^cthargy: pr an appplpSic Pit> 
^d therefore tl^y only ix^uft be applied. Ia 
f piritu^l Diftempers the fatne Met]^ is ufed 
by the Wifjiom pf pod : How was Davi^ 
called back to hii^felf ? By grievous Afflic-r 
tions, ^ heavy J^dgflacn^s j by .uncomiQOi^ 
Mis^tunes^ ^Hiqh pnljr cpuldraifehini to 
fee his wjpetchod 3tatf : And is it worth our 
while, for any Pleafures of Sin, to make i|; 
pjccefl^ry for Go^ Xp fend Mifery and Afr 
^idion to dwell with us ; to bring ourfelvea 
iiito:ibdeijperat;i& ^ Condition^ as to wantio 
deQ^erate a Remedy (! 

Arid yet the external Evils and, Af^i^ons^ 
,whidh by thefe MejMM we (hall call dowq 
upon ooifelvcs.. will be but me Bu:^ :atid ^ 

light 



Digitized by Google 



468 D IS COO USE X 

light Pitt of our* Mifery: For when we 
come with" Eyes open tfo; fee the Danger 
of oUr' Condition, to behold Hell gaping 
wide to receive us, and that there is nothing 
to keep. us from prefent Ruin.but the (lender 
Thread of, t-ife upon which We hang, what 
Feats, what Tormenf, nay, what Defpair 
will poflefs'ouf Minds? When we look 
back upon tne * Courfc wt have fun, anrcf 
fee with, tlnprejudiced Eyes the Wickednefs 
v/ch^v'e'toYhitiittcd i when we number the 
Nights ahd Days ipent in the Service of 
Sin, the Injunes done to M^n, and the In- 
dignicics lofFered to ' God Vv where (hall we 
bcgin^tcr recent, t)r with what Courk^e fliall 
We (fetdboiit'a'Work which ftems tod large 
to be comp'alled in thi IrtWeTifne wfe have 
left p\irFeli/es to work irr 7' And, when we 
do 'begin, how uhpldifafnt-'miJifl the Work 
be to us; f With what Coirfiifiori (hall we lift 
Up to tteaVeri our;ofieridihg'13arids and Eyes ? 
with What Trcmblingsfi6f Heart implore the 
Mercy we have lorig-^ddpifed, and petitk)n 
fordiat Grace Which often perhaps we have 
ridiculed and fet up to Sea Sport ibr Fools ? 
Believeme,* there is^gr^ait Difference in the 
religions Work of an kwocent, virtuous Man, 
4and of a .retQRmng Smidr:: And you cannot 

make 
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make a worfe Bargain for yourfelf than to 
fin upon the Profpeft of Repentance : No 
Pleafures can recomppnce you for the Change 
you make. To approach the Throne of God 
with filial Confidence and Joy, and to appear 
before it with the Fear of felf-condemned 
Criminals, arc very different States. , None 
but thofe who have felt the Sinner's Pains, 
the Remorfe and Anguifli of Mind which 
attend him in every Step, can truly judge 
of this Matter: And from fuch Experience 
God defend us all ! 

Upon the Whole then, fince the Danger 
of aflbciating with wicked Men is fb evi- 
dently great ; fince we hazard nothing le(s 
by it than Ourfelves, our immortal Souls, 
and all our Hopes of future Glory; aiid 
fince, though we (hould recover from their 
Snare, the Confequences as to this World 
abound with certain Pain and Mifery, and 
as to the next but with uncertain Hopes; 
let us with holy David fet ourfelves to (hun 
this Danger, and with himrefblve to be Com- 
f anions of them who fear the. Lord and kef p 
Ms Precepts* 

DISCOURSE 
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D I S C O U R S E XL 

PART I. 



2 Co R I N T H I ANS iv, l8. 

For the Things which are feen ere t^mporaU 
but the Things which are not Jeen aft 
eternal. 

'HE Motives to Obedience in 
all Religions are thus far the 
famd. That they depend upon 
'"^^w *^^ Belief of another invisible 
'^^^^ World, and the different State 
-^nd^Goridttion of goad and ba4 Men in k : 
^For Aoagh it has been maintained, with 
vforae '^ow of Reafon, thatVirtae i$;tsown 
^ftiwaAi, and that Mill's chief Happineft 
woiild^ confift in the Pradice of if, chough 

there 
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there were naotfccr Rewards annexed to it, 
yet this, fuppofing it to be true, is by much 
too narrow a Foundation to build Religion 
on ; for this could influence only Men of 
abftraded Thought and Reafon, who are in 
Comparifon a very inconfiderable Part of 
Mankind. The Generality of the World 
Hve by Senfe, and take their Meafures of 
Happinefs not from the remote Conclufioq^^ 
of Reafon, but from their prefent Feeling, 
from the Impreffions which are made on 
them by the- Things which they deal and 
converfe with every Day ; and the Rewards 
and Punifltments of Religion are calculated 
to this Senfe and Feeling, excepting pr>ly 
that they are diftant, and not capable of 
being made the prefent Objedls of Senfe: 
For the Punifliments denounced in the 
Gpfpel againft the Unr ighteoufnefe of Men, 
gre fuch as Jsfature recpils at ; fuch as, ac' 
cording to the Senfe the World has. of Mi- 
fery and PaiOj are infqpportable Evils j and 
the only Reafon why they operate fo weakly 
upon the Minds and Aflfedions of Men is 
this, "Tbat tbey are notfeen: The fanae ip^y 
l>e faid of the Rewards of the Qofpel: They, 
contaih the very Happinefs that Natijrctliirfts 
gftej:, which 15 Life, and Plejvfure for evQr- 

more; 
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fiaqre : But neither can our Eyes fee thefe 
Rewards ; And therefore they h\V fliort of 
taifing Men to that Degree of Virtue and 
ilolinefs which in Reafon they ought to do. 

The Advantage which the Things of this 
World have in this Refpedi is not to be dif^ 
fembled : They play and ipoft before the 
Benfes : The Man of Thought and Reflec- 
tion cannot but fee them 5 and the Man of no 
Thought fees nothing elfe. This Advantage 
the Apoftle feems to acknoWJedge, by ftyling 
the Things of this World the Things which 
arefeeriy and the Rewards of the Gofpel the 
Things which dre not feeri. In this lies all 
the Force and Strength of wordly iTeijipta- 
tions and Pleafures ; for^ were the Eqjoy-^ 
thents of this World and the hext equally 
remote, there could be no Competition be- 
tween them* This moft Men would- find 
to be true, would they but obfe^ve a little 
what paffes in themfelvcs and others. There 
are few but would be well content that that 
Part of their Life which is paft and gone 
had been fpent in Virtue and Sobriety : They 
find no Comfort in recollefling the lewd 
Frolicks and extravagant Vices of their 
Youth J yet ftill they cannot refift the pre- 
fent Temptations of Pleafure, but go on 

Vol. IV. T adding 
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udding to the Accotint of their Fblly tttiS 
Sin, And is not this a Decrfidn of the 
Queftion ? Does not ReaTcin deterittihe 
againft the World and thb Enjoyments C# 
it ? And is it not mere Senfe that turns the 
. Scale of the World's Side ? If k be true 
now, that you do wifely irt pi^efewfng the 
Pleafures of Life to" the Hopes ami Expec- 
tations of Futurity, it will theti be true-'fifty 
Years hence, that you did wifely in chdflh^ 
this World,, and renouncing the Pretences t6^ 
Heaven ; for Truth is always the fame*: Arid 
yet if yoii'live to fee that Tinte, it is gritat 
Odds but that you judge otherwife; zni 
condemn yourfeif of Folly and- Indifclrction 
for all your pafl: Vic6s and fitiful Pieafares. 
This is a Judgment which we fee Meii malcc? 
every Day : They purfue the Things that 
&te prefent -, but no fboher are they gone,' 
but they condemn themfelves, wiKhitlg-^^ 
could recall the Time, that they ttii^i 
^pply it to better Purpofes; And Whence 
iirifes this Difference, but'from hence ; thit lA 
cne Cate Realon is exrfudfed by *Senfe ahd 
the 'prevailing Power of prefent' Ofc^efti, hvtt 
in the other C^fe is frce Aftd unreft%aine<5i 
and judges fttotn the' TrWh and Nature cf 
Things ? Throw out Senffe' and Appttkcy 

and 
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find let the Caufe be heard at the Bar of 
Rcaibn ; and the Queftipn then, between the 
Ihings whkh are feeriy and the Things %\>bich 
are not fien^ will be reduced to thefe twp 
Points : 

Firft, Whether we can have fuch fufH- 
cient Evidence for theExiftence oftheThings 
not feen, as may make them capable o/bcing 
brought into Competition with the Things 
which are feen, the Exiftence of which, in 
ihis Queftion, is out of Doubt ? 

Secondly, Whether the Value oUhe Things 
that are not feen be fo great, that we ought 
in Prudence to forego the Enjoyment of /A^ 
Things which areprefent with us ? 

There are feveral Ways by which we 
fatisfy oUrfelves of tlie Exiftence of Things 
without us : The Chief of thefe is Senfe, 
This Evidence extends to this World and 
the Things of it : And though forae have 
taken great Pains to doubt of the Exiftence 
of Things which they faw and felt, yet it 
may weU be queftioned, whether ever any 
Man did indeed. arrive to' that Perfeftion of 
Scepticifm ? This Evidence may be ftyled 
the ftrongeft in one Refpedt, as it moft 
dniverfally aflfeds Mankind^ who rriuch 
more reidttjr receive the Reports of Senfe, 
T i thAn 



Digitized 



by Google 



276 DISCOURSE XI. 

than the Conclufions of Reafon. Not but 
that the Evidence of Reafon in fome Cafes 
is altogether as ftrong and conclufive for the 
Exiftence of Things not feen, as Senfe is for 
the Things which are feen. This is ma- 
nifeft in the Proof of a firft Caufe ; where, 
from the vifible Works of the Creation, the 
Being of an eternal Caufe is proved to a De- 
monftration, from fuch Principles as Senfe 
and Reafon cannot relift. Solikewife, from 
the Teflimony and Credit of others, we ar- 
rive to a Certainty of the Exiftence of fome 
Things which they have feen, but we have 
not ', which Evidence is properly the Evi- 
dence of Faith, and may be fo circum- 
flantiated as to admit no Doubt or Scruple. 
Upon this Evidence Men aijt in their deareft 
Concerns in this World; and are as well 
fatisiied of the Exiftence of fome Perfons 
and Places which they never faw, as they 
are of the Perfons and Places they every 
Day converfe with. And from hence it 
follows, that it is no Manner of Proof or 
Preemption that Things do not exift, be- 
caufethey are not feen ; for there arc feveral 
Ways of being fatisfied of the Exiftence of 
^ Things ; and feeing them is but one Way : 
And Things which admitnot of this Proof 

may 
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may admit of another: And therefore it is 
great Weaknefs to fufpetfl the Reality and 
Exiftcnce of Things merely becaufe we do 
not fee them. 

And yet the greateft Piece of Wifdom 
that the, voluptuous Man has to boaft of is 
founded in this Prejudice : He thinks it . 
Wifdom to be on the fureft Side, and not 
to part with a Certainty for an Uncertainty, 
The Things of this World he fees and feels ; 
and in renounciug them he is fure he re- 
nounces what might afford him certain 
Pleafure and Enjoyment : But he has not 
this Notice nor Evidence of future Things: 
They lie out of the Way of his Senfes ; and 
therefore he looks upon them to have much 
iefs of Certainty in them than, the prefent 
Objcdsof Life j and concludes very folidly, 
that it is beft to make fure of fomething, 
and not to forego his prefent Poffeffion for 
the diftant Hope of enjoying the uncertain 
Bleflings of Futurity. Now Senfe is the 
Meafure of his Certainty ; or elfe how comes 
he to take it for granted that there, is more 
Certainty of the Things which are feen than 
of the Things which are not feen ? His 
Senfes ofily prove to him, that he lives at 
prefent in this World : They cannot poffibly 
T 3 prove 
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prove to him^ that he fliall not live hereafter . 
in ^ftolher. So that the Evidence of Senfe 
reaches but to one Side of the Qaeilion, to 
aflure him ofhisprefent Being; and yet 
from this Evidence he concludes in Prgudice 
to the other World ;* which is very abfurd, 
fince the Evidence of Scnfe cannot, one Way 
or other, affeft the Belief of future Rewards 
and Glories. Now in all Companions Men 
ought to weigh the Reafons on both SideS : 
^t. the comparing and preferring vifible 
Things before invifible, for tbe^akfe^ the 
-Evidence of Senfe, is comparit^g and pre- 
ferring one to another* upon feeing only the 
. Reafon of one Side 5 for Senfe only extends 
to vifibleThings, ahd hafe nothiiig to do with 
. invifible : And. therefore the Judg^nent that 
>Ien iire apt haftily to make iin thi« Cafe, 
whe^n brought to the Teft of Ueafoa, muft 
.appear to be groundiefs and precaHoti3. 

Since then, in ihe Queftioh between 
Things^ vifible and invifible, it j% tvident 
that Senie can jiidge but ofont Side; it 
follows, that Senie can be no Hale of 
judging in this tMfpute : For a Rnfe muft 
.he the. oomtmon Meafore of th* ^Things to 
be eftinadted, and ipplicabte to b^thj bet 
Senfe 13 ,applicaWie'>to fein^We Objea:^ evAj, 

and 



Digitized 



by Google 



tbart apediot, the.Ot9fi!fts.of.Senfe. , 

Allow Senfe to prove, as ftrorigly^as you 
Would have it, the Exifteiice of this World, 
md the Things of it: ' fiiat how can that 
^ff€<a the Belief of aoctther World ? The 
Exiftcnce of this World ^vill not prove that 
there is no other World. That you live 
nbw' is nb Argument that you fiiall not live 
hereafter. * And therefore the Evidence of 
Senfe for this World <!)ught to be no Pre- 
judice agairift the Belief of another. 

The^Advmipgt df this Evidence of Senfe 
is great, bccaufe it is the firft that Men 
xortie to the- Ufe and Application' of s and 
by the tonftant and fatiiiliar tJfe of it they 
learn to depend upon it, and truft to it in 
all Cafes. It isniuch later that Men come 
to the Ufe of Reafoh: And this Evidence of 
Reafon they have lefs Occafion' for, and ftill 
ufe it lefs than they have Gccafion: 9o that 
they are not equally acquainted^ with the 
Certamty of this Evidence, as they are with 
the Demonftrations of Senfe ; and therefore 
are feldom fo perfectly fatisfied with the 
DedUdlons of Reafon as with the Reports 
' of Seriie> This is the true State of the 
T4 Queftioa 
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Qneftion between the Evidence of Senfe and 
the Evidence of Reafon, and the Preference 
the World gives to the Dedu<ftions of ona 
and the other. 

Now, if there can be no Evidence for 
unfeen Things, which may be of equal 
Weight with the Evidence of Senft j then 
indeed the Things which are notfecncaa 
never be made ib evident as to ftand in 
Competition fwith the Things which arc 
feen. But the Means by which we arrive 
to the Knowledge -of Things which we dp 
not fee, are Reaibn and Faith j and thefe 
may afford an Evidence equaj to the £vi? 
dence of Senf?* * 

There are many Things which can be 
Icnown only from Reafon, which yet are ^ 
well received as any Report pf Senfe^ We 
fee many Produdtions an4 Works of N^tq^^e 
every Day, the Caufe of which is fccret^aiyl 
reniotp, and not difcoverable by the SenfcjS. j 
and yet no Man dowbts but that ^1 ;the(e 
. Effects have Caufes. You can no xno^e 
fu'ppofe, agaiqft the Evidence qfyovjr Reafop, 
that thefc Things came intp Being without 
any Caufe, than you cap fupppfe, again ft. the 
pvidcnce of your Senfes, that thefe Things 
\vhiQhyoufee have np Being. Herg then 

th? 
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the Evidence for the Thing not feen is equal 
to the Evidence for the Thing feen. So 
then a Thing's not being feen can be no 
Prejudice or Prtfurftption againft its Ex-^ 
iftencej fince ibme Things which are not 
feen are capable of being demonftrated. 

Hence it follows, that though the Things 
of this World be always before our Eyes, 
and we have no Reafon fo doubt of their 
Exiftence 5 and the Things of the other 
World are at a DiftaAce, and hid from us; 
yet this^ is no Reafon to prefer the Things of 
this World before the Things of another; 
fince there is an Evidence which extends to 
Things not ^en, whieh is equal to the 
Evidence of Sinfet And, for augbt we 
to know, this Evidence may belong to thcfe 
unfeen Things of another World ; and if it 
does, then the Things of another World, 
in Point of Certainty, ftand upon an equal 
bottom with the Things which are feen. 

This makes it very unreafonable to take 
up with the Enjoyments of this World as 
the furcr and more certain Enjoyments, and 
to fuffer ourfelvcs to be impofed on by bur 
Senfes, and prejudiced in Favijor of prefent 
Objects: Becaufe, till we have proved and 
pxsf^mcd the Evid^nc^ for t^o Things not 

fecp. 
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fcen. We cannot conclude that the Tbfngs 
fecn are jnoro ctvmn than they jiinc^ they 
are capable of being made* as .evjdpnt hy 
other ArgumeatS|,as ienfible Ot^e(3:sare 1:^ 
-tlxe Sejifes. . ; ; ., / 

AiK)ther Evidence fqt Things npt feen,is 
Faith J an Evideoce that the WQfld.iAjtfm- 
poral Affairs pays great Rc^qd to, however 
ihy they are of admittjng it fot* a Pr^pciple 
of Religion ; F^r tjiere (\s ro Man but who 
believps a grpat.^eaj more concerijin^ this 

• Worldi tnd the Aflfairsof it, upon the Report 
raa^e fjro^ other iPeople^ ,Senfe^^ thtaahe 

\doe$ froqi hjs owur /It is a n^rrp^^^p^xer-e 
that (at Man adls 1^0, god his.Seqfc* gohpt a 
v-^ry ,1UU? farther fh?/l he hiwfejf gpes ; And 
9>ftl8M K^nowkig^ .wpiaM:b& pm^mtiy 
confincdi ^ wcrje he to koovy and believe .no- 
thing/ hot' what., he ^^l«»Ti(i Wfdjhifi^lf. 

.Now there are Things in thisrWorld .i^ich 
all PeophrbdlieYe to iic ih^theWofMy and 
^est OPI one in ten.thouland evfa: iaw them. 
WhatiEvidcnoe' d© Jtlaey beliovi c»i then? 
Not -on- the Evidfinoe of S^nfe^s "^for thstfe 
^hirigs nwer &ll under t?heir Sonfcs : Biit 
they i WlieW" -on ^^he ^R€»port and Cr^dk of 
dth^rs, that is, upon the Evidenced Faith. 
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Here then is another Evidence, which the 
Wprld cannot reful'e to admit as good 
Evidence for. Things not feen; finceMen 
believe upon this Evidence the Certainty of 
all thofe Things in the World which 
themfelves have not feen, that is, of moft 
Things in the World. 

Now this Evidence, where it is perfect, 
that is, where there is a fufficient Number 
of credible Witneffes to the Thing in 
qucftioo, falls very little fhort of the Evi- 
dence of Scnfe. You can obferve, I be- 
lieve, DO Difference that Men maktfeetween 
many Things which they take upon the 
Credit of others, and tlie Things which 
they receive from the Informa^cion of their 
own. Senfes ; which fhews that this Kind 
of Evidence may be fo ilrong, as to leave 
no Room for Doubts or Sufpicions. 

Now then urge your Ot^edion againft 
the Things of another World, that tlicy are 
not feen, and therefore not to be preferred 
to the Things of this World, which are 
feen : Where lies the Reafbn and Senfe of 
thi& Argumem ? If the Things of this 
World are feen, they have their proper 
Evidence : If the Things of the next World 
are not feen, they do not therefore want 

their 
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their proper Evidence. ' If there be a fuf- 
ficient Evidence that is proper to them, 
and they have that Evidence, they/are not 
the worfe for not being feen, that is, for 
not havipg that Evidence which does not 
belong to them* 

If then the Things of another World, 
though they are fuch as Eye hath not feen, 
arc yet neverthelefs capable of as good Proof 
and Evidence as tHe Things which are feen> 
it is extreme Folly, and Want of Thought 
and Confidcration, to purfue the Objed:s of 
Seofe in Oppofition. to Things unfeen, with- 
out well examining into the Evidence and 
Certainty of thefe unfeen Things. When 
we tell you, that for the Glories and Bleff- 
ings of another Life we have the Certainty 
^ of Rcafon and Faith, you muft needs own 
that we urge proper Arguments : The Na- 
ture of our Froof you cannot fufped. If 
we have enough of Reafon, and enough 
of the Evidence of Faith, you muft ac- 
knowledge our Proof to be demonftrativc, 
becaufc it is a Proof which in all other 
Cafes you admit fpr Things not feen, Realbn 
and Faith. 

The Things of another World may be 
Objefts of 5$pfe tP thofe of the other World, 
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and therefore are capable of having the Evi- 
dence of Eye-Witneffes r Nor fhould I eafily 
be convinced of Abfurdity, (Kould I aflert 
that there may poffibly be a Communication 
between the two Worlds. Suppofe then one 
fliould come down from Heaven, and report 
the Stale of Things there; this would be an 
Eye-Witnefs, and the Evidence exadly the 
fame with that which you admit in other 
Cafes. He muft give good Proof indeed of 
his coming from Heaven ; and that in this 
Cafe is fuppofed. 

Confider farther, that this Queflion con- 
cerning the future Rewards and Punifhments 
of another Life is not the firft or principal 
Queftion in Religion : It fuppofes the Belief 
and Knowledge of God : For unleft we be- 
lieve the Being of a God, who is the juil: 
Judge of the Worldj there is no Room for 
this Queftion of Rewards and Punifliments. 
In this Argument then the Being of a God 
is prefuppofcd; and a Queftion then will 
arife, whether God can qualify Men to be 
WitneiSes to the World of thefe unfeen 
Things ? It is not to be denied but that 
God can, if he pleafes, reveal thefe Things 
to Men : And were the World fatisfied that 
God had indeed revealed fuch Things to fuch 

and 
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arid fuch Men, they could not fcruple ad.-- 
mitting them as good Witnefles in that Cafe. 
It conaes then to this Point, whether it be 
p©fl]ble that Men can give Satisfaftion to 
the World, that God has indeed fpokdn to 
them ? And if there be any one Thing that 
you will agree God can do, and Man cannot 
do, this will be no Difpute : For fliould God 
do that Thing by the Man he appoints to 
he his Witnefs, the Hand of God . working 
with him would be a full Proof that he 
fpoke by the Voice of God, and declared 
not his own, but the Things of God- And 
this would be a fufEcient Ground for our 
Faith. 

Since then thefe Things are capable of 
fuch good Evidence, it will be worth your 
while to inquire, whether they have it, or 
no: And I fuppofe it will not be thought 
the Effect of Reafon or Wifdom to rejed 
them unheard, and to follow the Impreflions 
of Senfe and Appetite at the Hazard of being 
finally ruined and deftroyed. 

Every Man who has Eyes and Ears is 
attached by the Evidence of Senfe; and 
therefore it would be ftrange if any Man 
doubted of the Things, the Evidence of 
which is fo continually thrufl: in at his Eyes 
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artel Eaft; ^ Bcit to arrive iat the Evidente oC 
Reafort and Faith, tcqiiircs thait we iboaki 
cxercife' the Faculties df our Underftaftding ; 
requires .oiir Ditigence aftd AtteBtion 5 b^- 
cauie Bidfe Rroofs lie mbre remote, out of 
the coci^fion' Road, and^are not to, be. had 
withot|t fcektag for. 

This, is a jiift AceouRt of thcR^afon why 
moft Meo .sk&, by thfe Evidencje of Senfe, and 
fellow &rnd admirie the Things of this World ; 
and fb few purfue, with any Heart or Zeal, 
the invifibla Things of another : Not that 
the Things of this World are in themfelves 
more real or certain than the Things of 
another World > but becaufe Men are fare 
and certain of the Things of this World, 
not being able to exclude the Impreflionst)f 
them 3 aqd are dubious of the Things of 
Futurity,. not being able to attend to the 
Proofs of them. 

B«t how well this becomes M^ea of 
Thought amd Eduction let any one judge ^^ 
or what A<^count they wilt be able to give 
df ^h^c Ni^ed, in noi fo much as ^ro^iog 
«ndtryii)g.flie Things which niafce for their 
Sa^mipni is h^vd to fay. Why fhould ypur 
]^y^^JW[i.%W3f with your-Reafpn andiJi^der- 

ftanding ? 
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{landing ? If you bad been to be Skewed 

merely by your Eyes^ God need not have given 

you the Power of Refleftion : And fincc he 

has given you this Ability, he ^rttnotcxcufe 

your refigning tittiely t6 Scnfe ; which was^ 

given not to govern, but to ferve Mawi. I? 

the Things of another World are capable? 

of being proved, it concerns you to know 

whether they are proved or no 5 clpecially' 

confidering the vift Difproportiori there is 

between the Things of this Life dnd the 

next. The Argument for prefent Enjoy-*' 

tuent is fo far good, that in Things of 

equal Value a wife Man Would fecurc his 

Share as foon as he ciould, and tdke the 

firft Oppurtunity of enjoying the itappincfs 

which would not improve by being ftayed 

fpr. But here the Cafe is very different 1 

The Things of this World ztefee^ indeed } 

but that is all : No fooner are they feen 

but they ar egone, and leave the Man more 

refttefs after the Fruition than he was be-^ 

fore : But the Things of Futurity aA of 

endlefs Duration, and once enjoyed will 

never defert the Poffeffor. And therefore 

it is worth a wife Man's Labour to reftrain 

himfelf from the prefent Allurement of 

Life, 
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Life, to fufpend his Happinefs for a Time, 
which will fo greatly increafe by the Delay, 
and pay fuch Intereft for the prefent Self- 
Denial which he exercifes : For the things 
which arejcen are temporal^ but the Thitjgi 
which are not feen are eternal. 
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D IS COURSE XL 

P A'RT 11. 

!«0^l^6?^^"^ H E Second Thing tp be m-' 
^)S( ^^ quired into is, Whether the* 
%^ ^ )K* Value of the things which are' 

ought in Prudence to forego 
the Enjoy xnent of the Things which are pte-^' 
fent with us} 

There can be no Ground or Foundationt 
to perfiiade Men to renounce the Pleafures' 
of this Life, and to expose themfelves to the 
Troubles and Inconveniencies which ofteQ 
are the Companions of Virtue and Holinels, . 
in Hopes of future Glory and Happinels,^ 
unlefs this future Glory, and Happinefs aro. 
fo great and valuable as to recompenfe alt 
the Loffes and Sufferings which Men muft 
U % fuftaiii 
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fuftain in the Purfuit of them. But, if thiff 
be the Cafe, if the Rewards of Heaven are 
infinitely to be preferred to the Things of 
this World, it will then be but agreeable 
to the common Maxims of Wifdom and 
Prudence to chufe the gre^teft, though not 
the prefent Good, and to prefer the fevere 
Duties of Virtue aud Religion to the foft 
Allurements of Vice and Plpafyre j fince ou^^ 
light Affli(5tions \ti this Life can be but for 
fi Moment, and will work for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, 
And it is upon this Principle that the Apoftle 
argues ip the Text ; For tk^ T^i^gs which 
grefcen are. temporal^ but the Things which 
are nptfe^h^fe eternal: By this hejufti^e^ 
|}is own Praftice an4 Behaviour : H[e fuf- 
fered Perfecution gladly for the Sake of 
^hrift and his Truth: He ftripped himfelf 
pf all the Comforts of this Life, ^nd yielded 
Jaimfelf up to all the Hardfhips and Evils 
^at Man can fuffSr: But it \yas upon the 
Profpedt of future Glory. He was not fq 
dead to the Senfe of Nature, as to think the 
good Things of this World vvorth nothing; 
or fo yoid of Feeling, as to delight ,in ill 
yfage: But he knew the Value of the Re- 
>^ards for which he laboured; that they 

Wcrq 
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tvere fo great as to juftify the Choice he 
taade of fufFefing for Chrift's Sake, rather 
than of enjoying the. Pleafures of Sin for a 
Seafon* 

The Apoflle's Argument is founded upon 
the different Duration of the Things of this ' 
World and the other. Now it mufi be 
agreed that We have the fame Evidence for 
the uncertain, and, at beft, the iliort Du- 
ration of the Things of this Life, as we 
have for the Exiftence of them j that is^ the 
Evidence of Senfe. If the voluptuous Man 
has this Advantage, that in following after 
the Things of this Life he follows Things 
which he fees> and by the Evidence of every 
Senfe knows to be real, it. muft be acknow- - 
ledged that Religion 4t leaft has this Ad* 
vantage, that, by the fame Evidence of 
Senfe, it proves thefe Things to be fcarce 
worth following after or enjoying, fince they 
ib foon vanifh away^ and withdraw from 
being either theObiefts of Senfe or of Plea- 
fure : So that, as to this. Part of the Argu- 
ment, the Allowances muft be equal on both 
Sides* The Men of this World have the 
Certain Evidence of Senfe for the Reality 
of the Things of this World, and that they 
do exiftj but they muft grant, on thctf 
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Part, that we have the fame certain Evidence 
of Senfe, that th^fe Things will not long 
' txift J but that both they, and their Enjoy- 
ments muft fhortly perifli together. 

Since this then is a clear Cafe on both 
Sides, and the Principles are undifputed, let 
us take this Part of the Argument alone, 
and examine what are the Conclufions of 
. Reafon from this Head, Tliat the Tbhgs 
nvhich arejeen are temporal. 

To eftimate the Happihefs of Man, we 
mud take into the Account the Nature of 
his Deiires and Inclinations, and the Nature 
of thofe Objeds which he purfues. If there 
befuch a due Proportion between thefe two, 
that the Objeft is capable of fatisfying the 
Defire, then the Objedt obtained is capable 
of making a Man happy. To be reftlefs 
and uncaly, andftill wanting fomething that 
we have not, will not, I fuppofe, be thought 
a good Defcription of an happy Life : Aiid 
yet this muft always be tbe Cafe when eur 
• Defires are fixed upon fueh Objecft as dp 
notanfwer and correfpond to them, tut fell 
ihort of affording fuch a Pleafure as may fill 
and content the Mind. Now there ar« dif- 
ferent Pa£ions and Defires incident to Man : 
' Thefe ar^npttbe fame in all Meiv^ Imt vary 

according 
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according to the varions Tempers and Habiti 
of Men, and depend upon the Circun^ftances 
of Youth and Age^ and the like : £ut thefe 
Paffions feeing fo uncertain and mutable 
cannot enter into this Inquiry, which is 
•after the .natural Happinefs of Man, whiqh 
muft be eftimated by his natural and con- 
ilant Defires, and not by thefuddcn Efforts 
of Paflion which he is liable to. Now the 
moil natural and conftant De^re of Map is 
the Defire of Life : There is nothing Nature 
equally abhors with the Thoughts q{ not 
being : But then, the Life pf this World is 
but fhort, and piuft end in Death j and 
therefore the Life of this World cannot be 
the adequate .Obje£l of this Defire ; and 
confequently the Life of this World can 
never make a Man happy, ,becaule'it does 
not anfwer to the riatural Defire, but leaves 
a Man reftlefs and ,uneafy, and in perpetual 
Dread of his approaching DiflS)lution, 

Another natural and conftant Defire which 
is grafted upon the former, and fprings from 
it, is the Defire of being happy, of bein^ 
always happy, without fuffering any Inter-* 
rupjtian from Sorrow or Pain, or Afflidlions 
of any Kind : Hence it comes, that the Fear 
qf. Idling the Thing wo poffefs and Cfnjoy is 
U 4 often 
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often a Trouble equal to the Plcafurc of the 
Pofleffion } which fhews that no Poffeffiom 
that is not durable can fill and iatisfy the 
Mind of Man : Which evidently proves that 
the natural Defire is the Defirc of perpetual 
uninterrupted Happinels ; and if fo, then 
nothing Icfs than perpetual Happinefs can 
be the natural Objcd of that Defire, or make 
a Man eafy and happy. Now, whether the 
World affords fuch an Happinefs. as this, 
can be no QueflioUi fince we have the Evi- 
dence of Senfe and Reafon and Experience 
to the contrary. 

From hence it appears, that to place our 
Happinefs in this Life, and the Things of 
it, is at beft to place our Happinefs where 
it can never be had. We can never poffibly 
free ourfelves from the natural Defires of 
Life and Happincft. The Atheifl, who 
would ridicule the Belief of another World, 
and a durable Life after this, can never bring 
himfelf to fay that it is better to die than 
to live for ever, and for ever happily : So 
that, at once retaining the Defirps of eternal 
Life, and denying the PofEbility bf fuch a 
Life, he reduces himfelf to fuch a State as 
can afford no Happinefs 3 for to have De- 
fires which can never end in Enjoyment for 

want 
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.want of fuitable Objedts, is to have Defirca 
only to make us miferable. 

If then this World has nothing that can 
make us happy, nothing ^ that can anfwer 
our natural Defircs and Appetites, furely it 
cannot be the EfFc<a of Wifdom or Prudence 
to confine our Inqoiries after Happinefs to 
this ^orld, where it is not to be had t So 
that thefirft Conclufion of Reafon from this 
allowed Principle, That the Things which are 

feen are temporal, is this ; That the Things of 
this World being temporal, and our Defires 
adapted to the Fruitidn of Things eternal, 
this World can never make us happy ; th^ 
Confequence of which is, that we muft feek 
out for another abiding Place, if haply, we 

. may find it, where we may meet with'Ob- 

, jeds fuited to our Defires, the only Means 
by which we can e\^er arrive at complete 
and perfed Happinefs. -So that the V<hcc 
of Nature fpeaks the fame Language with 
our blefled Saviour, and calls out to us in 
his Words, Set not your AffeSlions on Things 
belmvy where Moth and Ruji doth corrupt ^ and 
where Thieves ,hreak through and Jieah, butfet 
your jiffeSlions on Things above^ where neither 
Moth nor Ruft doth corrupt ^ and where Thieves 

: 4q not break through andjieal; That is, place 

4 AOC 
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notyxDiur Defines on this Wonld, which. haS 
nothing that can fatisfy them ; but place your 
Defires above', where Go4 has prepared an 
Happincds .anfwerablc to the Impreffions he 
has given to the Souls of Men. 

TJaat the Things which are feen are tem-^ 
poral, is indeed no fuffieient Proof that there 
are Things which are not feen which arfc 
eternal; though it is a great Prefumption> 
that, fince God has not iitted this WorJd to 
our Defires, he has fitted our Defires to ano- 
ither World ; and has not given us thefe 
^Cravings of Nature merely to vex and tor- 
ment us, without any Poflibility of their 
being fatisfied : But thus far we prove, from 
the T4iings of this World being temporal, 
that they cannot make us happy. And this 
makes Religion to be a Very ferious Concern, 
fince all our Hopes of Happinefs depend on it : 
'Tor if Religion cannot furnifh Objefts adapted 
to our natural Defires, nothing elfc j:an. : 
And therefore Men ihould think foberly aiKi 
maturely before they reject Religion, and 
. diveft themfelves of all the Hopes thciy ha«e 
or cgn have, <rf being hapj^. Who would 
not be glad to live for ever, and to be for 
' ever happy ?* Is it not -then very unnatural 
toiec a Man rejoice and triumpli in the 
" ' * Thoughts 
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Thooghts that there is neither a Life nor 
Happinefs which is eternal ? It is, iiideed, 
better not to be, than to miferablc: And 
therefore the Thoughts of dropping into 
everlafting Silence and'Darknefs may be the 
Refuge bi guilty Fear, but never can be a 
natural Joy or Comfort to the Soul of Man, 

' which longs fbrfiothingfo much as Life for 
evermore. The only Reafbn any Man can 
poffibly have to wifli that there ma ybe no 
bther World, is, that he may with the 
more Freedom enjoy this : And this muft 
needs appear to be a wife Rdafon, if we 
confider the Value of this World, and the 
Worth offhefe Tilings, which are no fooner 

• feen but they are gone, and their Place is 
no more found. I fliould not wonder, were 
this World to laft for ever, to fee Men of 
low and abjed Spirits fetting up their Reft 
and giving up the Hopes of more exalted 
Glory and Happinefs : But now that the 
World muft iaft but a little Time, and we 
much lefs, to fee Men facrifice their Hopes 
of Glory and Immortality to the mean and 
poorEnjoyments of this World, is fuch an 

' Abfurdity as would puzzle any one to ac- 
count for, who knew nothing more of Man, 
than t\m he is a reafonabfc Creature. It is 
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fo little Men gain by gaining this Worl<l| 
and fo little they lofe by lofing it, that thd 
Concerns of this World woqld weigh but 
light in this Queftion, were not Men guided 
more by the Violence of Paflion, than either 
by Reafon or the regular Defires of Nature. 

For fuppofe, Secondly, that Religion were 
very uncertain, and a Man were liable to be 
deceived in his Expectations of future Re* 
wards -, let us examine again by this Rule^ 
That the Things which are feen are temporal^ 
what the Confequence of this Miflake would 
be, and how much a Man Would be a Suf-^ 
ferer by it. As to the ordinary Courfe of the 
World, in which a Man may profefs his 
Religion without Difturbance or Perfecution, 
the Pleafures which are confiflent with In- 
nocence and Virtue will be found to have 
more of real Satisfadion than the vicious 
Man can ever find from the Gratification of 
his fenfual Defires and Appetites. But we 
will wave this Topic, becaufe the Text goes 
upon the Suppofition, that we muft .give 
up this World, and fubmit to many Hard- 
fhips and Inconveniencies in it, in order to 
obtain the other : And at all Times there is 
Difficulty enough in fubmitting to the Re- 
flraints of Religion, till Men have got to be 

Mailers 
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]^Iafters of their own Paflions and Appetites, 
and have learnt to ufe the World, as not 
libufing it. 

Say then, that a Man lofes the Pleafuros 
pf this Wprld in following after the Pleafures 
of another : His Lofs muft be valued ac-»- 
cording to the Worth of the Thing which 
IS loft, Now Things of this Worldbeing 
very uncertain Poffeflions, which are often 
hardly obtained, and feldom long preferved, 
the Lofs of thefe Things cannot be fet very 
high. It is evident that the Men of tha 
' World do not always fiicceed in their De- 
fire^ : They are liable to a thoufand Difap- 
pointments, which cut them fhort in their 
Pfofpedts, and render all their Pains and 
Labour abortive. Of the many who feek 
the Honours and Glory of this Life, but a 
very fmall Number attain to the End of 
their Defires. Since then to follow the 
World and the good Things of it is no fure 
Way of obtaining the World, it may happen 
that he that purfues the Glories of another 
World, to the Negleft of this, may lofe juft 
nothing at all 5 for, poffibly, had he given 
himfelf up to this Wprld, he might have 
got no Share in it : For fuch is the mutable 
iponditiop of thefe Things, and fo many the 

C^ancef 
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Chances they arc liable to, that a Mart cdij 
have no Security febmall his Pains and Toil 
of enjoying the Thing he purfues: And if 
by f<itlowing the WtMrld he might poffifcly 
have got ryothiog, then poflibly by not foU 
lowirig. the World he may lofe nothing ; 
fbr a Man cannot be laid to lofe more than 
be m-ight have got. And' therefore in this 
Qucftioii it IS a great Mift^kc to reckon up 
all the gopd Things of this World together, 
and then to fay, thefe Things do we lofe by 
Reiigionj for if we had no Religion, wef 
ihcold ricver be able to get the htindfedth 
Part of thefe fine Things, and we cannpt be 
laid to relinquifli moreof the World than Wa 
inight haVjp got had we hot rclinquiftied it. 
And now you may learn from the Nature 
of Worldly; Pbffeffions and')w>ur ow^£Kpe-r 
rience^: what Sort of Chance a Maa has of 
heing- Satisfied with th^Enjoyp>e^ts,(rf' Life, 
fuppofing him to tak^^tber utmoft Pains for 
them : PoffiWy he ttiiy riever get th^m-; for 
there are fo many Pretenders^ that they ara 
ever joftling- one another out '; and, poffibty 
too, if he does get them, they may leave 
himf before ht h^s half done witl) them j 
<«•, it may be, whea be.- bias got tbem;, he 
may aot like or r^JSti/tJi^mi for many 
^ Things 
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Things which look well at a Diftance, and \ 
raife and inflame theDefires, lofe.theil Value 
by being pofleffed, and appear ta be, what 
^1 Trirth they are, empty and vain AltedK 
ments. Now this Chance for worldFy rHap^;. 
pinefs is all that a I^an quits for Religion y 
for you cannot fay that he qtirtted the good 
Things of Life, without kno^?^ing whether . 
• he e<^cr could have had them, or no. ' It i^ 
ten toonoagainfty^©, that if you follow the 
World you get n^hing, .or but fittte *by it >- 
and therefor^ there a^e the fame Odds on•^ 
the otiier Side, thfct if you follow Rdigion 
ycai lofe littte, or nothing, by it, : Sp'^tfaaty^ 
fuppoiing ReHgion to be uncertain, ykt d 
Mm does' not yewure much for it; br pot) 
Uid^folf kito £ mueh ^ovfe CoeicMtibn ihan 
be was ill beford, by rcarfon of the uncertain' 
Coliditibn of the World* 

And,- ori the other Side, this may be IMd, 
That if KeKgion reaches no fatther thatt 
thi& liife ; J^t.cfnego^d Effqft of it here is' 
evidently this, Thft it makes Men eafy andf 
contented Undfer the Difapp^^ntnients crf^ this 
Life: 80 that whoever the Lofe of thft 
Worlld may be to a wordly Man, yet to a 
truly religious Man it is inconfiddr^le, be^ 
Ca«f^ be 4S not equally affeded with fuch 

Loffes, 
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JLroffcs, being ftrengthened and confirmed 
againft them by the Hopes he has enter- 
tained ofmore lading and folid Enjoyments. 
S6 that add this to the Account, and it will 
appear, that Religion in this World i^ the 
fiireft Step you cah take, if not towards 
Happinefe, yet towards Eafe and Content- 
ment: For, fince fb many who follow the 
World rouft neceffarily be difappointed by 
following the World, we expofe ourfelves 
to all the Uneafinefs and Pain of lofing it ; 
?ind, as Things go, it is well, if the Pain 
and Uneafinefs of lofing the World be not 
all we get by purfuing it. But Religion is 
the Aft of governing and ruling'the PaffionS, 
of making ourfelves eafy without, being gra-r 
tified with the Pleafurcs of this Ufcj and 
when we are thus prepared, not to e^y 
the Pleafutes is no great Mifchief. So that 
if there be no other World but this, yet by 
Religion we are fure of getting the fecon4 
beft Thing that can be had in the World,' 
that is. Contentment. Admit that the firfl; 
Thing is to have and enjoy the Things wc 
want 5 yet certainly the next beft Thing is 
to be eafy without them. The firft thq 
World hut rarely grants 5 the hext Religion 
pever denies, And thus far we maf aipiq 

from 
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Irom the Nature of worldly Things^ without 
entering into the Comparifori between- theiir, 
ahd the Thihgs of aiiotlier Life 5 which ex- 
tremely alters the State of the Queftion, and 
makes it reafbnable not only to forego the 
Pleafures, but ei^eri to chufe and embrace 
the^ Sorrows df Life for the Sake of future 
Glory: For tbi Things Hvhicb are notjetri 
are eternal. 

As to the Nature of the Happinefs of 
another Life, we know but little of it z The 
Defcriptions we meet with in Stripture ar« 
figurative, and lead not to the true Kjiow-^ 
ledge of the Glories th^ defcribe. Poffibly 
this World affords no Notions Or Ideas 
proper to exprefs the Happinefs of Heaven 1 
which can therefore only be defcribed in 
Figures taken from the prefent Senfe w^ ^ 
have of Pleafure add Enjoyment 2 Hence 
<he Happinefs of Heaven is fometim^es 
painted under the Figure of a Marriage 
Feaft, which is a Time ufu ally ftolen from 
Sorrow, and dedicated to Mirth and good 
Humour. Somietimes the Dcfcriptipn is 
grounded upon our Notbns of Power and 
Dignity, which are great Darlings to IVfan- 
Tcind : Hence wc read of Crowns of Glory, 
' Vol. IV. X which 
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which canDot be ihakcn, which fade not 
away, which arc reierved for us in the 
highc;^ Hcavena. From hence wc only 
argue th?tt the H^ppi^cfi is very-great, and 
ej^cccding much the Glories of tbiaWorldi: 
whicli we hut faiot Images, and fcarcely 
fervqjto.r/cprcfent ;hc Glories of Heaven r 
But wff h»ve.a clear Notio^ of Duration}, 
and therefore to this Point the Scripture 
ipeaks plaini and te)ls us that theie are plea-^ 
fbres foreverawre> that they are eternaj, 
and eceraally the fymc without changing* 
Nothing Ukewife is more yfnal than to ex^ 
pre& the Happinefs of Heaven by Life, by 
cvcrbfting Ufe y Whtfoever^ fays our S^iour,. 
keli£vetb in fmjkall //w, tlmgh be die \ ani 
^ft^foever believeth qn meJbaUtwt die etermlfyi, 
This (ftien is the n^ttural Happinefs of M^n, 
fincc it alone ean ^afwer the natural Pefirc* 
of Man; for nothing lefs than eternal Liftf 
can fatisfy that Defire of Life whnch is inat^ 
planted in Man : And nothing ca^ he aK>rf 
evident to Senfe thto thW is to ^Veafon^ 
that fomething har been fronfi all Eteroityi 
and fomething ihall be to all Etemty : Sa 
that our Defires of Eternity are not loofo 
ill-grounded Delires ; but there *re qyidentlf 
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Obje^ in Nature fitted to them. Since 
then we cannot poffibly live without defiring 
to live for ever> and to enjoy eternal Hap- 
plnefs^ fince like wife it is clear to a Der 
monflration that there are Things eternal ; 
is it not agreeable to the very Inftin£t of 
Nature fo endeavour after thefe Things, 
which can only make for our Happinefs, if 
by any Means we may attain to them ? To 
lead us to the PofTeflion and Enjoyment of 
thefe Things is the Work and Bufinefs of 
Religion : And therefore to be employed in 
the Work of Religion is to be employed in 
the Work of Nature, which is to feek and 
purfue its ownHappinefs andPcrfcftion. 

If Religion is attended with Difficulties, 
yet the Glories we attain io through the 
Means of Religion arc worth the Purchafe, 
What is there that can be had without 
pains ai>d Trouble ? Not even the prefcnt 
Enjoyment of this Life- Why then fhould 
we think much of being at fome Trouble 
to purchafe the eternal Things of Heaven ? 
We do not grudge it in Icfs Matters, in the 
Matter of our earthly Hopes and Dcfires. 
We lofe nothing by Religion that we could 
poflibly keep long without it : A good Mm 
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can fufFer only in this World j and were hd 
hot to fufFer, yet the Courfe of Nature! 
would foon part hiili and the World, and 
the Enjoyments of it/ And is it not worth 
our whil6 to reiign the Things we cannot 
keep a little the fooner, for the Sake of that 
Happinefs, which once poflefled can never . 
he taken from us, but, like our Defifes, will 
be ever frefh and new, not Impaired by Ufe, 
or palled by Enjoyment ? 

It is wiie to retire from the Pleafures of 

the Wcrld, -were it only to guard againft 

•this certain evil Confequence, That ifwc 

•follow the pfcfent Things to the Negle<ft 

and Contempt of future Happinefs, the 

'Time will certainly come when ourprefent 

Enjoyments will be paft and gone, wheti 

•Things future will be growing apace to be 

the Things prefertt ; and then we (hall ha^/e 

.nothing left but this evil Thought f o haunt 

•43S perpetually, That we have had our good 

Things in this World, and muft expcd evil 

•Things in the World to come'; that we hav^e 

fdv the Time paft been comforted, but muft 

for the Time to come be tormented. As 

.fliort-lived as Men are, they often outlaft 

.the World, that is, the-^ijoymcnti of it.: 

^ ^ ^ '* They 
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They live to be paft the Plcafures of it, and 
can have no Comfort or Eafe by any Senfe^ 
And is not a wicked Man in ^ fine Con-^ 
dition, when he has no Enjoyment in this 
World,' apd no Hopes in the ne?ct ? Men, ^ 
in the Youth and Vigour of Age, may over- 
icome the troublefome Thoughts of another 
World : They are capable of a conftant 
Succcffion of worldly Pleafures, which may 
extinguifh Thought and Confideralion ; But, 
if they live to be d^ferted by Scnie, to be 
expofcd to Thought and Refteftion, how 
difmal aprofpedt have they J how are they 
tormented with .the Thoughts of what is 
paft ! and ^ow do they dread the Thoughts 
ofwhatis toCpme! 

And happy were it for them if their Fears 
were to be their only T^orment : But let 
their Eyes but once be clofed, and their 
Fears muft be fucceeded by more than even 
their Fears could fuggeft ; The Things 
future will then be the Things prefent 5 
&nd this Thought that they are eternal, will 
exclude all Glimqicrings of Hope or Com-» 
fort, and leave them the Prey of Fain and 
ofDefpair 

, Let hi$' then work whilft we have the 

Pajr i for the Night cometh when no Man 

X 3 can 
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can work. ' This is the D^y, and for aught 
we know this only is the Day qf Peace* 
Confider then the Things which make for 
your Salvation^ and follow after then)^ fof 
they lea j to Life and Inunortali^, 
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DISCOURSE xir. 

I 

General Epjftk of S(t. J u p e, 

Vcrfe iii. — the latter Part; 

r-r // was needful for me to write uni^ ym^ 
' attd exhrt you^ that ye Jhould earneftly Con-^ 
, tend for the Faith ivhicb was once delivered 
pnto the Saints, 

iTis at all Times the Doty of 

the Paftors and Miftifters of the 

jpTfl^ 7i^i4 Chriftian Church to baiiapon 

^^^^M^i ^^^ People to be zealous to 

maintain, and by proper Me-, 

thods to propagate the Faith of the Gofpel ; 

Put there are Seafons in whrch it is more 

efpecially neceflfary for them to difcharge 

this Duty 5 Seafons which require that the 

l^aftort Ihould be vigilant to prevent, and 

X 4 the 
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the People careful to avoid, the Danger of 
growing Errors and Superftitions* 

Such was theSe^foq, and fuch the Oc- 
paiion of this Epiftie. Some very dangerous^ 
Errors, and fome abominable Pradices, began 
to 'ihe\y themfelyes among ^hc Members of 
the Church I and there was great Reafbn ta 
apprehend the InfedVion would {pread. Or- 
$ainMeny it feems, had (reptiti wiavfar£s-r^. 
ungodly Men, turning the Grace of our God 
into J^afcivicufneji, and^nying the mif fjfird 
Cody ^nd our Lordjefus Chriji. This it vvas. 
that made it needful for the Apoftle to cx-r 
l\ort' Chriftians every where to C(^t^ ear-z , 
nejllyforthe Faith once delivered ^9 t^ Sifin(s. 
.If it was needful in the Apoftles' Times, 
when the Milchief began firft; to (hew itfclfj, 
what muft it be in ours, when this Evil 
feems to he jit its fqll <5ro\vtb, apd to f»ir- 
round ui5 in different Shapes on every Side ? 
Superftitictn on ope Hand, and Irreligion on 
the other, have l^fi^ true Chriftian? a narrow. 
Path to yv^lk in: And though Reafon and 
|leflcftion will make Mep fpqietimps ^ck of 
the Extremes, yet the Tranfition from one* 
|)xtremc to another is much eafier, tbaq, 
from filmier to the Truth that lies between 
^|iem. From fopery tp no Religion, and 
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from no Religion to Popery, is a ready 
jSfep : And when a Man is tired qf either 
Extrejne, it reqpires only a Refolqtipn tQ 
ri^n away from it as faft as he fan, to get 
foon to the pther^ wherpas it requires a 
fefipus ^nc} a ^ady Mip4 to flop at the 
right Place. 

Another Difficulty there is, which diftin-?, 
gpifhes our Times from that pf the Apoftles : 
St. Ju4e complains, th^t fome corrupt Men, 
teaching pervprfe Dodrines, had mixed with 
Chriftit^p Sopi^tiesj but it was by ftpalth. 
and unawares they ha4 crept- in; The 
Churches thcmfelv^ were pure and uncor- 
rupt, apd profeflpd and ta^ight the truq 
pi^ith of the Gofpel of Chrift. . But ou? 
Cafe is far otherwife. There are, ip.de?d, . 
in all Churches, corrupt ^embers, a Gala, 
mity common . to all Tinies 2 5ut in thefe 
latter Pays the Infediop has fpread fo f^r, 
^nd .|b wide^ that whole Chui-ches arc 
tainted with it. Tl?e Errors we have t9 
ponlcnd with are not fuch as creep in filcntly 
^nd un?iwsires, but fuch ^s are taught by 
Authority, and infifted on ^s neceflary Con- 
ditipns of Chriftian Communion : They are 
preffed upon Men by an Application of all 
||ie frofnifes of the Gpfpel to thofe whq 

f?cqvc 
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receive them gUdty, aftd of all the Threats 
of the Gofpel to fach as embrace them 
pot. Is it not then now, more than ever, 
ncedfol to exhort Men to contend eamefthf 
f6r the F^itb $nce delivered to the Saints ? 

But it is to little Purpofe to e^ehort Men 
to be zealous for the Chriftian Faith, unlefs • 
you can give them (cpyt fprc aiid certain 
Mark to know what the right Faith h. If 
you in^ttiite of particular Churches, or So- 
cieties of Chriftiaps, whicbis the trqe Faidi, 
each of tihcm wifl aqiwer, that the Faith 
profefled hy them is tjic trtie one, and that 
pther Societies have fatten mto l^trcfts an(J 
Miftakes, tn this divided State of Tilings, 
therefore, no Church his a Right to be be- 
lieved on its own Wdfd merely, without 
giving ?i Reafon of the Faidl which is in^ 
ihem : An^ yet this Pretence of Authority 
is the only Thing that can be faid, and 
therefore it alw^s is faid, to ju(lHy the 
Dominion which the Church pf ttome has 
uftirped oyer the Faith of Chriftians. With 
how much better Gra^e might St. yud^ 
have di<!l^ted to the Chriftians of his TimCjj 
and told them, upon his ovvn Authority,, 
what the tiue Faith was,, in Oppofition to 
corrupt Teachers ? Bu^ dpc?. h? fo T By 
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90 Means : So far from it, that he gives 
them another Rule to exaiivnc the Faith by, 
^ fends them, to inquire^ *w|i^ thc.Faith 
was, ^ winch was ooce, or kan the Begin*« 
sing, delffereid to C^iftiaM^ 

Church Authoiiiy is one of thofe unhappjfi 
Sutge^iis which is fipldom k^n but from ono 
of ftfi Extremea: {fi iorpc^t Places, i^d witl:^ 
ibme Pttribns^ k out do every tiding; in 
pAtefSx ^ ^^ ^ npdiii^ I camiQjt propo^ 
p% ^onfider jwftly ip copDiia a Sliced; in 
^ Compai& pf ^ Sbrmon ; 4nd <th«fefbre \ 
^Pfckall content myfelf wkh l^yiog before yoi| 
(ome Qb&rvation$o9)theApoiloliciliilei^ 
the Te3tt» which m^ b^ of Ufe if duly 
(XHifid.wcd, And,. : , 

Flarily Since an ApoA|e of Chrift, in early 
Pays of the ^hurcb, fent Chriftijtns tot inr 
^uire Mter the faith delivered ^on^ the 
9cginDiing, it follows manifeft^y tha|t the 
Apoi]ttCS tbenfi&tves were but Teachers an^ 
Witneflcs of the Faith> and had no Authoritjif 
or Commiilion to make pew Articles of 
Faith* Had it been otherwife, hpw abfqr4 
was'is it in St. Jude to fend Cbrifiians to an 
^aquiry, after the Faith once delivered^ when, 
he and they could not but know that there 
^as ai^aadin^ Authority to ipiake A]:ticle^ 
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of Faith, , and that no fuch Inquiry waa 
vranting, * . i 

The Truth of Ais Ca(nclufiQn may .bo. 
abundiantly proved^by oonfidcring the Cpm^ 
iniflion and Autbwity the Apoftlcs rcceivecl 
from Chrift, and their Condud in the. Exe- 
cution of them T Go yey&yi our bleffed Lord; 
th/o all tie, W^fd^ arid :f reach the Go/pel to 
every Greatwrt^ Mark Kyi. t^. ThejGofpe^ 
dien was the^ Thing committedj to .llicm 
tdbte mghc to &f World, and not to bQ. 
made 6r'to be; aliened t^ themj whkb 
Senfc kf delivered in Til^mSnicJre expr^s 
in St. Mikthew^ fbr^*tft^re- the Words '^fii^ei 
teaching them « obfiriHSXl I'hingi i^haijoever 
J have commanded youy chV''x:wiii; lo. Thcr 
t?romife 'ahnexed; '^jirid ro lamtmthyoutQ 
the End 0^ the lfoiHd('rhxx&, te t^elati\^e tof^ 
their Coto"mifHon, aftd they could de^end^ 
on it no longer than Hvhilft they kej>t Within^ 
the Limits of their Commiflion, whicfevfas 
to teach what Chrift had commanded, '^ • 

When the Time of our Saviour^s leafing^- 
the World drew near, he told hisAp6ftlei 
he woijld not leave them comfortlefsy Imtp^ 
the Vather to fend them' amther ComjvH H 
abide with them for eH)ery Johnlxiv. 1 6; * The 
pffice of this Comforter IS deforibcd, ver: afij 
'■ " .^b^ 
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^he Comforter^ which is the Holy Ghpjly whom 
. the Father ^ill fend in my Namey he J^aH 
teach you all Ihings^ and bring all Things to 
your Remembrance y - whatfoever I have Jaid 
unto you. If then the Office of the Spirit 
was to bring to their Rememb^nce what 
Chrift had faid to them, their Offite, as 
Teachers, could only be to publifh the 
'Dodrine of Chrift. The Spirit was likewife 
' to teach them all Things^ that is, to teach 
them to underftand rightly all Things, and 
to preferve them from miftaking the Mean*- 
ing of what* our Lord faid to them, which 
was frequently their Cafe whilft they con- 
verfed with him on Earth. 

Let us confider, in the next Place, the 
•Condu<a of the Apoftlesi, arid how they 
executed the Commiflion with which, they 
were iptrufted. 

One of the firft Things they did was to 

cleft an Apoftle into the Place oi Judas. 

When they were to chufe an Apoftle,^ wiih- 

•^ut Doubt they confidcred theQualifkafHiont? 

neceffary to the Office ; and for that Reafoa 

St. Peter declared that the Choice was ne^ 

ceflarily confined tafuchas hzA compamed 

with them all the Tirke that the Lord Jefus 

-went in and' out, among them^ beginning from 

A . . w the 
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the B^fm ^ Joim, unto the fime D*y thdi 
h wi$ tMkm up frmwt So diat no MaA 
was otpabk x>f being an Apoftlc, who was 
HkX capable of being a Witntls of tbe Doo 
trims iami Wwks of our bleiTed Lord : A 
^aiB Evidence th<it tht^ir Buiine& Hvas to 
rcpprt the I>o3rinet of Chrift, and ndt to 
^ivicr Do6trines tof tbeir own» Accordingly 
\hc imt Gofpds, publiihed to inftruA thtt 
World in the Chriftian Faith> are an jHiftor^ 
iof. what our Saviour did> taught^ and fu^ 
icrcdf And St. iMke particularly tells us> 
that be wrote his Gofpel, having bidperfe^ 
tJnderfiandsrig of all Things frofn the very 
Jirjl. So that Stv Luke^ in writing his 
<3ofpcl> followed the Rule pre£:ribed by . 
6t; Juik^ and reported the Fmth tnce ide^ 
iivered f^ the Sasnts. 

St. John, in his firft Epiftle genera^ refecs 
iikewi^ to the Beginning and firft Revela- 
tion of the Gc^l to (hew the Authority of 
the Doctrines which he delivered* Hear his 
own Words : Th»t vfbicb wasjrom the Ber 
girmir^i which we h0veheard^ nvbicb we have 
jeen with our Eyesy whi^b wehave looked upon^ 
md out Bands have handled of the Wordof 
Life-T-^that which we havefeen and heard% 
decliared we, wUoyou^ that ye aljo may have 
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JPelkv^ip with us. St. Jobn^s referring in 
this Manner to what h€ had heard and iben, 
to eftablifh bis Authority as a Preacher of 
the Gpfpel, pUioiy fhews that he thought 
bimfcif bound to preach only what he had 
beard and feen, and that he had no Au** 
thority to preach any other Doftrine. . It ia 
obfervablc that St. Joim^ in the Paflage be- 
fore us, fays exprcfsly, that he wrote the 
Things he had heard and feen from the 
Beginning, that thofe to whoip his Epiftle 
canie might have Fellow/hip with the Apples t 
A pljun Proof that a Right of Fellowfliip 
with the Apoftles, or, in other Words, a 
Right to Church Communion, depends upon 
receiving and embracing the Faith (fnee de^ 
Uvered to the SaintSy and not upon any othcf 
Dodrines of later Date, by what Authority 
feever published or declared. 

St. Pauh Cafe was a fmgular one: lid 
Was not caUed in our Saviour*s Life-time, 
and eonfcquently had not the Qualification 
required in the firft of the ASts^ when a new 
Apoftle was to be chofen : He was not one 
of thofe who had cotnpanied with the Apojiiei 
during the T^ime that the t>ord Jefus went in 
and Qut among' them: But if we confidei" 
how this Defc<a was fupplied in his Cafe^ 

it 
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it will juftify the -Obfervation wc are upori 
in the ftrongeft Manner imaginable. 

As St. Paul converfed not. with Chrift in 
the Flcfb, fo neither did he receive the 
Gofpel from any of the Apoftles^ who did ) 
but had it by immediate Revelation from 
Chrift himfelf : So that his Preaching had 
this Apoftolical Charadter, that he taught the 
Things which he had fcen and heard oi 
Chrift. When he was miracuioufly catUed 
to be an Apoftle, to qualify him for the 
Office Chrift promifed to be his Inftrudor 2 
I have appeared uriio thee ^ fays our Lord, fof 
this Purpofey to make thee a Minijfer and a 
Witnefs both of tbefe Things which thou hajt 
fieriy andoftbofe Things in the which I will 
appear unto thee^ h£X^ Xxvi. 16. Accord- 
ingly St. Pauly fpeaking to the Galatians of 
his own Authority as an Apoftle, tells thenl 
that he was an ^pojile not of Men^ neither 
by Many but by Jefus Chrift, and God tbe^ 
jPathery who raifed him from the Deady 
Gal. i. i; And again, in the nth an4 
1 2th Verfes, i certify yoUy Brethren^ that 
the Gofpel which was preached of me is not 
ajter Man s for 1 neither received it of Man y 
neither was I taught it, but by the Revelation 
of Jefus Chrijl. 

J ^J . ' This 
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' This Revehation to St. Paul extended not ■ 
merely to Points of Dodlrine, but conveyed 
to him likewife the knowledge of hiftorical 
Fads : As is pllin from i Cor. xi. 23* where 
fpeaking of the Inftitution of the Sacrament 
, of the Lord's Supper, he fays, I have received' 
of the Lord that which alfo I delivered unto 
you^ that the Lord JefuSy the fame Night 
in which he was betrayed^ took Breads and 
when he had given Thanks he brake it -y and 
{o goes on to give an hiftorical Account of, 
what was faid and done at the laft Supper ; 
agreebg with the Account given by thofe" 
Apoftles who were prefent at the Tranf- 
adion. ^ 

^ From thefe Things laid together it is' 
evident, That the Apoftfes were Witneflcs 
and Teachers of the Faith, and had no 
Authority to add any Thing to the Dodrine 
of Chrift, or to declare new Articles oF 
Faith. 

Now if the Apoftles, (iommiflioned di* 
redly by. Chrift himfelf, and fupported by 
the miraculous Gifts of the Spirit, had not 
this Power, can any of their Succeffors irf 
the Government of the Church, withour 
great Injpiety, pretend to it ? Did the' 
JBifliops and Clergy of the ninth and tenth 
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Centuries know th? Articles of the Faith 
better than the Apoftlcs did ? or were they 
more powerfully affifted byth^tlQly Spirit? 
No Chriftian can think it, or fay it. Whence 
is it then that the Church qi Rome has re- 
ceived the Power they pretend to, of making 
new Articles of Faith, and dooming ' ?tt 
to eternal Deftrudion who receive them 
not ? Can any fober ferious Chriftian truft 
himfelf to fuch Guides^ and not tremble 
when he reads the Woe depopnc;ed by St. 
Paul'y Though we^ or an ^ngelfrom H^eaven^ 
preach any other Go/pel — -- let him be^ccurfed ? 
When the Corruptions of th^ Church of 
Rome were generally felt and complained of, 
and no Applications whatever could prevail 
to obtain any Alterarion -, the V^^f. Of Qwniog 
an Error, and thereby ^^?eakepif^. the Au?*- 
thority claimed, bei^rg more powerful ta 
continue the old Errors, t^tx th^ Force o£ 
Truth, or even of Convidion, was torefbrm 
them J what hod ferious Chriftjalis kfl to 
do^ but to feek aftef , if happily th^y cpuki 
find,' the 'Faith once delivered to ' the Saints i 
to feparate between the old Dd<5lrlnesof tl)e 
Golpel, and the new Inventions of Men 5 
and to build up a Church ^pon the Fcimda^ 

tion 
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tion of the ApoftleSy Chriji Jefus himfelf being 
the head Corner-Stone f 

What has hitherto been fald relates merely 
to the Dodrines of the Gofpel ; to Points of 
Chriftian Faith: In thefc, neither the Apoftles 
of Chrift, nor the Church after them, hjtd 
any Authority, but to preach and publi/hto 
the World what they had received. If we 
extend this farther, and fay that the Apoftles, 
and Church after them, had no more Au- 
thority in any Thing elfe than they had in 
Articles of the Faith, we run into an Ex- 
treme, that can produce nothing but Dif* 
order and Confufion s v^hich muft be the 
E)cftfu£tlon of ail Chriftian Societies, and 
end in making every Man a Church by 
himfelf. 

It may be worth our while to confider 
the Groands of this Diftindtion, as they are 
to be found ini Holy Scripture. 

In the eighteenth Chapter of St. Mattheip 
in the fifteenth and following Verfes, wq 
have this Dire<aion from our Saviour: If thy 
Brother Jhall trefp(^s agalnft thee^ go and tell 
him his Fault between thee and him alone. If, 
hfi jhall hear theei thou hajl gained thy Brother : 
But if he will not hear thee, take iJifiththee one 
cr two more, that in the Mouth of two or three 
y % fFitneJfef 
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Witneffes everj Word may be ejlablijhed. But 
ifhejkallnegle51 to hear them^ tell it unto the 
Church : But if he negleSl to hear the Churchy let 
him be unto thee as^ an Heathen and a Publican. 

In Cafes which fall under this Diredlion 
(and fbme there are without Doubt, or there 
would have been no Direction about them) 
the Church has a judicial Authority, and a 
Right to infli^ the Puniftiaient mentioned. 
This Power may be, and often has been, 
moft flagrantly abufcd : But to fay the 
Church has no Authority in Cafes which 
come under this Dired:ion, is to deny not 
only the Authority of the Church, but the 
Authority of Chrift like wife, who gave the 
Diredlion. : . . 

This Authority of the Church is taken; 
Notice of by St. Pauly and he rebukesihc 
Church oi Corinth for not making ufe of itj 
tofeparate from them the inceftuous Perfon 
who had given Offence not to one, but -to 
all Chriflians. 

But there is another Power which the 
Apoftles had and exercifed, and which thev*- 
committed to thofe who fucceeded them ; 
I mean the Authority of fettling Churches, 
andprefcribing Rules of Order and Decency 
to them. 

;. T If 



' Digitized by 



Google 



DISCOURSE XII. 325 

If we confider St. Paul's Condudl in the 
Difputes which happened iii the Church of 
Corinth^ wefliall fee how carefully he diftin- 
guilhes between his Duty topreach the Gofpel 
of Cbrift juft as he had received it, and his 
Authority in Matters of Order and Decency, 
The Corinthians had been guilty of great Mii- 
behaviour in eating the Lord's Supper, as if 
they had forgot the End and the Ufeof it. 
St. Paul^ to fet them right, givqs them an 
Account of this Inftitution; and here heex- 
prefsly fays, that he delivered tpthem what he 
had received of the Lord: Bu^ in direding 
fome Circumftances of their Behaviour at 
this Supper, he fpeaks in his own Name : 
When ye come together to eaty fays he, tarry 
for one another ; and if any Man hunger ^ let 
him eat at home : And concludes, with re- 
ferving to himfelf the giving farther Di- 
redions at a proper Time: ^herejl^ fays he, 
mil Ifet in Order when 1 come. • 

As heexercifed this Authoriry himfelf, fo 
he committed the like Authority to thofe 
who fucceeded him in the paftoral Care, 
The Epiftles to Timothy and Titus are full 
of Rules or Canons for the Government of 
the refp^divfc Churches under their Care;; 
which were to be fupplied, as Occafion re-. 
Y 3 quired, 
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quired, by Orders of their own: F^r ibis 
Caiife, fays St. Paul to Titus, I (^ft tbee in 
Crete, that thou fliouldjl Jet in Order the 
Things that are 'wanting, and ordain Elders 
in everv City. 

Which Particulars laid together manifeftly 
flievv, that there was a Power or Authority 
in particular Churches to fettle Matters of 
Difcipline, Order, and Decency fqr themr 
felves; and that there were no Rules of 
|his Kind of uniyerfal Qbligatipn to, all 
Churches. 

As the ApoftleSj confidered fingly ^s com- 
p-iiflioned and infpired Teachers, bad nq 
Authprity over the Faith, neither had they 
when met together in Council : Fpr the 
Dodtrine and Gofpel of Chrift could no 
more be altered by his twelve Apofties, thaq 
it could be J3y one of them. We have hut 
pnclnftance of ap Apoftolic Council, vyhicl^ 
yvas held at ^eruj^alem-^ and Proceedings of 
it are recorded in the fifteepth of the ASis 
of the Apoftles. 

The Matter here controverted, and fettled 
|3y Decree of the Council, was plainly a 
Matter of Governrrient and Difcipline ; and 
pot of (he Subftance of Faith 5 and it was 
determined by prudential Coiifiderations, 
^ ' ' arifing 
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aPifing from the Circumftances of » the 
Chriftian Church at that Time, The Cafe 
wias this : St. Paul hid coiiverted many 
among the Guiles, and fettled feveral 
Churches in ^a. The Jewijh Chriftians 
infiftcd that the Gentile Converts fhould be 
circumcifcd, and obferVe the Law of Mofes. 
Paul and BatnabaSy Apoftles of the Gentiles^ 
withftood this Demanil of the *Jew$y and 
had, as the Words of the Text are, no fmall 
Diffenfton and Difputation with them. They 
agreed to refer the Queftion to the Apoftles 
and Elders at Jerufalem ; and thither they 
Went. The Council being affembled, the 
Gale was opened with much dijputing on 
both Sides: Then St. Peter rofe up, and 
declared his Opinion, and the Reafons of it 5 
He remincis them, that he himfelf was the 
Perfon chofen by God to be the firft Preacher 
of the Gofpel to the Gentiles, and that God 
had given a Token bf his accepting thq 
Gentiles^ by giving them the Holy Ghoft, 
even as he had given it to the Jewijh 
Chriftians, and put^ as his own WorcJs are, 
no Difference between us and them^ purifying 
their Hearts by Faith*, and then conpludes 
agaiiift layihg the Burden or Yoke of th§ 
i?aw of Mofes upon the Gentile Converts, 
: V4 §tt 
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., St* Pefer's Argument is drawn from the 
Cafe of Cornelius y to whom he was fent, by 
exprefs Revelation, to preach thq Gofpel. 
Cornelius was a Gentile ^ no Qbferver of the 
Law of Mofes\ nor was St. Peter ^ whenferff 
to preach to him, inftrudled to require of 
him Obedience to the Law of Mojes : And 
yet in this State God accepted Cornelius an4 
his Houihold, and the Gift of tjie Holy 
Ghoft was poured on then?. And St. Peter's 
Conclufion is, that fince God accepted Cor- 
nelius and his Family, without calling them 
to the Obfervance of the Mofaic Law, the 
Oblervance of the Jk/(^/VLaw was not a Con- 
dition to be impofed on the Gentile Converts. 
; After St. Pefer^ Barnabas, and Paul gave 
an. Account vvhat Miracles and Wonders 
God had wrought among the Gentiles by 
Uiern ; which was ftrcngthcQing St; Peters 
Argument, by {hewing that what had hap- 
pened in the Cafe of Cornelius had alfo 
happened in many Inftances during theii; 
Miniftry among the Gentiles, 

St. James^ Bjflipp of JerufaJemy fpeaks 
next : He approves the Reafoning of St? 
Peter ^ . and fliews, from the antient ' Pro- 
phecies, that the Call of the Gentiles into 
the Chprcli of^Chrift waSj^frpm the Be- 
ginning, 
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ghining, the Defign of Providence :^/&^r^- 
fore^ fays he, my Opinion is^ that we trouble 
not them J which from among the Gentiles are 
turned to God. 

It is manifeft that this Reafoning extends 
to every Part of the ceremonial Law, and 
that the Gentiles were bound no more by one 
Point of that Law than by another : And 
yet we (hall find that in the Conclufion of 
the Council fome Points of the Law of 
jMofes were required to be obferved in the 
Gentile Churches, 

It is one Thing to be bound to obferve 
the Law of Mofes^ as Matter of neceffary 
Duty ; it is another Thing to comply with 
fome iParts of that LaWj upqn Motives of 
Chriftian Charity and Prudence. It was 
lawful for the Gentile Converts to live with- 
out obfeiving^ny Part of the Law of Mofes; 
but though all Things are lawfuly yet^ as 
St. Paul fays, all Things, are not expedient—^ 
all fhings edify not : And again, J\^at com" 
mendeth us not to God-, for neither if we eat 
are we the better ^ neither if we eat not ar( 
^e the worfci i Cor. viii. 8. 

This being the Reafon of the Cafe, the 
jCircumftances of the Chrrftian Church qf 
that /Time weighed with this Apoftolical 

Council 
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Council to require of the Gw///f Coavcrts 
a Compliance with fbme Particulars of the 
Mo fate. Law. St, James^ who opew this 
Advice, gives the Reafon of k: He con-. 
fiderecU that in all the^ Cities whfire Gentile 
Churches had been planted, ther^ were 
yewijh Converts likewife, who were w^wfi 
of the Law, and would hold no CQn>mu- 
nlcation with the Gentiles who eat Blood, 
Things ftraqglcd, and the like ; and there^^ 
fore, unlefs the Gentile Chriftians complied 
jiiTuch Particulars, there muft b« an irre- 
concileable Divifion in the Church of Chrift, 
to the Lofs of that Charity, on which the 
Gofpels fet fo great a Price* 

St. James therefore,, after declarinjg his 
Opinion that the Gentile Converts were not 
bound by the Law of Mofes^ propofcs how- 
ever to write to them to abftainfrom Pollu- 
tion of Idols ^ and from 'Bornication^ and from 
"Things Jirangledy and from Blood: The 
Reafon he. gives in thcfe Words j For Mofes 
of old T!ime hath in e^etf City, i. e. in the 
Cities where G^/t///^ Churches wefe planted, 
them that preach him, being read in the Syna- 
gogues every Sabbath. From whence it is 
evident, that the Injundions of the Council 
%Q da^ Gemik Converts were founded upon 

prudential 
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pudentitl Confiderations with refpeft to 
the Jews ; and the Matters ordained by the 
Council were Matters of Difcipline apd Go- 
vernnient only. The Paflage underftobd in 
this Senfe contains a very ftrong Argument 
to juftify the Decree of the Council 3 for 
the yews having been born and bred under 
the Law of Mofes^ could not eafily be per- 
fuaded to depart from it 5 and therefore, 
unlefs the G^;^?/7^Chriftians could be brought 
to avoid giving them any Offence, there 
could be no Hope pf P^^ce in the Chriftian 

Church. 

The Reiafon upon which the Decree of 
the Council is founded accounts for the Con- 
jduift of St. Paul m like Cafes. When he 
circumdfed Timothy ^ it was becaufe of the 
Jews which were in thofe Quarters : And 
when he came to Jerufakmj St. James pre- 
vailed with him to purify himfelf according 
to the Ufage of the ^ews. The Argument 
made ufe of by St; James was the very fame 
with that ufed by the Council ; Ihou Jeejl^ 
Brother^ how many Ttboujands of Jews there 
are which believe^ and they are all zealous oj 
the Law. ; do therejore this which we fay to 
thee^ that all may know that thou walkeft 
orderly and keepejl the Law. This was going 

a greater 
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a greater Length thaa the Couircil had gone 
with refpedl to the Gentiles, as touching whom^ 
^l.. James fays,. wehai)e written and concluded 
that they obferve nofuch Thing, fave only that 
they ^ep themfehes Jrom Meat offered to Idols ^ 
and from Blood, and from Things firangled^ 
and from Fornication. 

There is a Queftion that arifes from this 
Cafcj to know why the Particulars mentioned 
are iihgled out, when xh^Jews were flrongly 
attached to other Points of the Law; 

But, ifyouconiiderthe Cafe, the Reafbn 
for thisPJftinjftiQn. will evidently appear : For 
as the Concern was to prevent the giving 
Offence lo^t Jews, and thereby to preferve 
Peace and Charity in .the Church of Chrift, it 
was neceifary to guard againft the Pradlices 
which open to every body '^ View in the com- 
mon Occurrences of Life. A J<?'Z£;cpuld never 
be prefent at the Table of a Chriftian without 
having forne Security that he fliould not meet 
with Things offered to Idols, npr with Blood, 
nor Things ftrangled J other wife all Inter- 
courfe between them would be cut off:. And 
though St. JanfeSi upgn the Principle of the 
Council, per{iiaded St. Paul to purify him- 
fclf,,yet that had Relation to St. Patf^h par- 
ficjilar C^ircumftances j and the fame^Advice 

w 
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would not have been given to any other 
Chriftian who was a Gentile Believer; for it 
was not the Intention of the Council to re- 
commend the Rites and Ceremonies of the • 
Law to the Gentile Chriftians. 

But the great Difficulty in this Cafe is to 
know what is meant by Fornication, which * 
fe^ms to. be an Offence of a moral JCind, arjd 
in which the Jews had no particular Con-r 
cern : How therefore it fell under the Di- 
region of the Council is hard to fay. 

It is certain, that if we underftood For- 
nication in the common Senfe of the Word, 
and as it is vulgarly ufed with us, it can 
have no .Meaning in this Place, it expreffing 
a Thing that had no Relation to the Matter- 
under Confideration of the Council, . 

In refpeftto Things offered to Idols, and 
Blood, the Jeips were not only forbidden the 
Ufe of them, but were forbidden lilcewifcall. 
Communication with tbofc that 4id ufe them, , 
-though they were Strangers, and not bound , 
by the Law of Mo/es : I /aid unto the Childrtn , 
of Ijraely No Soul of you (hall eat Bloody neither . 
Jhall any Stranger that fojournetb among^ you 
eat Bloody Lev. xvii. 12; It is no Wonder 
thereforiC that the ^ewSy who were zealous 
for the Law, thought all Communicaiioa; 
3 forbidden 
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forbidden with thofc who allowed them^ 
fclves th« eating of Blood. 

They had the fame Ground for treating 
in like Manner thofe who partook of Meats 
offered to Idols, which I need not fpcnd 
your Time in provin g. 

The Word iro^vsict, which we tranflate 
Fomicatiofiy has a gfcat Latitude, and in- 
c\&&Qi in it all carnal Imparity: Atid 
whoever confiders the abominable Lewdnefs 
which made Pai*t of the Worihip paid to the 
hriathen Idols, T^ill not think it ftrange to 
find the Worfhip of Idols and Whoredom 
joined together in the Decree of the Council. 
Nor is this peculiar to the Council ; for if 
you look into the Writings of the New 
Teflament you wiH fee them joined together 
in like Manneri Thus in the Firlft of the 
Corintbwns : Be not deceived ; neither Fornix 

caters mr Idolaters fhatl inherit the Kij^/km 

p/Gody cb. vi. ver. ^. And in the Revela- 
tions of St. "^dm : But I haw a few Thirds 
again/i thee^ hecaitfe thon hafi there them that 
hold the T>oBrine af Balaam ^ who taught Balac 
ta cafta StumMii^^dock before the Children of 
IjraeU to eat Things facrifia^du^tp Idtpls^ and 
to <:ommt Fornication^ ch. ii. vcr; 14. And 
thus, ver. ao* Notmitl^andingi I have a few . 

Things 
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TAfag-i againft thee^ inut^ thmfaj^ereft that 
lHmQiL^ye:iebei, nvtick calkib betfeif a Fn- 
fUtte^i U teacb and *0 Jedact to my Servants to 
cefmmi^ornkatkHy'Ond to eat firings facrifked 
unto Idoh. Agreeable to this Notion Idolatry- 
is ftyted Whoredoih in the Old Tcftament; 
a^fdi t*E« gt^t PbWers which fpreaji Idolatry 
in the \yorid were chiaraderi^ed' under the 
hnatge tjf a great Wh'orte : In which Manner 
of fj>eaking the Writers of the Old Tefta- 
ment had led the Way ; and no body is at a 
Lofs tounderftand their Meanings when they 
charged the People with going a Whoring 
after other Gods : And there is as. little Reafon 
to^mifunderftand the Council j for what more 
have they done, than to forbid Idolatry, and 
aft the Impurities that attended it ? . 

Wtlat has been iaid in few Words (very 
few, 'the Importance of the Subjeft conli- 
dercd^) may fliew us the Foundation and the 
proper Bounds of Ohurch Authority in Holy 
Scripture ; and thiey fhe w us at the fame 
Time the true Foundation upon which our 
Refbrmation from the Church of Rome 
ftands. If the Church of 'Rome afks us, 
why we have departed from fome Articles, 
^hich they account Articles of Faith; our 
Aiifyver is, becaufe they are no Part of the 
• ' - 'Faith 
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Faith once deU'Oifred to the Saints: If they/ 
urge us with the Authwity.of the Church 
which has received them 5 our Anfwer is^^ 
no Churc|i has> nor have all Churches to- 
gether, any Authority tq make Artictes pf 
Faith 5 that Cbrifi Jefus was the jifitber and 
the Fini/her of the Faith, tp which not^iBg. 
can be added, from which nothing can be 
taken : If they afk us, why we have dif-' 
carded much of their Ceremony and Difci- 
pline ; we may, without entering into the 
Merit of particular Cafes, anfwer, that the 
Church of England Has as much Autho* 
rity to appoint Rules of Order ajid Difci-. 
plirie for their Members, as the Church of 
Rome has for theirs 5 that thefe Rules have; 
been fettled upon prudential Confiderations 
of the Circumftances oif England, of which 
the Church of England was a far bettpr 
Judge than the Church of Rome. But, 

Secondly, If, according to theApoftolical. 
Rule in the Text, we are to contend for the, 
Faith once delivered to tbeSaints,ihc Quefltipn: 
will be, where we are to find this F?iith, 
and how to diftingui/h it from the Addition 
of later Ages? 

When our Saviour came into the World, 
the Cafe of the Jewijh Church was in this 

refped 
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rpfpeft^ the. fame with ours : The Evil had 
been Iqtig growinig, a^d^flie anti^ntPfophets 
had taken Notice of it. In th^ Pxophet 
Ifaiqh Gqd reproves, ^^h^ Nation - for this 
Crioie^ That their JFmr tois^ard^ Joim was 
taught by the Precept of Meriy ^ ch. ^^ocxix". . 
ycr. ij. But yeti, 4>otwithftandiag ithjefe 
Admonitions, in pur Saviour's^ I^P}^^; ^he 
Traditions were in fuch Efteem, that/they 
wcF? appealed'tojn' every Cafe as adecifive 
Autj^ofity : And tjhe. Scribes and Pharifees 
were, fo fecure in thjs Point, that ihey chal- 
lenge our Lordtoanfwer thisQueftion, Why 
do thy Difciples trauf^refs the tradition of the 
Elders? Matt. XV. 2. The very Queftion this, 
which is daily put to us by the Church of 
Rome^ and the darling Point infixed on by 
their En^ifTaries, by which they fcare igno- 
rant People into a blipd Submiflion to their 
Authority. But hear our Saviour's Anfwer 
to the Qjjeftion, when put to him : Why do 
you alfo tranfgrefs the Commandments of God 
by your Tradition ? A Queftion hard to be 
anfwered, and which the great Rulers of 
the Church of Ume fhould confider well ; 
for they are muph concerned in it. 

If the Church pf Rome pretends to have 
received by Oral Tradition Dodrines derived 

Vol. IV. Z originally 
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originally ftom the Apoftles, the Jcwijh 
t)o£tors had the fame Plea, and referred 
their Traditions up to Mojesy from whom, 
as they fuppofe, they received them, by an 
Uninterrupted Succeffion continued to their 
own Times. 

The JevJs had the Writings of Mofes and 
the Prophets, and the Church of Rome has 
the Writings of the Apoftles and Evange- 
lifts : But neither did the Jews allow their 
Scriptures, nor does the Church of Rome 
allow theirs to be a complete Rule; but 
both recur to Tradition to fupply what 
they fuppofe to be wanting in their facred 
Writings. But now confider how our 
bleiied Saviour treated this Pretence of the 
^ewijh Church, and it ^\\\ be a very good 
Direction to tis how to behave in a Cafe 
which is fo Very much the fame : He fpeaks 
' of them as human Inventions ; as Doctrines 
bi their own, and not Do<ftrines of God : 
Laying a fide the Cofhmandment ofGod^ fays 
he, ye bold the Tradition ofMen^ Mark vii. %. 
find slgain, vcr. p. Full 'Well ye rejeSl the Com- 
mandffient ofGod^tbat ye may keep your cwn 
Tradition. In the following Verfes he (hews 
them how their Tradition cpntradifted the 
Law of Mofisy arid then tells them, Tou make 

tli 
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the Wi)rd of. God of none. EffeSi through your 
Tradition which ye have delivered -^ mariifeftly 
confidering the written Law of Mofes as the 
Commandment of God, and the Traditions 
of the Elders as the Law of Men, and of* 
their own making. 

Mofes and the Prophets make the Scripturd 
of the Jews^ and to them our Lord cpn- 
ftantly appeals : He bids the Jewsfearch the 
Scriptures j tells them, they err^ not knowing 
the Scriptures ; and when the Pharifees put a 
Queftion 16 him concerning Divorce, tempt- 
ing him, his Anfwer isj What did Mofes 
command you ? And when he told the Pha- 
rifees, that oil the two Commandments, of 
loving God and our Neighbour, hang all the 
Law and the Prophets^ he plainly told them, 
that the Law and the Prophets contained 
the Whole of their Religion, and that they 
had no other Rule to go by : For had he 
confidered the Traditions of the Elders as a 
Rule of Religion, be muft have reduced 
them to his general Precepts likewifc. 

In the well-known Parable of the rich 
Man and Lazarus, our Saviour has in the 
Perfon of jibrahant fully determined this 
Point. The rich Man defires that Lazarus 
may be fent from the Dead to warn his 
Z 2 Brethren 
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Brethren thit they come jrot to that Pface 
of Tdrme*nt: \ASraFafrr rtfaks this Kequeft 
for this Reafon, Becmife his' Brethren 'wanted 
no Means to iriftruft them in the right Way. 
What was their Rule 'then }- Ahraham tells 
him, They have Mofes and the Prdphets -, let 
them hear them. 

•' The Application of this Cafe is fo eafily 
made to our own, that there is hardly any 
Reafori to infift on it particularly. The 
^ewijh Church had Mofes and the Prophets, 
and abounded with Traditions of their own, 
taught and received as eflential to their Re- 
ligion. What our Saviour thought of theif 
Traditions, what of the Law and the Pro* 
phets, you have heard. The Cbriftian 
'Church like wife has th^ Apoftl^s and Evan- 
gelifts ; they have alfo too many traditionary 
DoiSrines, which have no Feittidation in 
Holy Writ: What are we to do then? 
Do we want better Authority than that of 
our Savipur tonej^a the Traditions of 
Men, and to hold faft the Do^inedf die 
Apoftks and Prophets of the Gofpelj that 
is, as St. 7^/^ exhorts qs, to ant^for the 
' Faith once deiivered to the Saims f 

DISCOURSE 
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Rom AijT'S, xiii. f, ' r . 

Let every Soul be jubjeSi unto the h!0>ef^ 
Powers. For t berk' is no Power' but oj 
God: The Powers that be are trdatned 
of God: 

?0^§^5^"5W^ E have, in .this and th,e follow- 
y^ ing Ve^fes, the D;u!y which 
J(* Subjefts i)we to the^r temporal 



k.V^&^ Ooverosr^,. both taught and 
/. T maintained by fevcral Reafgr^s 
and Arguments : Jbe.^enfe and Pjropriety 
of which Argum,ents=Glj?arly to.mijic^ftand,' 
'it will be neceflacy forj.ws to confiderthe 
\Circumftaoces of the T^^ andjRl^^and 
'Peffort&ltiere .concerned* ^, .'.,-<;■ 

l!bere>.is- po Appe^^aoe jn, ^be vCryipel 
\lh.at- 9m ,Saviowr.,intej>4s4 X9 m^^ ?"/ 
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Alterations in the Civil Governmients of the 
World He came upon another Errand, of 
quite a different Nature ; He never purpofcly 
enters upon theSubje^ of Government, th^t 
/ being no neceflary Part of his Doftrinc j but 
treats of it only as he was |ed by particular 
Dccafions. 

In the twenty-fccpnd Chapter of St. Mat^ 
thew, we find a captious Queftion put to 
him by the Pharifees, Whether it were lawful 
to paj^ Tribute to the Raman Emperor, or 
noti \The Queftion arpfe from hence: 
There was at that Time a Sed among the 
y^wj, who held it to be unlawful to pay 
any Tribute to the Roman Emperor, or tq 
yield^ any Obedience to his Laws. The 
Author of this Opinion was Judas of Galilee ; 
Ivho, vvhen the Roman Emperor ordered the 
NatioRtobc taxed, ratfed upon that Account 
ai great'' Rebellion J perftiaded the ^People tq 
'fiahd^by their Liberties, and nottotubmitto 
fuch^'a'M^rk of Slavery, as paying of Tri- 
bute'i' The Fate of this Man is relatedfuUy 
\>y y^fbusi and is - mentioned lifkewife by 
Gamaliel in j4^s v» 37. jffter this Mm roje 
up'^tH(is ^f Galilee^ M'tbe Days oftbf faxing, 
fMjireyif away much People after Mm : Be 
*a1/o per^/J^eJ, and allf ei^en as many as obeyed 
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himy 'were, difperfed. But though they were 
for the prefent (Jiiperfqd, yet by Degrees they 
gathered Strpngtb, and were the Authors of 
many Troubles 5 and in the Reign of Claudius 
were ftrong enough to favage j^nd deftroy 
many Places i;i Samaria^ Their Pretence 
for Freedom was, as we learn from St. Chry-^ 
foftom^ that they were the Servants of the 
Lord, and therefore Qwcd no Subjedtion to 
any human Creature ; that they were the 
Freemen of God, and ought not therefore to 
be the Slaves, or the Subjeds of Men. This 
Se£t went by the Name of Galiteansi the 
Author of it being of that Country, as like^ 
wife many of his Followers, 

Now it is well known that this Was a 
Name by which the Chriftians went in the 
firft Ages; They are mentioned under -this 
Name by feveral Heathen Writers; and that 
it was in Ufe among all who fpoke con^ 
teroptuoufly of Chriftand his Religion, even 
fo late as in Julian % Time, we leain from 
his Writings ftill remaining, where he often 
fpeaks of the Chriftians under the Name of 
Galileans. And henbe it came to pafs^ that 
the Chriftians going by the Name of Galikam 
were generally thought by the Heathens to 
entcrt^n the (Hme Opinions with the Sefl: of 

7^^ th*l 
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that jSiame^ thatisj they were taken to be 
Men of ftditious Principles, wlib VefufeJ 
Obedier^cp to earthly PrlhCcSj andf were for 
lttt;H)Jg,ijljp,,an indepentient Governnaent of 
their o\™ . . Thus when Teriul/iaWic 'Orator 
^ccuik^^uPaul^ hV charges him' with being 
a pejliient FeUQ'w*a^ Mover ofSeliift'on among 
all the J0J^, tbrougBout the 'f^ortd^^ and a liing-> 
leader c/lBe Seci o/th NazarenciiK^s xkxv. 5 , 
Of this Calumny we "find "the. unl^elicvJng 
yp'^vs alfo making their Advantage ;V^^^ 
the Chriftiar.s j for ttiu« they , apQufe them 
to the Magift rates- of ^^^^^^<?j^ who 

have turned the Wot^id^t^fide dgypn ar^ ccmc 

UffcKjTjthis Ground) t|?ei\/ il^^^as^hajt, th« 

Pharifees.pat that^^^djaus,.Q^ftio^ to our 

SavidUFs Is it , /a^ul^^qx^fl\riijjtf^ to Ca/ar ? 

hopingi:n(y:I>o>>btjto \mQr^\i^^{Qmip^n^ 

whereof to have' iitipgai^Jjed.hifn fb^^fgre th^ 

Romam Q0v§r4aor, . . ,The Coltedor^^ ^. T^x 

feeta Ukfcwife (o bqisc^^ the Yaa;i^ J.^^I^ufy 

conccrmiig our SaviQ,i^^>; wljen ia the feven- 

tecnth of St.. Matthe'm H^ey .jpcjuiija^of St. 

Pettr^ whether Ms 'Mafter woulfJifp^jTrir 

bute, or no ? for iijji&. ;, probably.,. 1^^ their 

Qudlidn that they.\<(K)feQur Lx)r<i^i^ one 

6f the new Teachers,, "i^ho fetup in Defiance 

to 
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to thd kb^an Em|>er(«-<rTo whkdi St. J?rt^, 
ahfWe'i^/-2^i. • And oiJ#= Saviour^ thtaig^ii^, 
iDt}mates^''ffiat hfc toaghit to have been cxf- 
emptcd*ff6m payiRg'Trlbirte, yet, iaiawing 
what 8Al|>lck)ns thtrS Avere doficer iiing^hia^j 
^iid Triiiit'Ufe W6tfRl'%a«: be^fi^idteof hk 
Reft#, ^i6rt[trt^ ^^t; ^te^ fo g(^ to Ac, Scju 
and talt^n Hookj and take the Fifli thafc 
fliotiM ebmeup, ariddpen his Medtfei uitete 
he ^outa find a Pids^c cyf Money : That take, 
fayshre,* arid giveifetm iisT^ribifft ForraccaDd 
yoM^f.kfl 'wep>ttfd^&ffendthem. - ' v ; 

Now/ though odr Saviour s JBufinefs was 
not either tO' limH or to enlarge" the' Civil 
Govtt-iitiients of the WoHd, ycrtbi^'Scsmdal' 
Which' he and Ws^fciplcs lay otrder, wged 
bo1h'^ihi\hd them to vindicate tli^mfelves; 
and to't^achtheirPblioWers fuch,^bddience 
and* SiSfiniiffion ^'thte ''%W'^lWir^ as 
might teavcf no Prctenee-for' fucb >ff« Accu* 
fatioh j" Accordingly, our* Savi^vrt*' having 
drawls i Confeffion fr&rii the Hiarffedi; that 

tbe.THiyiite^onef ^.^^^e<* *^ ^'^'*i -^^^ 
fwerS, xfiat they {lldtlh*^V«»^ ^^C^f^ ih 
fbikgi^hjcb "weri (^^rk/ -.\ ,; > . . 
' That the'Ap'6)ffl6slifeewife ha^ Keterebce 
li the ia'rtie ScahSSJ Mtt prcffih^ tJbeaience 
oi" all Kinds upon 1h«& "Difciplesi ^wheflier 
' confidered 
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346 DISCOURSE XUl 

confidcf cd las Subjedts^ or Servants, or Wives, 
or Children,, is evident from hence, that they 
almoft always clofe ^bcir Inftru(5tions of this 
Sort with -this Argument, That the Word of 
GodhcnOthlafpbemedqt evil fpokenof: An 
Argumcbt which in its qwn Nature has no 
Bearer Relation to Civil Obedience than to 
any other gpod Work 5 and it iS;;asrpi:oper 
to exhort Men to Temperance and Sobriety, 
to Charity;; rand othci; the like Virtues, that 
no Scwdal may be brought on the Golpel, 
as it is to exhort, them to Ot)edien<;e tp their 
Superior^; Thi^ Motive therefore being 
almoft ever urged in ; the Cafe of Ob^edi^nce, 
ftiews plainly that the-Chriftians wrc liable 
to Reproach in thi§ Cafe more, than any 
other, Qur Lord bids St, P^/rr pay the 
Tribute, J?A fays he;^ weJlpoul^.$£iud.them: 
And tbtt§ St. Fauly \xihf,% Epi[ftle .to 7itU5^ 
ch./ri. >W-i £• prders .TiVoi. to^, ajd^Bpnifh 
fVives U.M obedient to thiroivti Ht^ahds^ 
that tke/J^ordof God,^e^mt bUfpbeme2\ and, 
ver. 10-^^ to exhort Servants to be obedient to 
tUir PWi^Mffier^y an^tofeafe thf^^dl in 
all I'hingSy that they, imy, adorn the ppSfrine 
ffQodour Saviour in. ailSbings. : So Jifcewifc 
\a the ,fii:ft£piftle iQrSmot^^ ch^y*^" ver, i, 
thp Appftle gives this /^^jiorfatioiV; Z^f' ^f 
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DISCOUlRSE XIII; 345^^ 

maji^ Servants as mc under the , 2^^ . tifuft^ 
fbeir cwn Majiers worthy ^faflHMouri.2Liidi 
then Jie repeats the forementione<l ?.ca(bn,, 
Thai the Name of Gstd and his DoSirimbe nat 
iJafpbemedr Thus likeivife St. Peter.p^Cfwg 
Obedience to Goveraors, gives thi3 Reafoa 
for iU For Jo is the Will qfGody\that. ^itb 
iwell'dding ye may put to Silence the Igmrame 
pffoolijb Meny i Pet; ii. 15. that is, of fuch 
Men as ft^ndalize theDcarine of theGofpel, 
^ if it taught us to claim a Freedom incon* 
liftent with theObedience that Subjeds and 
jServants and Children owed to theipyelpedive 
Superiors: And, with regard to this abufed 
t^otipn of Chriftian Freedom, the Apoftle 
jidds, in the very next Verfe, As freehand 
not upi^ your Liberty fir a Cloak of Mali-^ 
pioufnefSy but as the Servants of God. Befideis 
thefe ..Reafons, drawn from the- Apoftle 
pwn Writings, to fhew with what View 
they fo frequently infifted upon, and incul- 
cated Obedience of all Kinds, we have to 
the fame Furpofe the \xprefs Authority of 
St. ^ercpi and St. Chri/ojim. St. Jerom, in 
Jlis Conament upon the Epiftle to TituSj at 
t^efeiW'ords, Put them in Mind to be fiibjeSl 
to Prjyfifi^l^ies and Powers^ gives tl^is R<afon 
yiky ^^ V^PPftl^^ t^?r^j ^^^ elfewhei;^, infifts 

m 
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eni ihe^^ligdtioti^v.whrch'.Cfariftians. wkc, 

Uiaiife^ 'iikid tMtpHts ■dogma aJbacvigeBat, et 
t^ehat fiiirmos fiSUitsrei^'-Becaufc tb^.DeC' 
trine ■opfudast^' Qdiilet yet fr.evailed at' that. 
Time, andhaditioftyFoihwers. ■ St. Chryfaflamt 
ki bis'^Gommeat jipon^tfae diirt^entii of the 
JS(i«K««r«te<ac!hes u)6.the.&iAe Tlik^:; tKjw yx^ 
iroAo's ire^iefip^o^yoi 'i9^fiir\ "T-tfc*^*^ xout 

itta:Maji{.^1rw^-^jtt!^p)i(U^a^J^t Time 
pn^;fy?i(^t^St aml.-tk^ji>eir Rrioai^lcsAnd 

^^V|t^ei5fnpe>Y.-j?ibi>{i?jB^ to ijKV*^ , a more 
,thaT7 ;fi^_ipaiy .phc4|Cjpcp to their Maftcrs 
.and G^iVjsrnprs -.jThpriJ^onour of GhFJftand 
(^e.Qpfpel WIS. j»^rJy -concerned in rheir 
jP4^a\HPVf,' ^^^lich^^ogglpt to b> dearer to 
,them.lJ»a thek^iviC$p,,,iMid tt) cutwei^ ajl 
^Otfief ,<3pi>fidq»iti<^sj^hatever j and tlier^fore 
-they ;. Qj^t-.tQ lipar every Thing rather than 
^ivgjwiy Umbrage' to.rt^e Enemi?s p^ }^^ 
I Qpfoei, by pret^dihg'upon affjj Accooiitt, 
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bow Jilatjffible foever,' to wfthrtatfd fef C^bm- 
mamfsiof thf^r raWful^^oycrnoi'S'l ' And for 
this? Rekfbn'St. P<7«/niore efpeciany labours 
th6 Point, when he wrhes to the Chrlftlans 
at Rohi'e, which was; the ordinary Rdidence 
- of thd Emperor, ancJ where atiy the leaf! 
Difonlet woul^ be the foonett tai:cn Notice 
of, and moft improveci (o the Pfejudfce of 
the Gofpel. And if you examine what Sc* 
Paul has taught' concerning Obedience and 
Subjedion to the higher Powefs, you will 
find it anfwer exadlly to thefe Circum (lances 
now fet before you, and to be built upon 
Reafons purpofely adapted to convince the 
Error of the G^///f^/?J and fome judaizing 
Chriftiaris, and to require fuch an exacfl and 
fcrupiilous Obedience, . as might clear the 
tjofpel and its Profeflbrs from the Scandal 
thrown on them by the Heathen World. 

Let every Soul^ fays he, befubjeSl unto th 
'higher Powers. This is the Dodrine laid 
down in Oppofition to fuch as taught that 
there were no higher Powers who had any 
Qaim to their Obedience, but that they were 
under the immediafe Government of Gbd, 
and therefore owed no Subjedion to Mart. 
The Apoftle fupports his Dodrine with Ar- 
guments peculiarly adapted to combat the 

Error 
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3SO DISCOURSE XIIL 

Error he oppofes, as you will perceive in thd 
following Words: For there is no P&wer^ 
%s he, but of God: The Powers that be are 
ordained of God. As if he had faid, You 
argue that you ought to be fubjeit to God 
only, and to acknowledge no other Power 
or Authority but his. What you fay is true : 
But fo far is this Reafon for exempting 
you from the Subjedion to temporal Power^ 
that, well confidered, it will prove juft the 
contrary : For the Power of the Magiftrate 
is a Power delegated from God, and there-* 
fore more efpecially to be regarded by thofd 
who pretend in a peculiar Manner to be the 
Servants of God* It was obvious to object 
againft this Reafoning, That the Powers then 
in being could not be the Powers ordained 
by God, becaufe they fo evidently thwarted 
all his Purpofes : They had put to Death 
..the Lord of Life ; they persecuted his Fol* 
lowers ; they were the Supporters of Supcr- 
Aition and Idolatry, and the main Obftacle 
in the Way of the Gofpel : To prevent 
which Surmifes the Apoftle purpofely adds, 
^e Powers which he ^ di S'-c S^Ai l^wlai the 
Powers which now be^ are ordained of God^ 
Prom thefe Pofitions he draws the Coefe- 
quencc in direft Oppofition to the Principles 

&ffd 
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D ISC O U R S E ^m. ^5t: 

ind PradHces of thofc who were'D^fpifersi 
of Government : Wbofoever th&efort refiftetb 
the Power refiftetb the Ordihance of God. To 
refift the Ordinance of God was certainly 
inconfiftent with their Profeflion whd pre- 
tended to dedicate themfelves to the Obe- 
dience of God ; and fo entirely, that for that 
Reafon they would own no Obedience to 
any one elfe, left they (hould feem to fet 
op another to (hare with God in his Right 
to their Service. The Apoftle fo far allows 
their Principle, as to argue from it, aftd 
fhews them, that they cannot refift theCivit 
Power confiftently wjth their Refblutions of 
obeying God 5 becaufe fubmitting to our 
earthly Princes is Part of the Obediencft 
which God requires from us. If we in- 
quire in what particular Senfe the Rulers 
of the World may be iaid to be the Ordi- 
nance of God, and to derive their Power 
and Authority from him ; we fhallfind that 
the State of the World requires that therfe 
fhould be fome to rule, invefted with Power 
to prbteft the Innocent, and to defend the 
Weak from the Violence of the Oppreflbr : 
And therefore Government is agreeable 
to the Will of God j and to pretend ah 
Exemption from, it would be afting in Op- 
^ pofition 
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pQfitkfivrlo. hk WSJir sid4 .the Or^pr 9( hH 

vAs.iome pi^ndeclto withdr^jw^tljeir Obe- 
diJMiCft:&ofn the dPr^e, becauffr)tticy had 
hem rop4e .?art^ff<f ^f Jhe Fr^cjam pf the 
GofpJBl-5 jfo ptb«i:sj,,}KJip were- i{i;%. State of 
Servitude, thought tjjqy had ^ Rjg|it to 
throw ^ their Bondage, fuppofing a State 
of Sktvery to be incpufiftent >yith the Liberty 
of the Gofpel of Chfift : They H'pot upoa 
the ftme Rcafon which the oth^^ did, and 
pleaded their Relation to God and Chrift as 
a fiill Rek^fe froW':th9 Coaditiop of Slaves, 
The Apoftle ther^re ufes the l^rjac Way of 
arguing to them, aiid exhorts them to yield 
Obedience to their Mafters as qnto the 
Lord, as unto God j fhewing them that 
their Mafterfe, with refpedl to temporal 
Affairs, ilood in the Place of God; and 
they were therefore to fubmit unto them as 
unto God. Thus, in the feventh Chapter of 
the firft Epiftle to the Corinthianf the Apgftle • 
lays down this general Rule, J^es every Man 
abide in the fame Calling wherein he is called ; 
that is, as he explains himfelf, whether be 
be Serv^tnt, or whether he be free, let him 
,ijot think that his Condition is repjignant to 
his Religion : If he be Servant,, let him fb 

continue. 
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continue. Servants^ fays he, in the fixth of 
the Epbefians, he obedient unto them that afe 
your Mafters according to the Flejl^^ - isiith Fedr 
mtd Tremblingl in Singknefstf your Hearty 
as unto Cbrift*, not with Eye-Jer^ice as Men-* 
fleafers^ hut as the Servants of Chrijl, doing 
the Will bf God from the Heart: with Good^ 
will doing Service^ as to the Lord, and 
not to Men. The fame is repeated j with 
feme faiall Variety of Exprfefllon, in the 
third of the ColoJJians t And in i Tini% vu he 
treats of this Matter with fome Warmth, 
find affirms, that this Dodtrine of Obedience 
is the Law of God j and that whoever debies 
it confents not to wholefome Words y evin the 
Words of our Lord Jefus Chrif^ and to the 
DoSirine which is according to Godlinefii 
hut is proudy knotting itothirig^ doting about 
^ejii&ns and Strife of Words^upfoJingGatfi 
to be Godlinefs. In ^11 which it is plain he 
refers to the Opinion of fUch as tiught thit 
the Gofpel had introduced a perfect State of 
Freedom, diflblving all the antient Ties be- 
tween MafterS and Servints : In Oppofitioa 
to whith, he teaches them, that their being 
Chriftians fhould make them better, not 
Worfe Servants j for that they ought to obey 
from the tiefert, as ferving God, apd not 
VohAV. A a Men. 
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354 DISCOURSE Xlll. 

Men. St: Peter likewife ufes the fame Argu- 
ment with the fame View : Submit yourfelves 
to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's 
Sake^ Hence then it is plain, that the 
. Apoftle's' Argument is direded againft thofe 
principally, who were for diffolvipg all the 
Obligation between the Prince and the Sub- 
jecSt ; who were for making Religion the 
Cloak of Difloyalty, and forthrQ\ving down 
all Power.and Authority of earthly Princes, 
upon the fpecious Pretence of fetting up the 
Lord Jcfus. And therefor^, as to the Original 
of the Prince's Power, we may, upon the 
Apoftle's Word, affert it to be divine, as 
being derived immediately from God,^ and 
ufed and exerciled in his Name, ^ and by his 
Authority. 

To proceed : The Apoflle nfes a fecond 
Argument to enforce his Dodrine laid down 
at jfirft in the Words of the Text, Let every 
Soul be fubjeB to the higher Powers. And 
here the firft Doubt is where the Argument 
begins-, for the Words immediately follow- 
ing thofe laft treated of may either be taken 
as the firft of the fecond Argument, or as 
a farther Conclufion drawn from the firft: 
And they that refijljloall receive to themfelves 
Damnation. If they who rcfift the Power 

do 
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dorefift the Ordinance of God, it may cer- 
tainly be affirmed by evident Confequence, 
that they who relift fliall receive to them- 
felves Damnation ; fo evident a Confequence, 
that it can lofe nothing of its Force, though 
thefe Words ftiould not be underftood to 
contain it, but fhould be taken as introducing 
a new Argument, as upon the Whole I in* 
dine to think they ought to be taken. For 
the Words immediately following contain a 
Reafon of fomething going before; For 
Rulers are not a Terror to good Works ^ but 
to the Evil: But this will not prove that all 
Who refift (hall be damned j for Rulers are 
not the Judges in the Cafe of Damnation : 
iSut if we underftand the Apoftle in thefe 
Words, All who rejijijhall receive to them-^ , 
felves Damnation^ as entering upon a new 
Topic, and fetting forth the certain evil 
Confequences which even in this Life fhould 
attend the Seditious, who would render 
themfelves juftly obnoxious to the Powers 
of the World, and be liable to their Cenfure, 
it then very properly follows. For Rulers are 
mt a Terror to good IV or ks^ but to Evil. 

To fhcw that the Language in the Ori- 

p;inal admits of this Scnfe, or that the pre- 

fent Dirifion of Vcrfcs is no Authority on 

A a a enc 
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one Side or the other, is a Labour I may 
well fave mylelf in this Audience. Let u^ 
go on then to confider the Argument : It is 
drawn from the common Topic of Hope 
and Fear, and rcprefents to us the Danger 
of difobeying our Governors, by fetting before 
tis not only their Power, but their Right 
and their Duty to punifh, when we refufe 
to acknowledge their Authority : And, by 
{hewing the Prince's Duty to punifli fuch 
Offenders, in confequencc of thcCommiffiort 
given him by God, it tacitly warns us td 
exped no Protection from God agaiitft thcJ 
juft Anger and Indignation of our Princes; 
fince in punifhing the ftubborn Offenders 
ihey do but execute the Will andCommancf 
of God : In which Cafe it is abfurd to de- 
.pend upon any Afliftance or Prote<ftion from 
him, in Oppolition to his own Authority 
delegated to earthly Powers. 

The Gofpel does, in every Page, encourage 
its Difciples to bear up againft the AfHidlions 
of the World, to rejoice when they arc per- 
fecuted and evil ihtreated, and to be exceed- 
ing glad, becaufe their Reward ftiall be great 
in Heaven : But, left thofe who fuffered as 
feditious Subjedts fhould entertain thcmfelves 
with thefc Hopes, the Apoftlc takes care to 

rcprefcnJ 
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rcprefcrit the Prince as a&ing by the Will 
and Power of God, in punifhing fuch Of- 
fenders. What Fruit then could thofe Suf- 
ferings yield, vvhich were not only the EfFed: 
of Man's Wrath, but alfo of the Juflice of 
God.^ St. Petery on the fame Subjeft, has 
evidently the fame View before him : If ye 
be reproached^ fays h^^for the Name ofChri/i^ 
happy are ye ; for the Spirit of Glory and oj 

God rejieth on you But let none ofyoujiiffer 

as a Murderer J or as a ThieJ^ or cis an evil 
Doer: For as he had before obferved, IVkat 
Glory, is if, if when ye Jhall be buffeted for 
your Faults ye take it patiently ? 

St. Paid's fecond Argument therefore is 
not a tx\crq prudeptial Motive to Obedience, 
ihewirig us what niay prabably he expefted 
from an angry Governor j but goes farther, 
and teaches that we Jfhall not only fuffer, 
but alj(b deferve to fuffer; which every 
Chriftian ought rather to fear than the Evil 
itfelf; The. particular Steps of the Argu- 
ment are as follow : 7hey that rejljl (hall re^ 
(eive to themfelvei Damnation^ U e,, Punifh- 
ment, or Judgn^ent. The RcafpA follows : i^ 

^or Rulers are nqt <? Terror to good Works, 
^ut to the evil. ^ It is plain here, from the 
t'Qfce of the Inference, that, by good Works, 
A a 3^ QbedienQ^ 
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Obedience is cipecially meant -, and, by evil 
JVorks^ Refiftance y for otherwifc the Apoftle s 
Reafon will not contain the Proof of his 
Dodrine ; For it is not certain that thofe 
who refift (hall be puniflied, becaule Rulers 
are a Terror to evil Works, uqlefs Refiftance 
be meant, or included, in evil Works : An4 
yet the Apoftle is now difputing with thofe 
who thought the Gofpel juftified them in 
not fubmitting to their Governors, and who 
could not therefore think the Refiftance here 
fpoken of an evil Work. Does he then 
beg this Point, of all others in this Con- 
troverfy the moft material ? No : But he 
builds on the Strength of his firft Argument, 
where he had (hewn, that whoever refifts 
the Power refifteth the Ordinance of God j 
which is enough to prove Refiftance an evil 
Work: Which being proved, he goes on 
to fhew the Prince's Power over fuch Workers 
of Iniquity : Wilt thou then^ fays he, not he 
(if raid of the Power ? Do that which is good^ 
and ihoufhalt have Pr(^ife of the fame. This 
was a ftrange AfiTertion, if undcrftood of 
good Works in general : St. Paul kne^ 
furely, that to obey the Gofpel, to rejcd 
Idolatry, to renounce the polluted F^afts oJF 
the Gfntiles was to dp good ; yet hp knew 
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that thofe who did fo, far from having the 
Praife of the Rulers, were daily punifhed 
and tormented by them : He knew that to 
preach the Gofpsl was a good Work ; and 
yet he knew that he for fo doing had beea 
in Perils often, in Bonds arid Imprifonments, 
and in Danger of his Life. How then could 
he aflure his Converts, that if they did that 
which was good they (hould have Praife of 
their Rulers, when they felt the contrary 
every Day? But this Difficulty vanifhes, if 
we take Good in that limited Scnfe in which 
the Apoftle ufes it : Rulers, fay he, are not 
a Terror to good Works, but to EviL It natu- 
rally follows, Do that which is good, and thou 
Jhalt have Praife oj the fame. It is evident, 
by the Courfe of Reafoning, that the Good 
in the latter Part of the Verfe muft mean 
the faoie Thing With good IVorks in the 
firA Part ; and I obferved before, that the 
Apoftlc's Argument neceffarily required that 
hy good Works, we (hould efpecially under-* 
ftand the Work of Obedience : Confequently 
when the Apoftle fays. Do that which is 
goody his Meaning is, Pay due Obedience. 
And then his Propofition is univerfally true .• 
For Obedience is a good Work ; and, let 
Princes be vvhat they will^ they will always 
A a 4. praifo 
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praife and encourage Obedience: Which is 
one good Reafon for obeying, in all Cafes, ' 
as far as we cap ; for y/t are fure to get this 
by it, a quiet Life, at leaft. 

Befides, this Expofition fuits with St. Pauh 
jnain Defign } which was to inculcate Obe- 
dience to the higher Power. What othcf 
Good then could he properly recommend 
on this Subjed: ? Temperance, Chaftity, 
Charity, and all other Virtues, were out 
of this Queftion : Obedience was the Thing 
doubted of^ If the Apoftle then keeps to 
his Point, the good Thing he recommends 
muft needs be the Good of Obedience 5 and 
the Word in tl^e Original, which is rendered 
by the Word Good in our Tranflation, is ap-j 
propriated both by St. Paul and St. Peter t^o 
denote the Good of Obedience, in Oppolition 
to the evil Spirit which fet a Qovernment at 
nought. The Promife made to Obedience is 
in thefe Wofds, Thou/halt have praife of the 
jame. What is meant by Praife^ may he 
vrnderftood by the parallel Place in St. Peter^ 
who fpeak« of Governors fent for the Pu^ 
nijhments of evil Doers ^ and for the Praife of 
fbem that do well: Where Praife, being op- 
pofed to Punifhment, muft denote Protedion 
and Encouragement; which are the only ' 

" , ' prope^p 
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proper Rewards which good Subjeds caa 
expeft from their Governors : And fo it 
fignifies in the Place before us. And this 
will help us to underftand the following 
Words: For be is the Minifier ^f God to 
thee for Good. The Apoftle had promifed 
R^vard to the Obedient : He fupports it by 
this Reafon ; For he, the Ruler, is the Mi-- 
nifier of God to thee for Good. To be a 
Minifter for Good then, muft denote his 
being appointed by God as a Difpenfer of 
Rewards $ or elfe the Argument is lame : 
For, if any other Good be meant, the Con- 
fequence is falfe; for it does not follow, 
that the Obedient (hall be rewarded, becaufc 
the Prince is a Minifter of fome other Good; 
which is no Way related to rewarding the 
Good : But if he be appointed by God to 
difpenfe Rewards to thofe who do well, and 
if Obedience be the good Work, I have 
then good Realbn to expedt Reward for my 
Obedience. ^ 

And this Senfe will appear undeniably to 
be the true one, by comparing the former 
and latter Part of the Verfe together : For 
the Apoftle goes on, But if thou do that 
, which is evily be afraid} for he beareth not 
the S^ord in vain. Th?n he adds the very 

fj^mc 
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fame Argutpent which he had ufed before ; 
, iw" be is the Minifier of God : A Minifter 
for what > He had before, where he treated 
of him as a Difpenfer of Rewards, called 
him a Minifter of God for Good : Here he 
fpcaks of him as a Difpenfer of Punifhment ; 
he fliould therefore have called him a Mi- 
nifter of God ^r Evil: But that was too 
harfli an Expreffion ; and therefore he iifes 
a Periphrafis inftead of it : For he is the 
Minifter of Gpd, a Revenger to execute Wrath 
Upon him that doth Evil. This fhews us 
how to expound his being a Minifter for 
Good, that is, a Protedor and Encourager 
to him that doth well. Compare all the 
Parts, and I think there can be no Doubt. 
The Evil are threatened : Why ? Becaufc 
the Ruler is the Minifter of God : The 
Minifter to what Purpofe ? He tells you: 
A Revenger 10 execute Wrath upon him 
that doth Evil. On the other Side, the 
Obedient are encouraged to expedt Reward 5 
Why ? For the fame Reafon j becaufe the 
Ruler is ^ Minifter of God for this Purpofe 
alio; And, cqnfequently, a Minifter fo?'j 
Good muft denpte i Difpenfe^r of Gpod to 
]iim that dqth Good* 

Wh^t 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC ' 



DISCOURSE XIII. 363 

* What Good we arc to expcft from Kings 
und Governors St. Paul has told us; re- 
quiring that we Ihould pray far Kings, and 
for all that are in Authority ; that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable Life, inallGodlinefi 
and Honeftyj i.Tim, ii. z. The Peace and 
Quiet of Society is the very End of temporal 
Government; and, when it is duly promoted 
by thofe in Authority, then have they a juft 
Claini to be eftecmed as Minifters of God 
for Good to the People ; who, in Return 
for this Good received of the Prince, are 
bound on their Part to yield Obedience and 
Submiffion ; which is the Thing will entitle 
them to the Praife and Protection of thofe 
in Authority over tbcm. 

Thefe are the two Arguments by which 
$t.P^«/fapports his Do(9Tine of Obediences 
Th^t I have rightly divided them he himfelf 
fhall bear Witnefs, who in the next Verfe 
fums up his Reafoning in thefe Words 1 
Wherefore ye mujl needs befubjeSiy notmtlyfor 
fFrathy but alfofor Confcience Sake. You fee 
he refers to two A|:gumentSj and two only; 
One drawn from Wrath^^ one from Con- 
fcience. The Argument from Wrath re- 
fpeds the prefent Life and the Magiftrate's 
^ower : For the Wrath of God is included 
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in the Argument from Confcience, which 
indeed is no Argument without it ; for what 
is Confcience, where there is no Fear of 
God ? You muft then fubmit for Wrath, 
becaufe the Magiftrate has the Pow^r of 
Go4 to execute Wrath on him that doth 
Evil : You muft fubmit for Confcience j for 
he that refifteth the Power rcfifteth the Or- 
dinance of God. The fixth Verfe contains 
no new Argument ; but mentions a parti- 
cular Inftance of Obedience, the paying 
Tribute J which is therefore particularly 
mentioned, becaufe, as I before obferved, it 
was the very Ground of this Difpute. 

I have but one Thing more toobferve up- 
on St. Paul, which is, that under the Duties 
of Subjedlion he comprehends not only thofc 
owing to Kings and Princes, but thofe owing 
to every Superior, nay, thofe owing even to 
our Equals : Render ^ fayshe, to all their Dues \ 
tribute to whom Tribute is due ; Cujlom td 
whom Cufiom ; Fear to whom Fear\ Honour to 
whom Honour \ and concludes with this gene- 
ral Exhortation, Owe no Man any Things but 
to love one another \ referring even the Duties 
of Love to this Head of Subjedion. I men- 
tion this pow for the Uf? J fhall rpake of it 
hereafter. 

It 
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It is plain that the Apoftlc's .Concern w^s ' 
with fuch as denied even the Right of Go- 
vernment, and were .for being every Man 
his own King: It. was not therefore before 
him to confider diftindly the Meafuresand 
Limits of the Power of earthly Princes ; nor 
can the Argument be extended to reach this 
Point. He afferts the Magiftrate to be or- 
dained of God, and the Rulers Power to be 
the Ordinance of God: But it will not from 
hence appear what are the Limits of^ihrs 
Power; for all Power ordained by God is not 
infinite, nor of the fame Extent. All our 
natural Powers are ordained By God, and he 
has divided to every Man as feemeth beft 
to him. The leaft Power is his Ordinance, 
as well as the greateft : And therefore the 
Extent of Power cannot appear from this, 
that it is the Ordinance of God ; fince all 
Power> whether great or little, is ordained 
by him. Nor has the Scripture, that I know 
of, ever meddled with this Point : It has 
commanded Obedience to all Governors, and 
left us the Laws and Conftitutions of our 
Country to know who they are, and what 
they are. 

The Apoftle, in teaching this DoQrine, 
was chiefly concerned for the Honour of the 

Gofpel^ 
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Gofpel, and exhorted to Obedience, that th^ 
Name of God and of Chrift might not bd 
tiafphemed* Had St. Paul taught thd 
Chriftians at Rome^ that the Emperor was 
ordained by God for their Good, and that 
they were bound to obey him as long as 
he was good to them, and no longer 5 would 
this, do you think, have cleared them of the 
Scandal they lay under of being Enemies to 
Government ? would they have had Praife 
of the Power for this Dodtrinc ? No: It 
would rather have juftified all the Re- 
proaches caft on them, and confirmed thd 
Powers of the World in the Opinbn, that^ 
if ever Chriftianity prevailed, their Authority 
muil fink. 

I cannot conclude my Difcourfc without 
taking notice of St. Pete/s Dodtrine upon this 
Subjedt. His Epiftle is directed to the 
Strangers fcattered throughout divers Coun-* 
tries : For ia the ninth Yearof the Emperor 
C/amb'us^ th^ Jews, under which Name the! 
Chriftians were comprehended, as is plain 
from the eighteenth of the j^ifs, were ba- 
nifhed Rome for Tumults and Seditions occa^ 
fioned by their Difputes. This Banifhment 
is mentioned by Suetonius, and the Writei? 
•f the ^i in the Place laft qiioted. St^ 

PeUt 
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Peter therefore, in his Epiftle, was neceflarily 
to mention and prefs Obedience, the Want 
of which had occafioned their prefent Di- 
ftrefs. Thus then he exhorts his fcattered 
Flock : Dearly belcvedy I befeech youy as 
Strangers and Pilgrimsy abflain from jiejhlj 
hufis which war againjithe Souly having your 
Converfation honeji among the Gentiles ; that 
whereas tbeyfpeak againji you as evil Doers i 
that is, as difobedient Subjects, which is alfo, 
aslfhewe8, St. P^«/'i Notion of evil Doers; 
they may by y out goodi Works ^ which they be-* 
holdy glorify God in the Day ofViJitation. 
Then follows the general Precept :. Submit 
yourfelves to every Ordinance of Man for the 
'Lords Sake ; whether it be to the King, or 
to Governors } and the like *. 

Here 

* If we compare St. Peter and St. Paul together, an4 
confider the Subjcft they were upon, we fliall find it nc* 
ceflary to take the ra a^aSov in the reftralned Senfe here 
mentioned : For what other Good could they mean, con- 
Meady with their Argument and their Subjcft ? for the 
only, evil Thing which they bad to contehd with was an 
Oppofidon to allGbvernment in general; the Good 
therefore they would recommend was neceflarily to be 
SHbmifllon in general. In the hn^t reffarained Senfe 
•St. Peter fometimes ufes «aAoy, ch. iL Tcr, 12. l^c, Hva 
iv i HoTcO^co^iy vfxuv uq nooKmoiw^ U ru9 MOkOfSfTUv kto^ 
ftiia-avre^y hia^uo'i Tov0Eoy svrifJti^ ixicxoinig, Atver, 15, 
and atver. 20; it plainly appears thta ayakTToiti^h equi- 
valent 
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Here then St. Peter is fuppofed to hav* 
determined the great Point, and taught us 
that Kings are the Ordinance of Man, made 
by the People : If he has, I am fure he has 
contradidled St. Pauly who has exprefsly told 
us, that the Powers which be are ordained of 
God: Which clear Dodlrine of St* Paul 
fliould, I think, make us cautious how we 
expound St. Peter to a different Meaning. 
St. Peters original Words are xacriiaVOgwTr/yiJ 
xT/Vgr* How they came to be rendered tf 
every Ordinance of Man, I pFofefs myfelf 
not to underfland. Kt la-ts Cgnifics fome* 
times in Scripture a Creature, and the Ad* 
jeflivc joined with it lignifies human : Ac- 
cording to which St. Peters Doctrine is 
plain ; Submit yourfelves to every human 
Creature, or to every Man, for the Lord's 
Sake. How jct/Vx^ av^^orn-m fhould fignify 
a Creature, or any Thing elfe made by Man, 
I know not : 'Ay6g«7r/V)j tropx is not Wifdom 

vaient to neikoitoiuf^ and that both Expreflioos meao a 
general Submiilioii to Government. We meet with the 
fame Word again in the Courfe of the Argument,, ch^ ilL 
^ yen j, itc. where St. Peter having mentioned the Duty 
of Submiflion, which Sarah paid to Abraham, exhorU 
Wives to follow her Exarnple, whde Daughters- thejr 
were, araBmoSceu ; which he explains by vTroreurffifAsvek 
ToT; i3/oif Salfprnn, So that there can be no Doubt of the 
Vfe of tht WO(d in this Place. 

made 
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made by Man, but the Wililom whicH Man 
has, given hi hi by Gdd : So >cr/V« dv^^ooTchn 
is hot a Crfeature made by Man, but an 
human Creature : Arid that this is St. PeUr\ 
f rue Meaning will appear from thc^ whole 
Tenor of his Difcourfe. It is ufual with the 
b'eft Writers to let down the Dodrine m 
general Words, and then to deduce the Par- 
ticulars : This is St, P'etef-'^ Method in the 
Place before ils : Submit, fays he, yoUrilblves 
to every human Creature. This is the ge* 
heraj Point, He immediately defcend^ to 
Particulars ; He begins with the King, as 
fupreme; goes from him to Governors ap*- 
pointed by him: At the Eighteenth Verfe 
he comes to Servants, whom he cohimahds 
to be fubjeit to their. Mafters with all Fear; 
When he has done with them, . he goes to 
wives, ordering them ttJ be ih ffubjeflion to 
their ow« .HiHbands. All thefe f^arVicul^rs 
are plainly Jncluded in the general Rule; 
And, confeijuently, there is as much Realon 
to iay, from St; peter ^.X^iii the Hufband of 
every Woman h xiiade by the People, as 
that the King of every Country is : Nay, 
Sh Peter goes lower y aind, as a Precept de- 
ducihie fr(nn his general Rule, he eomhiandl 
ps to tovc the Brotherhood : So that J may 
Vol. IV, B b aa 
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as well fay that I made my Brother, becau fe 
I mufl love hiqi, as that I made my King, 
bccaufe I muft obey him, I obllervcd to 
you before how St. Paul derived the Duties 
o( Subj[e<3ion fo low as to the Love of one 
jinother : St. Peter ^ you (ee, does the fame, 
St* Pauh general Rule is, chap. xiii. yer. 7. 
Jiender to all their Dues : St. Peters is, SuAt 
ffiit to every human Creature. St. Paul con- 
cludes, yer. 8. Owe no Man any Things but to 
love on? another : St. Peter : cji. v. yer. 5, 
Tea, all of you befubjeSl one to another. You 
fee tjie lame Reafoning ip both, that botlj 
take in all Degrees of Puty jnto the Poftrine 
pfSubmlffion. 

You fee how nearly the Apoftles agree ; 
|f St. Paul has faid, that the higher Powers 
are ordained of God ; has not St. Peter fai4 
as much, by tellipg us, that fo is the Will 
pf God, that with wellrdoing ^e may put 
to Silpnce the Ignorance of fobjifli Men ? If 
St. Patil has faid, vve piuij obey for Conr . 
icience-fake j are vft not under the fame 
Obligation, by knowjng, from Stf Peter^ that . 
pbedience is the Will of God ? 

'f'b.e Coipmpptator^ have given thetjifelve? 
I^nnfce^ary Jrpul)!?, jp inauiring into the 
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Charaders of the Px'-inces at the Time thcfe 
Epiftles were written 5 for the Difpute was 
with thofe who rejecfled all Sorts of Govern- 
ment, whether they were under good or 
had Princes i With the temporal Rights of 
Princes they meddled not. St. Peter, who 
wrote to the Difperfed in /ifia, where the 
povernments had always been defpotic, ex- 
horted them, in the firft Place, to due Obe- 
dience to the King, and then to thbfe who 
where put in Authority under him: Whereas 
St. Paul, in writing to.the Romans, where 
the Form of Government was not fully 
eftabliftied^ being in the Hands of the Em- 
peror, fometimes with and foaietimes with- 
out the Concurrence of the Senate, made 
choice of an Expreffion that has avoided 
that Difficulty, and direfts Obedience to be 
paid to the higher Powers, without deter- 
mining who they <vere ; which was a Poinlf 
in which he had no Right to interpofe his 
Authority. 

I {hall leave this Subjeft without drawing 
any Confequences, excepting one only, for 
the Sake. of which I entered into this In* 
quiryj namely, That the Scriptures are not 
to he tortured to fpeak in Favour of one 
Bh % Side 
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Side or ftnc«hef ; fcr they ftand clear of all 
Difputes abqiU ;thf Rights of Princes and 
Subjcds ; ^ that fuch Dtfputes miifl be 
l^t tp be decided by Principles ofnajtural 
Equity an^ tbc C<wftitation$ of the Gauntry .^ 
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Genesis xviii. 19/ 

For I know bim, that be noill command bis 
Children, and bis Hou/bold ajter bim; and 
they /hall keep the Way of the Lord, to do 
Juftiee and Judgment j that the Lard may 
bring upon Jbrabam that noUth be bath 
fpokenofbim, . 

H E Words of the Text ar<? the 
Words of the. Lord concerning 
Mrahamy the Fa^er of the 
Faithful J, and they corffaite ibe 
Reafon wby the Ivcii4 madfe 
Choice of -<4^rtf)6»«r, todiftSirtgtti(h-.ljtitW ft-orti 
the Reft of the Woi:l4 tQ mak^ of, bito 
A grefit and mi^fy Nation;, *..]^3;at«)J} K) 
whoen fliogad b& ^^fwmtp4 ?k Qracle$:- <^ 
God. Abraham, fays the Lord in the. Verfe 
Bb3 before 
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before the Textj Jhallfurely become a great 
and mighty Nation y and all the Nations of 
the Earth Jhall be blejfedin him. 

It has been Matter of great DifRcuIty with 
carious Inquirers to affign the Reafons of 
God's particular Regard to Abraham and his 
Pofterky, to whom he made htmfctf known 
in a very particular Manner, wbilft the Reft 
of the Nations of the Earth were permitted 
to continue in Ignorance and Superftition. 
I intend not to exanxme all the Reafons that 
have, or may be a:fligned for this Difpenik- 
tion of Providence ; but, fince God himfelf 
has been pleafed to give one Reafon for his 
particular Regard to j^braBamy h highly 
concerns us to confider it, as holding forth 
to ^ us the very beft Inftrudlion by what 
Means we qiay render ourfelves acceptable 
to Gcki, and draw down a Blefling upon 
ourfelves and our Pofterity : Abraham Jhall 
furely become a great and mighty Nation ; and 
all the Nations of the Ehrth Jhall be Ueffed in 
him : For I know bim^ that he will command 
his Chik^^ and his Houfkold after him % and 
they Jhall keep the Way of^ the Lord, to dh 
yujiice and Judgment i that the Lord may 
bring 4ipon Abraham that which he hatb^^oken 
0j him^ v^ - *- • 

- - —M/- You 
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You fee now the Conriedtion of thfe Tejtt' 
tififh the Vfirfe that goes before It, a(nd thd 
Reafon given for the diflingui/Iiing Mercy 
beftowed on Abraham: God faw that Ahra-^' 
bam would (b rule and gdvefn bis Childreri 
and his Houfhold, as to make them keep 
the Way of the Lord, and do JuftJce and 
Judgrtxentj and therefore he determined to 
raife him into a gredt dnd niigbty Natiotii 
This Reafon is plainly founded on thefe 
Two Propoiitions^ and fiippofesthe Truth of* 
them, "Ott^. Firft, That it is the Duty of every 
Father and Maftef of a Family fo to com-*^ 
mand hi^ Children ind Houfhold^ that they 
fliall keep the Way of the Lord : And/ 
Secondly, that the fame Duty is incumbent 
on the Governors and Magiftrates of alt 
Nations. If you fuppofc that the Virtue? 
commended in Abraham is proper only to 
Fathers and Mafters of Families, and ha& 
ito Relation to the Duty of a public Ma- 
giftrate, the Reafon given in the Text for' 
making Abraham a great and mighty Nation 
is a very abfurd one : For, if the Magiftrater 
has nothing to da to command the Ob-' 
fervance of the Wdys of the Lord, Abra-^ 
batrfs Difpolition fo to govern and command" 
Could be no Reafon - for making him fhtf 
• ' Bb4 UuA 
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Head of a grca* Natk^n : Najf^ k woaleJ 
rather be a very g^ood ^Icafon ta keep all. 
public Authority, out of bis Ifiands : For, if 
th€. Magiftf ate ti;2^)greffcs the Liraite of his 
Authority, \^(hcnfxq: be ufes \\n Authority 
fpr the Prcfcrvatiorj .of Religion, IQ raife a 
lyiap to ha thf Head of a Nation becaufe 
jfiKi' forefee he .\M!U fo ufe'hjs^uthprity, is 
to raife him to be a Magiftrate h^c^Hfe you 
forefee h^ will tran^iefs the.Ljti^t^ of his 
^Qftroiffion* SiucethfaGpd:b0§ dp<;lared 
1^,^? raifcd jibraba^xs^ be agieat Naripor 
llQca^f^ he fpreiaw: t^a^ hcj wpttld comm^pd 
tfepf? w^er his Authority t(> keep the Way 
oftlr? Lprdjhc l^a^ at the fan^c Tipije de- 
clared, it to be tl>e Duty of every. Magiftrate 
{q to commaod apd govern tfcie Nation, the, 
great Fan>ily cpmmitted to bis. Care, t-bat 
thf Ways of the. Lord, ib^^ Juftice and 
Judgment may hq ob&rved. 

It has been Matter of great Diippte, 
whether Governmenlt is derived from the 
Paternal Authority, and isoply theExtenfion 
of it, or from the Coufcnt and Choice of the 
PflOple:, A Point o( greater Curiofity than 
Ufej fince t|pfc. Rights of Nation? will bp, 
determined by their rci^E^diye LajW6 apdt 
Vfagosj.gwd Japt by the Specutlfatiops.pf Phi- 
Iv.Ii " , . . lofophers. 
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Ipfophers, But, as to the '^afe pf Virtue 
and JSleligion, it is evident, that, every Ma-' 
giftrate's Duty, with refpedt to his People, ' 
is the fame witl;i that which every Father 
naturally h^s with refped to his Childre;i 
and Houflioldv Abraham was therefore to 
be made a great and mighty Nation, becaufe 
hje would command his Children and Houfe- 
hold to keep- the Way of the Lord : A ma-, 
nifeft Proof that the Care and Command, 
which he exercifed as Father of the Family 
was proper to be extended to whoIeNations ; 
otherwife this Care, over his Family could be 
no Reafon for extending his Authority pvec 
a great arui qaighty Nation, And indeed the . 
Magjftrate's Care with refpei^ to the Reli^ . 
gioh of his People, arjd the Fathers wit I;, 
refpeft to the Religion of hia Family, are 
fo mu(;hthe fame, that they muft neceffvily 
ftand or fall together ; for both have tjie. 
fame Reafdns to (apportthem, and both are 
eq^ually - liablcr to the fame Objedions. If the 
Father of a Family has his Authority from; 
(jod, a^nd j:ules Qver ngl; oiily his owh Chil-^ 
4r.ei;i,^ but the Servant^ and , Creature^ ojt the 
Almiy[i|y^^^ apd oughf. tj^erefore to. havp a 
Concern ipr (^d and JL^ligroo, is the Cafe' 
of tLc '^^ift^atp (liferent ? Are;/nbt .' Yixi]^ 
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Subjedts alfo the Creatures and Servants of 
God ? and is he not the Miniftcr and Vice- 
gerent of God, and therefore bound, in the 
firft Place, to have Regard to his Honour, 
who is the common Mailer of him and of 
his Servants ? If the Happinefs of a Family, 
and of every Membcf of it, confifts in a due 
Conformity to the Principles of Virtue and 
Reafon, and it be therefore the Father*s 
Duty, even out of natural Affeftion to his 
Children, to guard them againft Vice and 
Immorality, is the Happinefs of a Kingdom, 
and the Members of it, lefs concerned in 
the Virtue of the People ? or ought a Prince 
Jefs to regard the Welfare and Profperity of 
his People ? Turn it wrhich Way you will, 
the Arguments are flill thefame^and equally 
applicable to both Cafes. 

If you objed to the Magiftrate*s Authority 
in Religion, that temporal Rewards and Pu- 
niihments are improper to be employed in 
the Caufe of Religion j are they not equally 
improper in the Hands of a Father, as of a 
Prince? If the Subjeds have Rcalbn to 
dired them, and ought therefwe to be left 
to thcmfelves in all Matters of Conference ^ 
are not your Sons and your Daughters rea« 
fimable Creatures too? and have tbcy not 

the 
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the fame Plea to make to exempt them 
from the Authority of a Father ? If Reli- 
gion be fomething internal, and of which 
the Magiftfate cannot judge, becaufe he 
knows not the Heart of Man ; is a Father 
better qualified to judge the Heart of his 
Son or Daughter than the Magiftrate is to 
judge the Hearts of his Subjedts ? In every 
View the Objedtions are equally frivolous^ 
or equally ftrong in both Cafes. 

From the Text, thus opened and ex- 
plained, I fhall take an Occafion to inquire. 
Wherein the Care of Religion, as well 
public as private, doth confift ; and to juftify 
the Means which are ncceflary.to the Sup- 
port of it. 

Ifweconfider the Nature and Difpofitioti 
of Mankind, we fhall eafily perceive, that 
TwoThings are efpecially neceflary to guard 
the Practice of Virtue and Religion, In- 
llxudlion and Corredion: One, a proper 
Remedy for the Weaknefs of the Under- 
ftanding; the other, for the Perverfeneis 
of the Will. Where thefe Two are joined 
together, where the fame Perfon has a 
Right tpinftrudt and corredl, the InftrudlioQ 
is properly authoritative ; and this i^ the 
Cafe both of Parents and Magiftrates: And 

therefore 
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therefore Abraham^ ^ Care for hie Family, 
which without Doubt included laftiu^lion, 
is exprefled by the Word Command: J^ wUl 
command his Children and bis Umjbdd^ that 
they Jhall keep the Way of the Lord. And the 
fame Precept, given by God to the Children 
'oilfrael for the Inftrudtion of their Pofterity, 
and which is called teaching their Children 
in J)eut.xu t^. is, in ch. xxxii. ver. 46. 
called Commanding their Children : And be 
faid unto them^ Set your Hearts unto all the 
JVords which T tejlify among you this t>ay ; 
'V)hi€h ye jhall command your Children to ob^ 
ferve^ to do alt the Words of this Law. 

This Duty Frinccs cannot perform pre- 
fonally to all their People; and therefore 
there has been an Order of Men fet apa(;t 
10 this Work in every civilized Nation io 
the Wof td : And, upon the Foot of Natural 
■Religion, there is no Queftion to be made 
but that the fupreme Power in every Nation 
has a fiill Right to appoint and conftitute 
thefe public Teachers and Minijfters of Rev 
ligion. The People of Rtme had as gpod 
^a Titk to chufe Pricfts as to chufe C.oafuls j 
and had their Religion been right, np Fault 
could have been found in the Confiitution of 
l&cirPrtcfthood, But this Right was under 

* "^ • th« 
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tlje Law of Mofes limited to one Family; 
and the Priefthood under the Gofpel is con- 
fined to fuch Methods of Conveyance as 
Chrift and his Apoftles have appointed or 
approved: And. the Chriftian Priefthood 
being in all Chriftian Nations owned and 
eftablifhe^ by the Public, they have the 
Commiflion and Authority of the Magiftrate. 
for the Edification of the People. 
^ The, Power of Correftion is proper to be . 
preferved in the Hand of the Ma^ftratc, 
and is never better applied than fot tho: 
Pumftimcnt of Wickednefs and Vice, aixL 
for the Maintenance of tiu? Reltgioft and* 
Virtue. 
. As ^thcfe Mediods arc nei^efiary for thd . 
promotijpjg ajid prefefving the Virtue dt 
Nations^ apd eft:9bU(]iiipg public Happincik 
and Xf^Q^^UUty^ whick fo^much depend oi). 
it^ fo af e they likewife i^r the good Qo^ 
vermneiit and Icoprovemeat of private Fa? 
roiliQs : Aqd every Fath^r^ by aattiral Rig^ 
has Powe^ tp iqftri}^,: aftd witbm:pioprr 
IUftndAt& t0 Uife Gorreifibn, for the Gpoci 
a|ui:^^^ o£ dio^ ilfider Im Cafc. 

As to Inftrudion^^ qeK^fidered&pocalie^ftQmt 
. Correftion, he muft be a great Friend to Li* 
bertinifin who has any Thing to objed againft 
" ^ ' , it. 
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. it. Some have thought, that fince God has 
-given all Men Reafbn to diredt them, all 
Men Ihould be left to their Reafon to dif- 
cover the general Truths of Religion and 
Morality, without having any Principles or 
Notions inftilled into them by others 5 which 
they efteem as fo many Prejudices only. But, 
not to infift how contrary this is to all the 
Rules and Precepts of Scripture relating to 
the Duty of Fathers and Mothers, and to 
the Pradice of all Nations, it is fufficient to 
obfervc, that had God intended that all Men 
ftiould be left to the EHfcoveries of their own 
Reafon in Matters of Duties, it had been ne- 
ceffary for him to have fupplied all Men 
with Leifure for Speculation, as well as with 
Reafon: For Experience fliews that the 
Generality of Men, in the prefent State of 
Things, are not able, for Want of Leifure 
apd Education, to be their own Mafterst 
.So far from it, that^ in ConjunSion With all 
the Help$ that are at prefent afforded them, 
great Numbers coi^nue ignorant to a De* 
grec hardly to be imaged 5 and were theic 
Helps to be rcmoved^'we could txpedl no- 
thing in the rooni of them but the gfofleft 
Ignorance and Superftiiioiif 

' 4> ' ■ .... 
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If Men have fo much Reafon as to be able 
to difcoyer their Duty without Afliftance, as 
thofe who would deliver them from the 
Bondage of Inftruftion fuppofe them to 
have, it is certain they have Reafon enough 
to diftinguifh between Truth and Falfchood, 
when propofed to them by others, and arc 
not therefore in more' Danger of being be- 
trayed in a(9dng contrary to their Reafon 
by Inftruftion, than by being left to them- 
felves: And as for thofe who have not 
Reafon enough to enable them to direft 
theqnfelves, or to make them capable of re- 
ceiving Inftrudions from others, they are fit 
only to be governed by other Methods. 

It is very certain that general Errors have 
been perpjBtuatcd by traditionary Inftrudion, 
as well as general Truths : But if for tMs 
Reafon an End muft be put to all Inftruc- 
tion, what one Thing of Ufc can be pre- 
ferved in Life, if we will be fo fair as to 
carry the Argument to its full Extent ? Many 
die daily by Eating and Drinking : Wh^t 
then ? Muft the World be ftarved, becaufe 
you can tell us of fome who have lufFered 
^y Intemperance ? or is there a greater 
Jlcafpn to leave the Wprjd m Ignorance, 

b^cauip 
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becaufe fome through falfe Teachers have 
been mifcrably deceived ? 

fiut the ftrongeft Obje&ions lie againft 
the tJfc of (!ort6i:lion hi Matters of Religion. 
An are fo fenfible of the Neceffity of Punifh- 
ments to preferve the Peace and Order of 
the World, and to protedt the Innocent 
^ainfl the Violence, of Sinners, fhat the 
M^iftrate is allowed on ali Hands a Right to 
punifti^all Crimes which are prejudicial to 
the Public, br to the Inter^ft of private Men, 
A C^oceHion this not to be defpifed in Be-, 
half of Religioa ; for otgr Duty to C3pd does 
fo concur in aH Things with ourDu^ fo our 
Neighbour, thathe.vj^hp pjunifhfs Qifeqijes 
and Injuria* offered t;Q.Men> will undoubt- 
edly fb far puriifttY ice a^^ Iromoralily. And 
this Coqcpflipn being.n^gdp^ |he Plea for ex-» 
cladin^ the MagiiWte fr(H» Matters of Reli^ 
giori can oiily ^ffcdt fucn Cafcis where the 
HoiTOur gf God^ alone is conc^ne4 *. tor all 
Offences againft Meiv ^r^' allOvvQ^ ^^^ be 
^nifljQ^* There f Qpiaih only then' tfic Of- 
fences ^ainfl God to bq eicemptedfroih the 
Terrors of this "Wxyrld; Jucn as ProfanQnefs^^ 
Inipiety;i ancl tKe like; upoii vfhicH thiy 
think th^fe ought to b?^ ho Reftraint from 
the Magiftratc. 

Th« 
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The great Reafon affigned for all this is, 
that Punifhments infiided by the temporal 
Power cannot make Men religious 5 they 
can only conftraiq Men to a Compliance 
with the Law in their outward Behaviour, 
but cannot reach to the purifying their Hearts 
and Confciences, in the Clearnefs and Inte* 
grity of which the Virtue of Religion does 
confift. 

But it ought, in thefirft Place, to be con-* 
fidered, that fuch Impiety is truly prejudicial 
to the Public, as it tends, by the Contagiort 
of ill Example, to corrupt the Members of 
the Commonwealth, The Reverence Men 
have for God, is the very beft Foundation 
6f Obedience to temporal Governors : This 
makes them willing to difcharge their Duty 
faithfully to the Public, and to private Men* 
Take away this Reverence and Regard for 
God, and few will fee any Realbn to obey 
the Laws of Man any farther than is necef. 
fary to their own Security, But what an 
Alteration would it make in a Government, 
were the Subjedls, inftead of being willing 
to obey, to lay hold on all Opportunities of 
offendihg with Impunity ? No Vigilance of 
ffie Magiftrate could be fufficieiit to feftrain 
the Iniquity of Multitudes inclined to do 
^ Vol. IV, Cc EviU 
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Evil. Whoever therefore makes way for this 
Corruption of Manners, fo prejudicial to the 
Welfare and Happinefs of Mankind, is liable 
to Puniihment even as an Enemy to the State > 
and the Conceflion made the Magiftrate.to 
punifli Offences againft the Public, will en- 
title him to infli^ Vengeance upon thofc 
who openly affront the Majeily of God, cither 
by denying his Being, or his Government 
of the World. 

. 3ut, fecondly, it is Want of the Knowledge 
of human Nature;, which leads Men to 
inakc this Obje^on : For though it i§ very 
true, that the Sinner, who abftstins from 
Vice or Immorality merely out of the Fear 
of teojporal Punifhmeht, cannot be faid to 
a£t upon a religious Principle in fo doing, 
or to render an acceptable Service to Cod j 
yet we muft confider not only the imoiedi-i' 
?ite Influence which Puniihments have, but 
the Confequence which they are naturally 
apt to produce. If you keep a Sinner from 
Vice through Fear at firft, it will by Degrees 
grow habitual to him to do well j his Relifh 
for Vice will abate, and by the Length of 
Praftice he will come to take Pleafure in 
Virtue, how uneafy foever it might fit upon 
)jim at M i and whenever this Ch^wgc is 

cfteOed, 
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efFedlcd, the Man is truly rtligiouS t Fof 
what is a religious Difpoiition^ unlefs this, 
to take Pleafuf e in doing well ? This happy 
Change often proceeds from lefs happy Be* 
ginnidgs- We fee in Children every Dayi 
that their Propenfity to fome Vices is by 
Degrees wholly removed by the watchful Eye 
and Hand of a good Parent ; and we ma^ 
obferve the fame EfFedt in Men from like 
Caufes. And will you fay, that when a 
Man is grown to be habitually virtuous, that 
he has no true Religion in him> becaufe he 
was at firft reclaimed from Vice by tem# 
poral Fears ? If not, you muft allow that 
thefe Fears are not deftrudlive of Religion. 

But I have faid enough to (hew, and alfd 
to juftify the Means neceflkry to be ufed in 
difcharging the Duty recommended in the 
Text* And I fhall apply myfelf, in what 
remains, to exhort every Man to do his Part> 
and tomake all, a$ f»r as his Influence reaches, 
Jteep (Be Way of the Lord, and do Jti/iice and 
yudgment^ 

The Magiftrate is, in the firfl Place, con- 
cerned to be watchful over the Mlanners of 
the People, and to be jealous for the Honour 
of God; In this confifta the Stability of 
Nations J for, K%hteouJhefs exalt etbaNation^ 
C c 2 but 
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but Sin is the Reproach of the People. This 
Cafe defcends from the fupreme Head of 
Juftice to every Officer of the Kingdom, in 
proportion to the Power communicated to 
him i and every Magiftratc, who connives 
at open Impiety, is falfc both to God and 
the King. But I flball prefs this Part of 
the Exhortation no farther, which may per- 
haps concern but very few in this Place, 
But give me leave to add under this Head, 
that private Men, who are vefted with no 
Part of the public Authority, are<:apableof 
doing great Service even by fhewing them-* 
felvps pleafed that others {hould do their 
Duty* It is a great Difcouragement to Ma- 
giftrates> when they have not only the Vio- 
lence of Sinners to contend with, but alfo 
theRefentmentsandlndignationofthelnno- 
cent. A Confideration that ought to be ma- 
turely weighed, in an Age that is not» I/am 
fure, too good to Aand in need of Refor- 
mation. 

Next to the Magiftrate, the chief Care of 
Virtue and Religion lies upon Fathers and 
Mailers of Familiea. The Kingdom is one; 
great Family, and it is made up of the fmall 
ones; an4 if due Care he taken in private 
FamUks forthftGovemmentandloAru^Um 
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of Youth; the Public will foon fee ancj 
feel the happy EfFeds of it. Permit me 
therefore to remind all Parents of the Duty 
they owe to God, their Country, and their 
Children, to take care that thofe, who are 
by the Laws of God and Man committed to 
their Government, be virtuoufly educated 
arid inftruded in the Way of the Lrord. 
This God requires of you > his Creatures 
they are, whom you call your Children t 
they owe Obedience to him in the firfl: 
Place, and it is his Authority which you 
exercife over them ; and if they perifh for 
want of timely Inftrudion and Corredion, 
he will require their Souls at your Hands. 

Parents have a Truft likewife repofed in 
them by their Country. There is nothing of 
greater Confequence tothe Public, than that 
the Youth of the Nation (hould be trained 
up to Virtue and laduftry ; that the Seeds of 
Religion (hould be fown'' betimes in their 
Hearts>and cheriflied by proper Encourage- 
ment. Thcfe arc the only Methods from 
which we caft have any Hopes to fee our 
Country fupplicd with honeft and wdrthy 
M?n. It is but reafonablc to expe<fl from 
Patents, that they fliould out of naturaj Af- 
fediijn fcek to pTQmote the Happinefs of 

thefr 
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their Children ; and fince the fame Care, 
which is neceflary to form them to be good 
Subjefts, is alfo neceflary to lay theFounda- 
^ tion of their own Happinefs and Profperity 
in the World, this Care is wholly entrufted 
to Parents; who ought to look upon them- 
felves as refponfible to theirCountry forthe 
future Behaviour of their Children. 

But farther : If Parents would but con- 
fider the Condition of thofe Children whom 
they have brought into the World, they 
would find themfelves obliged, by theftrong- 
eft Ties of natural AiFeftion, to guard them 
againft the certain Miferies of this Life, and 
of the next, by fcafoning their Minds with 
Principles of Virtue and Religion. How 
wretched, do you think, are thofe Parents, 
, who live to fee their Children made miferablc 
by Vice? And what an Addition mufl it be 
to their Misfortune, if it is attended with 
this Refledtion, that it was Want of early 
Care in them, which led the Way to this 
Ituin and Mifcry ? How often is it, that 
Men remember with Deteftation the Negli- 
gence andlndulgence of their Parents, when 
€ither they find themfelves ufelefs to the 
Worldand themfelves, forwant ofthat early 
Care which fliould have been bcftowed on 

ihcmj 
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them; or cxpofcd to Mifery, to an untimely 
End, or to a Life of Shame and Reproach, 
by thofe evil Inclinations which grew head- 
ftrong in them for want of being pruned in 
their tender Years! 

' You fee then what ftrong Obligations 
Parents are under to be diligent in the Dif-* 
charge of this Duty; which they owe to 
God, their Country, and their Children : 
And we might promifcourfelves happy Days 
to come, were there a Performance anfwer- 
able to thefe Obligations. In many Cafes 
indeed Parents are difabledfrom difcharging 
this Duty, through Ignorance and Poverty; 
and what muft become of fuch Families, 
where the Fathers and Mothers canfcarcely, 
with all their Labour, provide Food and 
Raiment ? fo far are they from being able to 
attend to the Education and Inftrudion of 
their Children. And this Neceffity of many 
poor Families among us gave rife to the In« 
ftitution of public Schools, maintained by 
Contributions for the Inftrudlion and Edu- 
cation of the Poor. An Inftitution which, 
however ferviceable to the Poorof our Coun- 
try, is calculated to promote nobler Vievvs 
than thofe of private Intereil and Advantage 

to 
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fb any one Set of Men, and tends dircftly tcr 
the public Good, and the Benefit of alL 

The Paflions of Men confidcred, it is not 
to be expcded, that thofe who are permit- 
ted to go wild and untamed in their Youth, 
ihould prove harmlefs, much lefs ufeful and 
beneficial to Society in their more advanced 
Years. Neceflity is a great Temptation to 
Wickednefs, and leads Men to ufe Fraud or 
Violence to fupport their Vices; and if they 
have nothing but their corrupt Affe^ions to 
direct them, can it be hoped that they ihould 
withftand thefe Temptations ? Idle and un- 
difcij^ined Boys comnionly prove loofe and 
vicious young Men, and often fall a Sacrifice 
to the Severity of the Law before they become 
^d ones. Thievest and Robbers «iufl: be 
punifhed, or the Innocent ftiuft be ruined; 
fo far the Rigor of the Law is juftified : But 
is it not a deplorable Cafe, and to a Chri* 
ftian Country a great Reproach, that great 
Care fhouldbe takcn^to puniih Witkedncfs, 
^nd little or none to prevent it ? And yet 
this is the Cafe where the Iniltutftion of the 
Poor is neglefted, and they arc left topurfiie 
the corrupt Inclinations of Nature ttotheif 
own Deftruftion. This Milctrcf i*^ inhmt 
Meafu re provided for by the Charity-Schools; 
'- - and 
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and by breeding up the Poor to be honeft 
and diligent,, the Rich are faved from tha 
ViolcBce of wicked neceflitous Men; the 
Poor fire refcued from Wickednefs, and the 
puniihnpients due to it ; and ib many ufeful 
and beneficial Hands are gained to the 
Public. 

. Farther^ Not only the good Order and 
Peace of civil Society is provided fo^ by 
thck charitable Inflitutions, but alfo th^ 
Peace of the Church of Chrift, by training^ 
i?p Youth to be orderly and wclj-^behaved 
Members of it ; An End which every Chri-? 
ftiaui^ who hag any Regard for his holy Pro^ 
fefSon, muft fake Pleafure in promptings 
But carry thisConfideration into its remoter 
Con/e<jue^es, theHappinefs to which many- 
Souls may arrive through thclnflucnce which 
a pious EdupatioA may have upon the whole 
Cdurfe of their Liyes; aod nothing will be 
wanting to give us ajuft Conception of the 
Ufefujnefs of thisDefign, or to encourage 
us to be liberal and generous jn contributing 
to the Sijpport of it, If every Gift beftowed 
for the Hon^wr qf Q0d, *pr jfer the Good of 
our Country, or for the Sake of a poor Bro^ 
ihtr, fhall have its Reward ; how abuij- 
4a)itly ih^ this Charity be recpmpenfed^ 

wbiph 
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which fervcs all thefe Purpofes at once i 
which brings Maintenance to the Poor, In- 
Avn&lonto the Ignorant, and opens to the 
Mifcrabk a Way to Happinefs ; which pro- 
vides for the Order of Civil Grovernment, 
and the Peace of Chrift's Church on Earth ; 
referring all to the Glory and Honour of 
him, who is Lord of the World which now 
is,and of that which is tocome ? Give there- 
fore accordingasGod has blelTcd you : Here 
are many who aft your Help ; the Poor, 
your Country, the Church of Chrift, which 
intreats for thefe her helplefs Children : And 
One there is who looks on, and will not for- 
get the Love you Ihew to the meaneft of 
his Members for his Sake, Jefus Chrift our 
Jjotd : To wBom, with the Father and the 
Holy Ghojiy be afcribed allHonour and Glorj^ 
hmcefcrtb^ and for evermore. i)aueat 
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GLERGY and mHABfTANTS 

OF THE. - 

Cities of LoNpoN and Westminster. 

My Brethren ondTrimSsy 

TH £ rdatioh I i^and in to yoU) is 
a daily caU upon me to confider the 
fpiriloal ftate of tbefe great cifties } 
Aiid tho' I doubt not but God has many £iif&- 
fuland ohofen among you, yet the general 
view of the wickednefs and corruption that 
abound, and are fpreadiqg far and wide; 
gives me, and muft give to every ferious 
chriftian very painful reflc6{iMn3s : It is 
hardly poffiblc to think of the biftory of 
providence, recorded in holy Writ, and the 
fn^ny examples of divine juftice ex^dfed, 
foinetimes in punifhing, fometimes in ut^ 
P d ^ terjy 
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terly dcftroying wicked nations or dties^ 
without being fcnfibly aflFefted with appre- 
heniions for ourfelves : but more efpeciaUy 
have we rcafon to fear, when we fee the 
beginning of forrows^ and the difpleafure of 
the Almighty manifefted in the calamities 
we fufFer under, and in the iigns and tokens 
given us to expe<5t a far more dreadful 
judgment. 

It is every man's duty, iand it is mine to 
call upon you, to give attention to all the 
warnings which God in his mercy affords 
to a fmful people: fuch warning we have 
had, by two great Hiocks of an earthquake; 
a warning, which feems to have been im- 
mediately and efpedally directed to ^efe 
great cities, and the neighbourhood of 
them ; where the violence of the eardi- 
quake was fi> feniible, though in diftant 
^rts hardly felr, th^t it will be blindnefe 
wilful andinexcufable i>ot to apply to our- 
felves this ftrong fummons, from God, to 
repentance. 

Thoi^htlefs or hardened tinners may be 
deaf to thefe calls ; and little philo^hers, 
who fee a little, and but very little, into 
p^tural caufes, may think they fee enough 

tQ 
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to account iPor what Happent, without fil- 
ing in the aid and affiftance of a fpecml 
providence ; not conlidering, that God who 
made all things, never put any thing out 
of his own power, but has all nature under 
command to ferve his purpofes in the go- 
vernment of the world. But be their ima-^ 
ginations to themfelves, the fubjedt is too 
lerious for trifling ; and calls us off to other 
views. 

If we confider the general government 
of the world by God, and upon what rea- 
fons and motives he a6ts, when he brings 
calamities and plagues upon any people : 
or if we recoiled from hiftory, facred and 
profane, what ftate and condition with 
refpe6t to religion and morality the people 
were in, who have been examples of jufldce: 
and then compare our own cafe with the 
general reafon by which Providence afts, 
and with the circumftances of thofe by 
whofe example we ought to take warning, 
we (hall foon difcover whether there be juft 
reafon for our apprchehfions. If thofe who 
have been deftroyed by fire from heavei^^ 
or fwallowed up by the eiarth, vitxtjinners^ 
and we are righteous^ let us fear nothings 
nor be difmaycd., though x\it foundations oi 
D d 3 the 
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tke earth be rtmoved : brut if our coib-: 
f(^ences tcll» us^ that we have finned after 
t^r example^ what Confolation is^there to^ 
bbwhaiji againftr the juft exp^^ation of fof- 
f<njng.albr thidr example ^fi>.? 

-^ "i^l^f^mera^dulion will arife from a 
Cimtonpldtioil of pcxjL*s geDeml providences 
wincK though it is not daily exerted in 
punifhing all men, or all vices that deTerVe 
its y^<^ is always armed with power to ftop 
outrageous wkkednefs ; and he has^ told 
ud^ in ln3 holy weirdy what we may expe6): 
from his; ju£bide,f when w4 are giiown hiard- 
ened and ofadui^sM^e againft his mercy. . 

i Upon diefr principks , let your owa tsafe 
be examimd: but who* fhaU be^ youi^ ac-r 
ciifcr ? Shall,! ? God fod>id : My heart" y de^ 
ftrt at^ prayer ti^G^d Jor you i^ thatym 
tm^befaved. Hear me^then with patience; 
not as,; your af cufer, . but as your faithful 
forvant^nd monitor in Chrift Jefus, warn- 
iogyou to:deeiT€»ii dbe wrath that is to 

come-; .: 

vHad this part c^ the world had left 
kqowkdg(» and lefi light, they might have 
fqme excufe) and. fome hc^ that God. 
would winlj; at the times^of their iggorancet 
but they have hadthe 1^^ and have loved 

darknefs : 



Digitized 



by Google 



tie £f(^d Bifibpf^^h9n4^ 401 

(iarkneik: the go%el of Cbiifl^ ia whkh 
«U the goodneis an4 morcy of God are diJf- 
played thrcAs^h tha redemption purchtfed 
by the blood of Cbriil ; in whidi the aid 
and comfort of the Holy S^rit of Giod ts 
oJ^ed to all who diligently feek it ^ in 
which the hopes and fears of eternity ave 
dti^Uyed to guard us ag^ft the tempta* 
tions of iin s ha$ been not opiy reje£)3ed> 
but treated with a malicious fcorn s and all 
our hopes in Chrift repreiented as delui^s 
and impofitions upon theweakneI$>of osen. 
How has the jptreis for many years pait 
fwarm'd with books, ibme to difpute, fome 
. to ridicule the great truths of re^gion, both 
natural an^ revealed. I ihall mentipn no 
particular cafes, there is no need for it 3 the 
thing is notorious. I wiih the guilt in this 
inftance was confined to the autfiors only, 
and that no body elfe was anfw^able for 
it : bilt the earneftneis with which thefe 
books were fought after, the pjeaiure and 
approbation with which they were received, 
are too ftrong indications of the general 
tafte to be d^emUed ; and jthe , in^^J 
ufed to diiperfe thefe books at home, and 
^road, and eQ)eciaJly to our pl^ntiytioi^s 
m An^rica;; to which, great «um|^r$^a^ 
D d 4 at 
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at a great experice, have been corivey'd j 
are proofe of fuch malice againfl: the gpf=^ 
pel, and the holy author of it, as woqid 
not be borne even in a Mahometan country. 
In this branch of trade, this great city beats 
all the vsrorld : it is become even the mart 
for infidelity, 

It required no great fagacity to forefee 
what the confequence would be of the pains 
taken to unfettle all principles of religion. 
Infidelity and immorality are too nearly 
allied to be long feparated ; and though 
fome have pretended to preferve a fenfe of 
virtue without the aid of religion, yet ex- 
perience has fliewed that people who havt? 
neither hopes nor fears with refpeft to 
another world, \vill foon abufe this by in- 
^dulging the worft of their paflions, and 
will not regard man, when once they have 
learned to difregard God. 

Whether this be our cafe, let every man 
* judge by what he hears and fees ; by what, 
indeed, he ^uji heir and fee, if he lives 
^ attrongft us. Blafphemy and horrid im- 
precations domineer in our ftreets,; arid 
-poor wretches are every hour wantonly arid 
wickedly calling for damnation on them- 
felves and others, which may4)e(^ds much 
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to be feared) too near them already^ ' Add 
to this the lewdnefe and debauchery that 
prevail amongft the lo weft people, which 
keeps them idle, poor and miferable, and 
renders them incapable of getting an honeft 
livelihood for themfelves and families ; the 
number of lewd houfes, which trade in 
their vices, and which muft at any rate 
be paid for making fin convenient to 
them 5 and it will account for villainies of 
another kind, which are growing fbfaftas 
to t)e infupportable, and almoft incurable : 
for, where is the wonder that perfons fo 
abandoned fhould be ready to commit all 
forts of outrage and violence? — A city 
without religion can never be a fafe place 
to dwell in. 

The Unnatural Jewdnefs, of which we 
have hear<l fo much of late, is fomething 
more than brutifh, and can hardly be men- 
tioned without ofFending chafte ears, and 
yet cannot be pafied over entirely in filence, 
l)ecaufe of the particular mark of divine 
vengeance fet upon it in the deftruftion of 
Sodom by fire from he^iven. Preadful 
tcxample ! 

But thefe vices are fo enormous, that 'tis 
^to be^hoped the generality of our people^ 

are 
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mt not gaikyi I hope in God they are 
not) I truft they ^i^ &ot. J^at bow on- 
hajp^y is it for this country, that there 
ihouki be any ground even for fiifpicioxi, , 
that tbeie vices are growing to be comitton ! 

But to go one ftep further— 
^ When men, not content with indulging 
their own brutifh paflions, take pains to 
corrupt others, they act with fu(:h cool and 
diabolicai malice, as oiitdoes former ex- 
ai^leS:^ and feems to be a challenge to the 
power and juftke of God. — ^Have not all 
the abominations of the public flews been 
opened to view by lewd pidlures ^pofed 
to fak at noon=-d^? Have not hiftories 
or romances of the vileft proftitutes been 
publifhed, intended merely td* difplay 
the |Qoft execrable fcenes of lewdnefs j 
lew^nefs r^relented without di%uife, and 
nothing omitted that might inflame the 
cornet paffions of the youth of the na--* 
tion ! What was the encouragement for 
men to dare giving fuch an afiront not 
only to the common fenfe, bijit to the com* 
jpion law of the country f Was it not the 
quick fale thefe pi6lures and thefe books 
had ? And is not this a deplorahlexircitm- 

'flaoce. 
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ft^mce, and fad inftance of the corrupt di^ 
poiition of many among, us ? 

Is it to be wondered at, after fo muck 
pains taken to corrupt the mlipon and 
florals of the people, that they ihould be 
indifpofed to attend to any thing ferious, 
or that they gi^ow iidc of religion, which 
teis no comforts for them y that they fly 
fronr the church and aowd to the play- 
houfe : that they are tired of themfdycsr 
and their own tlu)ught$, and want to lofe 
themielyes im Company from morning to 
night? it is this unhappy, unfettled ftate 
of mind that has introduced a kind of 
general idlenefs among the people, and 
given rife to almoft infinite places of diver- 
(ipn in and about this town $ it were well 
if they were places of diveriion only 1 but 
they are often places, for carrying on worle 
4)ufine&, and give opportunities to thepro.- 
iligate to fcduce the inoocent,N ^p^ o^t^epi . 
njeet their ruin, where th^y only came fpr 
pleafoM^^^^Whilo I was writing this I a& 
my eye «pon^ news^apd: of tl^^ay^ and 
c^nmted no'lefs ithiMa fifbmi adverti^ents 
for Pkys^ Oper^y Ml^ ziaADaTmng, for 
XQ^^g^2XGardemyi(xCk)ck-^king^Pnze^ 
fightir^^ &€• Should this paper^ (a^ many 

of 
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of our news-papers do) go abroad, what 
an idea, muil it give to all the churches 
abroad, of the manner in which Lent i^ 
kept in this Proteftant country ? What our 
Saviour faid to the Jews upon another oc- 
cafion, Tou have turned the boufe of prayer 
into a den of thieves y may with a little vari- 
ation, be applied to ourfelves; we have 
turned this feafon, appointed for ferioiis 
refle6lions> and humiliation of body ?ind 
ipirit, into a time of mirth and jollity, of 
mufic, dancing, and riotous living. 

How far this fpirit of idolence and idle- 
nefs has gone, and to what excefs, maybe 
feen in all orders among us; friendly vifits 
for converfafion are become infipid things, 
and are degeneiated into meetmgs for gam- 
ing, where people hardly known to each 
other, are invited by one tie only, the love 
of play : which feems how to be not an 
ainufement or diverfion, but a lerious bufi^ 
pefs of life, and one would think a necef-- 
Jary one, by feeing how fome cfaildreh arc 
trained up to it. 

There is a great and a grievous evil 
among us, which naturally fprings from 
the diforders before-mentioned : I mean 
the great increafe of Popery in this king- 
dom. 
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dom. Whtin men have loft all priticiplj|s 
of religion, and are loft to all fenfe of-: 
morality, they are prepared to receive any^ 
fuperftition, whenever the decay of health, 
or the crofs accidents of life revive the fears 
of futurity 5 which may be ftifled, but can- 
not beextinguifhedj fuch perfops, not 
able to digeft the wholibme food of re- 
pentance, by which their fpiritual condition 
might be gradiftUy nlended, greedily fwal- 
low the high cordial of abfolution, which, 
like other cordials, gives fomc plrefent eafe, 
but works no cure. And with refpeft to 
people of a ferious and religious turn of 
mind, the manifeft and almoft general 
contempt, or at leaft negleft, of the duties 
of religion, gives a great advantage to the 
emiffaries of Ronie to impofe on their weak- 
nefs, and to perfuade diem that they can 
Jiaye no hopes in the religion of a church, 
where religion itfelf is hardly to be found. 
Lay thefe things together; and what 
more your own obfervation and refle£lion 
may fumifli, and more they may furnifli ; 
and then afk your heart, whether you have 
not reafon to fear, that God will vifit for 
thefe things. If your heart mifgives you, 
^nd forebodes the time of taking vengeance 

for 
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f'r thefe iniquities to be drawing near, 
cbiifider further ^ how gracioufly you have 
been dealt with, by having had warning of 
your danger; and remember that the long 
Jufferance of God is a call to ripentance. 

It is purely for the fake of this refleftion, 
that I now addrefs ftiyfelf to you : I have 
no pleafure in laying open tik fliame of 
my country, pr expbfing its nakedrjeis 
either to friends or to foes ^ and wl^n I 
'cdnfider my own fituation, ^tis a profpeft 
Void bf allconifoit to me, to fee the con- 
dition of tlie people over Whom I have a 
.charge 'i and, Qbd kftows my heart, thefe 
confideratibns are a pain and grief to my 
mind/ 

But kt us not defjpaii- ; there is ftill one 
remedy left, and whatever reafon we have 
'to condemn otirfelves, yet of this we may 
'be fure, , that God has not forgotten to be 
'^raciousl To him then let us turn, with 
hearty repentance for our lins ; and with 
'a refolution to do, each of us in'his proper 
'ftatibn, what lies in our power to ftem the 
torrent of iniquity which threatens our 
ruin. 

As to you, my brethren of the clergy, 
whoihare^ith me the care of the fouls in 

thefe 
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thcfe pbpulow dties, let me exhort you, 
(though I teiift you want not to be ex- 
feorted) to awdfcen<he people^ to call then 
ffom the leAargy m wWdi they fcave too 
long lived, and make them &e <heir own 
danger. Bpeak to them, perfttade. fbem as 
harmng the fenvrs -of the Lord. — -'Spedc to 
theirfceartsand cortfeienoBs withifueh plam- 
n^fs ast)ecomes*theiMfimfteret>f 'i1ie^0^)cl; 
tdl Aem in feafbnitmi ma ofji^n^ that 
tm^ thy repent ihty inujl ferijb. H the 
warnings ^ot^ have liad are a cetH enthe 
people to repentance, temeniber they are 
ftillftronger caHstmtis to^Mri& repeittance, 
and to difcharge the duty we owe to God 
andfeis church, and to the^flock of Chrift 
over whom we'are placed. May this wort 
of God prosper 4n our hands ! 

I flw>uld4)e wantmg to theduty loweto 
iJie higheft as wdn as Ac few^, fhould I 
orah ontlns'occafionto remind thoTe who 
are entrufted by their country, with "ihc 
]E;ovemment of *thefc poptAoos cities, how 
much the welfare of ^^peojBe depends 
upon the f aithfal i^cecdtion df the law. \ 
pretend not^o occufe *^m fartictiiarly df 
tiegfeft, z.^emralnegk^o(^^^]Ar^is<mt 
of the woifl: fymptoms of 'Ae time ; <very 

man 
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man is left to do what is right in hisx>wi| 
eyes 5 one would think there was no king in 
IjraeL Could the vile abominable pifture? 
cji icwdnefs have been offered to fale in 
the moft frequented parts of the city"; 
could books for the inftruftion of the un^ 
experienced in all the myfteries of iniquity 
have been publicly cried in our ftreets j had 
not the laws^ and the guardians of the laws, 
been afleep ?--But,liucly it is high time to 
avvake j and to let people once more know, 
(what, feems to be almoft forgotten) that 
laws are made fof ^t punijhment of wicked^ 
nefs andvke^ and for the maintenance of true 
religion. 

Government is a great truft, and th? 
powers of it are not intended merely to do 
honour to thofe who have them, butmuft 
be ufed for the good of the community. 
This is a truth fufficiently known, it has 
been founded in the ears of tjie nation, 
without ceafing: but the -misfortune is, 
that this do6lrine has been applied lib con- 
ftantly to the fupreme magiftrate only, that 
that thofe who hzv^ fubordinate powers dep- 
rived from his authority, forget, or are 
not accuftomed, to make the application to 
thenjfelves, And yet f«rely> there is not * 

conftable 
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tonftable but has, in proportion to the 
power the Idw gives him, a truft repofed 
in him in behalf of his king and his 
fcountry : thofe who are in higher offices, . 
have ftill greater reafon, as i;nore depends 
llpoh the due exercife of their authority/ 
to be watchful for the community. The 
good of fociety muft be influenced by theii* 
fcondu6t and example, one way or other. 
Great officers of juftice cannbt be ufelrfs^ 
Without being pernicious^ ^ 

If a regard for the public is not a motive 
ftrohg enough in this cafe, let every ma- 
giftrate confider that there is another of 
infinite importance to himfelf; for if all 
power be the ordinance of God, he will 
Undoubtedly demand an account of the ex- 
ercife of it : and who is he, that has fo little 
to anfwer for on his own account, as wil- 
lingly to fubjcft himfelf to be anfwerable 
for the fins of others, which either by his 
encouragement or his connivance he makes 
his own ? Pardon the freedom of this ad- 
drefs y I honour and reverence your office, 
and I hope I give you no occafion todefpife 
mine. 

Next to thofe in public offices of power 
and truft, the happinefs of the public dcr 

E e pends 
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pends upon thofe who have the govem- 
pient in private families. Here it is that 
the youth of the nation muft be formed, 
and if they are fufFered to be corrupted in 
their religion or morals before they come 
^ into the worlds there is little hope that the 
world will reform them. All wife men, 
kgiflators, and princes, have acknowledged, 
nftt onjy the ufe, but the neceflity of in 
early education to form the mind, whilft 
tender, to the principles of honour and 
virtue; and wh^t is more, the wifeft of 
all, the writers infpired by the HQly Spirit, 
h^v? required it as a dutyfrpip parents, 
and as part of t|ie obedience they owe to 
God : even our unbeliev.ers have feen hdw 
far religion depended on this care; and 
under a pretence pf maintaining the liberty 
of the human mind, and guarding it 
3gainft early prejudices, they have endea- 
voured ^o perfuadie the world, that children 
fhould be taught nothing of religion, but 
be left to form notions for themfelves. 
They have had hut too great fuccefs, and 
we begin to fee the fruits of it. The chil- 
dren of this age grow foon to be men and 
women, and are admitted to be piartners 
and jvitnefles to the follies and vices of their 
; parents. 
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parents. Thus trained and educated, when 
they come to be mailers and miftreficS of 
families, they anfvi^er fully what was to be 
expedled from thera 5 ttey are often a tor- 
ment to each other, and to themleives, and 
have re^fon to bemoan themfclyes for the 
indulgence ftjeWn them in thdk early days* 

Would you fee the effects of this cduca- 
titen in aH ofdftri among uS, look into the 
many ptiblic i(Fembli6$5 fpmetimes you 
may fee old age aifecSing the follies of 
youth, and countferfeiting the air? of gaiety ; 
fometimes rtien lying in wait to fcduce 
women, and women to feduce men j and 
even children ferioufly Employed at the 
gaming-table, as if iheir parents were con- 
cerned to form them early to the taftc of 
the age, and were afraid that they (hpuld 
not fbon enough 6i themfelvte, find the 
way to their ruin. 

Lo6k near home : fee the temptations of 
this fort which furround thefe cities, and 
are indeed fo many fnares to catch your 
fons and daughters and apprentices. Can 
you look on, and be unconcerned? For 
God's fake, and for the fake of your chil- 
dren and ybiir country, take the courage 
to aft like parents and matters of families : 
E e 2 reformation 
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reformation muft begin in private farnilies j 
the law and the magiflrate can punifh your 
children when they become wicked; but 
it is you who muft make them good, by 
proper inftruftion and proper government. 
If you fufFer them to meet temptation, 
where temptation is fure %o meet them^ 
never complain of him who corrupts your 
child, you are the corrupter yourfelf ; tQ 
you he owes it, that he is undone. And 
perhaps there is not a more provoking cirr 
cumftance, nor a greater call for divine 
voigeance on a wicked nation, th^n this ; 
that the youth are prepared gnd brought 
up to inherit all the vices of their fathers^ 
which cuts off all profpecl: of a reforma- 
tion, and ftands a« a bar between us and 
mercy. 

On you therefore, fathers and mothers, 
your country, and the church of God call 
for affiftance ; your endeavours may ^p a 
great way towards fa viog us, arid this 
wicked generation may be fpar^d, fpr the 
hope of feeing the next better. 

In a word, let every man, whatever his 
ftation is, do his part towards averting the 
judgments of God : let every man reform 
|iimfelf, and others^ as far as hib influence 
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goes : this is our only proper remedy } for 
the diflblutii wickednefs of the age is a 
more dreadful fign and prognofticatioji of 
divine anger, than even the trembling of 
the earth undpr us. 

To our own endeavours, let us add con-r 
tinual and fervent fupplications to the AI- 
piighty, that he would fpare us^ and not 
deal with us according to the multitude of our 
fins J that he would give us the grace of 
repentance, and open our eyes to fee, before 
it is too late, the things which belong to ow 
falvation. 

May the God of all mercy hear you in 
thisday of your diftrefs ! To his prote6lion, 
and the grace of our Lord Jefus, I earneftly 
fccommend you. I am 

Tour affeSiionate Brother^ 

and Servant in Chrijl Jefus, 

THO. LONDON^ 
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23. The CURIOSITIES of PARIS. Price 3s. 6d. 
bound. 

24. ROLLINGS ANCIENT HISTORY, 7 vols. 
8vo. Price 2I. 28. bQund.«— The fame in 8 vols. i2mo. 
Price il. 8s.— ROMAN HISTORY, 10 vols 8vo. 
Price 3I.— HISTORY of the ARTS and SCI- 
ENCES of the ANCIENTS, 3 vols. Price i8s.— 
METHOP of Studying the, Belles Lettres, 
3 vols. Price 1 8s.— The fame in 4 Vols. i2mo. 12s. 

25. Barretti's DICTIONARY of the Enq- 
lish and Italian LANGUAGES, a new Edition, 
iitip^ved and augmented with above ten thoufand 
Words, 2 vols, neatly bound. Price 2I. 2S.- 

26. A LETTER to a Young Lady, concerrt- 
ing the Principles and Conduftof the Chriftian Life, 
by Lawrence Jackson, Prebendary of Lincoln, 
the third Edition, Price is. fewed. 

27. MADOX's HISTORY and ANTIQUI- 
TIES of the EXCHEQUER of the Kings of 
England, from the Norman Conqueft, the fecond 
Edition, with a full and complete Index, 2 vds. Price 
2K 2s. neatly bound. 

A few Copies on large Paper, neatly bound, 3I. js^ 
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